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PPV REVOLUTION! HOW VICTORY ROAD 
& TABOO TUESDAY CHANGED THE 
SPORT FOREVER! 

It was TNA’s first chance to present a three-hour, Sunday night 
event ... and WWE’s first interactive pay-per-view. What worked and 
what didn’t? Check out our exclusive in-depth reports on both! 
EDDIE GUERRERO AT ANOTHER 
CAREER CROSSROADS: 

CAN HE HANDLE THE PRESSURE 

OF BEING AN EX-CHAMP7? 

It's been more than half a year since he held the gold now 
JUSHIN LIGER: 

HIS SEARCH FOR THE PERFECT 
PARTNER ENDS IN RING OF HONOR 

And it ended the first time he laid eyes on ROH champ Samoa Joe 
THE EDGE IS BENOIT’S 

WHY HE’LL ALWAYS HOLD THE UPPER 
HAND IN THIS FEUD 

We'll give you a nice little list of reasons 

10 FOR THE ROAD 

A WWE PINK SLIP IS NOT 

THE END OF THE WORLD 

Unfortunately, 10 now-former WWE stars are wondering if that’s true 
“HE SHOULD HAVE KILLED KANE” 

That’s what some in WWE are saying about Snitsky 

TNA vs. ROH 

OUR BLUEPRINT FOR AN 
INTERPROMOTIONAL SHOWDOWN 

NWA champ vs. ROH champ as the main event? No way! 
HEYMAN ENTERS HEIDENREICH HELL 
“V?VE DEALT WITH MONSTERS BEFORE, 
BUT NOTHING LIKE THIS” 

Is he even safe from this maniacal madman’s wrath? 


DEPARTMENTS 


YOUR LETTERS 

WHAT’S HAPPENING by Dan Murphy 
NO HOLDS BARRED with Will Welsh 
BLINDSIDED by Harry Burkett 
THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 
POINT/COUNTERPOINT 
INTRODUCING FRED SAMPSON 
FROM BELL TO BELL by Mike Quackenbush 
SPOTLIGHT ON JEFF HARDY 

Q & A: CHARLIE HAAS 

OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
WOW! REMEMBER HIM? 
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VICTORY SPOILED 
| was really looking forward to the 
first Sunday night TNA pay-per-view, 
Victory Road. | had purchased a 
number of the weekly pay-per-views 
and was excited to see some of the 
guys who put TNA on the map get a 
chance on a big program like this. 
Guys like A.J. Styles, America’s Most 
Wanted, Monty Brown, Abyss, and 
others. | did get a chance to see 
these guys, but then the show ended 
with Kevin Nash, Scott Hall, and 
Randy Savage. What is this, 19987? 
| liked the NWO as much as any- 
one, but how is TNA supposed to 
attract new fans by bringing in these 
guys? | don’t mind a little old school, 
but are these guys going to be the 
future of the organization? 
ROD CURLEY 
Charlotte, NC 


CHANGE OF HEART 

| was never a big fan of Tough 
Enough and | thought bringing the 
show to Smackdown was a big mis- 
take. But | have to admit, those seg- 
ments at the beginning of each show 
have been really entertaining. 

| loved watching those punks 
mouth off to The Big Show and then 
get slammed by the big man. Kurt 
Angle read them each the riot act 
and then took two of them to school 
in the ring. | even thought the Mae 
Young segment was funny. | don't 
even care who wins—I just love 
watching these guys get abused by 
all the other wrestlers! Maybe next 
the contestants can try to catch Rey 
Misterio Jr. as he runs around an 
arena. Or maybe they can all take 
turns taking a Dudley death drop 
through a table. The possibilities are 
endless! 

Keep up the abuse, WWE! 

AL DeVITO 
Villa Park, IL 
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FIRE KANE ALREADY 

| was really shocked when WWE 
had its mass firing a few weeks ago, 
getting rid of guys like A-Train, Rico, 
Test, Chuck Palumbo, and Billy 
Gunn. But my shock wasn’t because 
they let go of these guys—they were 
getting a little stale. | was shocked 
because they kept another stale 
wrestler, Kane. 

Am | the only one who changes the 
channel anytime Kane appears on 
TV? The worst thing the WWE ever 
did was let him speak. | loved the evil 
monster Kane with the original mask. | 
didn’t even mind when he became a 
good guy and teamed with guys like 
X-Pac and Hurricane. But now he is 
just so weak. Losing to Matt Hardy? 
Tapping out to Chris Benoit? Give us 
all a break and get rid of Kane. 

JUSTIN HOWARD 
San Diego, CA 


NEW BLOOD 
FOR EVOLUTION 

| am a big fan of Evolution and 
was really upset to see Randy Orton 
leave the group. He's going to get 
what he has coming to him for turning 
his back on “The Game,” but | also 





Randy Savage showing up at the end of 
TNA’s Victory Road PPV was a big sur- 
prise, though not a pleasant one to reader 
Rod Curley. 


think it leaves Evolution in a vulnera- 
ble position. 

Triple-H is the man, and he needs 
to be protected at all times. Batista 
can handle that. Ric Flair is the emo- 
tional leader and a great influence on 
Helmsley and Batista. But without 
Orton, Evolution is missing something 
that they desperately need. 





Seeing a photo of Kane down on the mat and writhing in pain probably won't bother 
reader Justin Howard, who wouldn't mind seeing him out of WWE. 





Robert Conway and Sylvan Grenier have quietly become the dominant team in WWE. 
They have a fan in Scott Barend. 


| thought Edge would have been a 
good choice, especially when he 
started making his turn to the dark 
side. However, | don’t think Helmsley 
would trust Edge, and for good rea- 
son. | looked through the names on 
the roster and think | have come up 
with the perfect pick for the newest 
Evolution member. 

Maven. 

It might sound crazy, but Maven 
is just the kind of guy Evolution 
needs. He is finally in main events 
and is going to want to stay there. If 
he hooks up with Evolution, he will. 
He is not good enough to beat 
Triple-H yet, so he shouldn't even be 
worrying about the Raw title. He 
would benefit because he would 
learn from Flair and HHH. Plus, 
Triple-H would benefit because he 
would have a guy to do his dirty 
work. It’s a win-win situation. 

DIANNA GONZALES 
New York, NY 


NO CRYING 
IN WRESTLING! 

| read every issue of THE WRrEs- 
TLER and love your magazine. My 
favorites are Chris Benoit and Eddie 
Guerrero, and | think they both 
should have kept their titles for a little 
longer because they’re two of the 


best wrestlers in WWE today. At 
SummerSlam, when Chris Benoit 
lost the title, | cried. | did the same 
when he won it at WrestleMania XX. 
At No Way Out, | cried when Eddie 
Guerrero won his title. 

Chris Benoit is my idol. | love him 
to death, and Eddie Guerrero is my 
other idol. | know everything about 
Benoit. He’s all over my room, my 
locker, and my binder. 

ALISSA MARTINI 
Wichita, KS 


VIVA LA RESISTANGE! 

Liz Hunter had a great article in 
the January issue of THE WRESTLER 
about Raw tag team champions La 
Resistance. She was right on every 
point. Robert Conway and Sylvan 
Grenier have made themselves the 
top dogs in the tag team ranks. Sure, 
there aren't a lot of great tag teams in 
WWE right now, but who cares? 

To be honest, I’m not sure any of 
the legendary WWE tag teams, from 
The Hart Foundation to The British 
Bulldogs, could beat La Resistance 
anyway. Conway and Grenier are 
just getting better with each victory. 
They are going to rule the tag team 
division for a long time. 

SCOTT BAREND 
Worcester, MA 1 
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What's happening? 





NA HAS TAKEN a page from Vince McMahon’s 
i old “Attitude” playbook and launched a DeGen- 
eration X-style sneak attack on their rivals. 

In early-November, WWE sent a crew to Universal 
Studios in Orlando, Florida, to shoot a commercial for the 
Royal Rumble pay-per-view. As it turned out, the site of the 
shoot was practically next door to the soundstage where 
TNA holds its TV tapings for both /mpact and Xplosion, 





Who wouldn’t appreciate a welcoming committee featuring Tracy Brooks? 
Apparently Vince McMahon. Brooks and Shane Douglas (Michael Shane, 
right, wasn’t there) and a few other TNA stars got a bit of a hostile reception 
when they crashed a WWE commercial shoot in Orlando. 


6 The Wrestler 





By Dan Murph 


and TNA decided to send out a “welcoming committee” to 
greet the WWE crew. 

TNA wrestlers Abyss, Shane Douglas, Tracy 
Brooks, 3 Live Kru, announcer Jeremy Borash, and 
video production chief David Sahadi (who left WWE for 
TNA and has earned critical praise for his recent promo- 
tional videos for the company) visited the shoot bearing 
cookies and balloons. McMahon was furious over the 
interruption, particularly over reports that TNA had 
filmed part of the episode. WWE quickly threat- 
ened legal action, demanding that TNA turn over 
)| all video of the event and seeking an injunction 
against any of the footage being aired. 

TNA then issued a press release, stating that 
“TNA and the TNA superstars involved are very dis- 
appointed with any threats of legal action,” portraying 
the incident as a friendly visit. However, if TNA exec- 
utives were really looking to make WWE employees 
feel welcome, they probably could have done better 
than send the vocally anti-WWE (at least in years 
past) Douglas and Sahadi, whose resignation from 
WWE is probably still a sore spot with the company. 
-| lronically, shortly after the incident, Sahadi an- 
| nounced he was leaving TNA to promote his forth- 
| coming book, although he might return in the future. 

“The Balloon Invasion” was reminiscent of Triple- 
H’s hilarious 1998 “invasion” of a WCW Monday Ni- 
tro event at which he and DX demanded that WCW 
“free” Scott Hall and Kevin Nash. That episode was 
1} one of many turning points in the WWF vs. WCW 
Monday night war, and it’s obvious that the TNA front 
office is hoping it can give TNA some momentum, 
4 just as DX’s stunt did years ago. Many find it odd that 
__ | McMahon took the whole episode so seriously. 

j In other WWE news, morale has been extremely 
~<] low in recent weeks following the spate of talent 
~*] releases in November (See story on page 58). Now 

| several WWE wrestlers and even developmental tal- 
»| ents are very nervous, hoping they won’t be among 
| the targets if the ax falls again. Many sources in 
WWE insist that no more talent cuts are imminent, 
but considering that some of the wrestlers cut were 
used in fairly prominent roles just days before getting 
the news, that could change quickly. 

That sense of dread and insecurity might be 
good news for TNA. WWE talent who feel they 
haven't been getting used to their full potential have 
taken notice of TNA’s new direction and acquisition 
of Hall, Nash, Randy Savage, and Dallas Page. To 


some, TNA is looking more and more 
like a solid career option. However, 
industry insiders are still not sure 
whether TNA will ever be able to turn 
a profit, and thus the company’s fu- 
ture is uncertain. Of course, it has 
been ever since the first TNA pay- 
per-view was held in June 2002, but 
so far, it has managed to Survive. 
Incidentally, just before press time, 
Dusty Rhodes was named the new 
head of the TNA creative team, re- 
placing Jeff Jarrett, so we'll see if 
there is any noticeable change in the 
creative direction the promotion takes. 

WWE introduced two of its most 
controversial characters ever in Mu- 
hammad Hassan (formerly known as 
Mark Magnus in OVW) and his man- 
ager, Khosrow Daivari (formerly 
known as Shawn Daivari on the inde- 


pendent circuit). Just before making Remember Eric Bischoff's old apprentice, Johnny Nitro? He has improved a lot in 
their WWE TV debuts. the pair (along OVW, and he and Joey Matthews recently won the Southern tag title. Their shapely 
. valet, Melina, completes the trio. 





with then-bodyguard Osama) almost 
Caused a mini-riot at an OVW TV tap- 


ing in the new Davis Arena in Louis- vy vy 
ville. A fan became incensed with i 
Hassan’s anti-American rhetoric and 

~OUX 


tried to storm the ring, setting off a By Lash “Cooter” LeRc 
wild melee that even had veteran 
wrestlers buzzing. 

“After the show, | had fans coming 
up to me begging us to get rid of 
those guys before somebody got hurt, 


or worse,” said one OVW employee. FP can he ROSCOE, 
Hassan and Daivari will certainly Mae 7 TELL THIS MAN 
make things interesting in WWE in the Ve. I WANT MY 


coming months. I’m not sure if it will _ ZN) CAR BACK! 
be in a good or bad way, though. > 
New OVW Southern tag champi- 
ons were crowned on November 10 
when the team of Johnny Nitro and 
Joey Matthews (managed by Melina 
Perez) defeated Seth Skyfire and 
Mac Johnson for the belts. | had the a ook ey 
good fortune to be there when the LA - =~) RIA oa im 
belts changed hands and | can tell | < oo 
you this—the sooner WWE puts Ni- 
tro, Matthews, and Melina on the 
main roster the better. The three 
make one of the coolest and most 

exciting cliques in wrestling today. 
OVW also managed to raise 
$4,300 for charity with its November 
12 “Crusade Rumble,” which featured 
several top WWE stars. Results of 
that card were as follows: Alexis 
(Continued on page 77) 
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HOURS (EST) 
Monday-Friday - 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Sunday 


5 Murad St. #2P, Cranston, R RI 02920 | 
www.WRESTLINGSUPERSTORE.com 
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Bech lamer A ipl H 4 Wamaciates 
in PD nd i 2 ; BE - < aS) 
’ wee lie “aes 
Lal "el aieaaen, sear 
- Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica Adult-Size Replica™ Deluxe Replica 
WWEB12 $239.00 WWEDB12 $379.00 WWEB17 $225.00 WWEDB17 $369.00 


Adult-Size Deluxe Ps or RIAU UMMM VIEUEBI' SRG WMIEKEYE Stosito | _ MWeRicir ios. wren s30.0 
WWEDB33: >: W.Classic Belt Replicas 
aR ae By & 4 ant 


 Adult-Size Replica $249.00 Deluxe Replica $399.00 
Winged Eagle (WWEB30) Winged Eagle (WWEDB30) 
1986 Champion (WWEBS2) Intarcontinental (WWEDB31) 























lank 
Chris Benoit 
Shawn Michaels 
Triple H 
o Steve Austin 
] ag Steiner 


Ric Flair 


























Molded directly from the original belt This belt contains over 
1,028 faux diamonds, It is the same thickness and length as 





the original belt, and measures 3 feet, 4 inches in length, and —< 1986 Champion (WWEDB32) 
weighs approximately 6 pounds. The center medallions TT 4 ce SRE Intercontinental with Mini Replica $30.00 
measure 7 1/2 inches tall by 12 inches wide. It has 6 1/2 dollar 9 5 soy ™ black belt strap (WWEB31) Winged Eagle (WWEMINI30) 


sign medallions on each side and closes with a clasp on each : Intercontinental (WWEMINI31) 

end. Each dollar-sign medallion measures approximately 4 (> Intercontinental with 1986 Champion (WWEMINI32) 
inches high by 2 1/2 inches wide. The back side of the belt has i Soe Te white belt strap (WWEBSI¥) Kid-Size Replica $109.00 
a simulated gold leather backing. Belt comes in a velvet -like pate: a Intercontinental with Winged Eagle (WWEBK30) 


or-leM (om eleel(cretlelsmu lim M)(ele @(-1t(-) mum ele lemon @ 3 yellow belt strap (WWEB31Y) Intercontinental (WWEBK31) 


Wy) Classic pgeiaaans Belts Word championship EGW, Championship Belts Kid-Size Replica $109,00 


Attitude Edition ( World Champion (ECWBK1) 
Smokin Skull Cl plonship (ht y(wwebis) | Adult-Size Replica $199.00 Tag Team Champion (ECWBK3) 
World Champion (ECWB1) 


Smoki in’ Skull C fampl 
Deluxe Belt $349.00 Tag Team Champion (ECWB3) 
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atitude Edition (WWED El B20) p23 Television Champion (ECWB2) uf - 
Smokin’ Skull Championship (wwepe1s)| Deluxe Replica $349.00 Mini Replica $30.00 


eam Championship (iid World Champion (ECWDB1) World Champion (ECWMINI1) 


Kid-Size $109, ionshi Tag Team Champion (ECWDB3) Tag Team Champion (ECWMINI3) 








































Attitude Edition EBK20 Television Champion (ECWDB2) hampion (ECWMIN2 
Now available. Personalized Replica Beit AduitSize or Deluxe-Size 
. f Size, 
Personalized Replica Belt pars uy on 5, Naples yal adit Sin Cote Sco, GRREUM $25,0 coch 
Nameplates — nameplates. Please Speci the style and size ae $15.00 each 












United States 


ay == —— » World Tag Team 4) _ Intercontinental rulserweig HY Women's 
Championship Belt =— == Championship Belt Championship Belt Championship Belt 
p lable:8 
"Ivory * 


Nameplates Available: Blank-John Cena Nameplates Available: Blank-William [Nameplates Available: Blank Nameplates Available: Blank 
Kurt Angle-Billy Gunn- Matt Hardy Regal-Lance Storm-Chief Morley-Chris [Randy Orton-Rob Van Dam: Kane 
Chris Benoit: -Rhyn o~Sean O'Haire Jericho- Christian: The Hurricane Chris. Jericho> Goldust-Shawn Michaels 


Billy Kidman - The Hurricane 
Rey Mysterio - Jamie Noble 

D-Von Dudley- Booker T-Goldust T gj 

Bubba Ray Dudley 
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Adult-Size Replica 
WWEB11 $225.00 
Kid-Size Replica 
WWEBK11 $109.00 
Deluxe Replica 
WWEDB11 $369.00 
Mini el Loan 













Adult-Size Heplica 
WWEB10 $225.00 
Kid-Size Replica 
WWEBK10 $109.00 
Deluxe Replica 
WWEDB10 $369.00 
Mini Replica 
WWEMINI10 $30.00 


ruiserweight /United States Tag Team! 
ity Heavyw vyweight / ITV Championship Belts 


Deluxe Replica Adult-Size Replica $199.00 
Cruiserweight WCWDB4 Cruiserweight WCWB4 
—— United Statos WCWDB3 United States WCWB3 
hed Tag Team WCWDB2 Tag Team WCWB2 
World Heavyweight WCWDB1 World Lace ed WCWBI1 
World Television WCWD85 World Television WCWBS5 


Kid-Size Replica $99.00 Mini-Replica $30.00 
Cruiserweight WCWBK4 Cruiserweight WCWMINI4 
World Heavyweight WCWBK1 United States WCWMINI3 
World Television WCWBK5 Tag Team WCWMINI2 


Adult-Size Replica WWEB13 aon 00 | Nameplates available: (World Heavyweight Champion only) World Heavyweight WCWMINI1 
Kid-Size Replica WWEBK13 109.00 The Rock « Chris Jericho + Booker T + Ric Flair 
Deluxe Replica Euan $369.00 Shawn Michaels + Kuri Angle + Triple H + Blank Pore Cee cue ee 
Mini Replica WWEMINIT3_ $30.00 (WCWUDB1) $399.00 


dult-Size & Kid-Si ion lica Bel Deluxe Championship Replica Belts Mini Championship Replica Belts 
Adult-size and kid-size exact-scale replicas are made of simulated All deluxe belts are full-size. Straps The mini replica belts are made from the same material as the 
leather. Each medallion is made of metal and is 2mm thick. The adult- are made of full-size replica belts. Mini replicas are 12-inches long, and 


ne c t . 
size replica fits up to a ae ne niet ene the kid-size replica fits up medallions are irae paths Sat Each deluxe can be used as a wristband or for desktop display. 




















$225.00] Adult-Size Replica WWEB16 $225.00|Adult-Size Replica WWEB18 $225.00 
lica WWEBKi9 $109.00)Kid-Size Replica WWEBK16 $109.00/Kid-Size Replica WWEBK18 $109.00 
ca WWEDBi19 $369.00|/Deluxe Replica WWEDBi6 $369.00/Deluxe Replica WWEDB18 $369.00 
$30.00 | Mini Replica WWEMINI16 $30.00 |Mini Replica WWEMINI18 $30.00 








































Nameplates Shaye Blank- Edge Kurt Angle 
Chris Benoit - Eddie Guerrero - John Cena 
Matt Hardy - Rey Mysterio 


- Hulk H 
* The Rock - Kurt Angle 























Adult-Size Replica WWEBS $225.00 
Deluxe Replica WWEDBS $369.00 
Mini Replica WWEMINIS $30.00 
































The names of all WWE programming, talent, images, likenesses and aca a are the caeuieke ‘proper of WWE. 
All other trademarks, product names, company names and logos cited herein are the property of their respective owners. © Figures Toy Company 2004. 





HOURS (EST) 
Monday-Friday - 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Sunday 
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Wi. 8x10 Photos 


Booker T (studio shot) (WWEPO001) 

Brock Lesnar (holding Kurt Angle) (WWEP003) 
Brock Lesnar (studio shot) (WWEP002) 
Goldberg (studio shot), (WWEP005) 

Chris Jericho (stretching Michaels) (WWEP004) 
Shawn Michaels (slamming Jericho) (WWEP012) 
Shawn Michaels (studio shot) (WWEPOI3) 

Kevin Nash (studio shot) (WWEP009) 

Sable (studio shot) (WWEPOIL1) 

Stacy Keibler (studio shot) (WWEPO14) 

Torrie Wilson (studio shot) (WWEPO16) 

Triple H (studio shot) (WWEPO17) 

Trish Stratus (action shot) (WWEPO19) 

Trish Stratus (studio shot) (WWEPO18) 

Kane (studio shot) (WWEP006) 

Steve Austin (arms raised) (WWEPOIS5) 

The Rock (studio shot) (WWEPOL0) 

Kurt Angle (studio shot) (WWEPO008) 

Kurt Angle (performing Ankle Lock) (WWEP007) 
Rey Mysterio (arms crossed) (WWEP020) 

Sable (laying down flat) (WWEP021) 

Steve Austin (with vest) (WWEP024) 

Ric Flair (in robe) (WWEP025) 

Steve Austin (pointing) (WWEP026) 

Sable (in bikini) (WWEP027) 

Goldberg (slamming Steven Richards) (WWEP028) 
Shawn Michaels (slamming Ric Flair) (WWEP029) 
Chris Jericho (with vest) (WWEPO031) 

Gail Kim (studio shot) (WWEP032) 

The Rock (doing Sharpshooter) (WWEP033) 
Undertaker (black vest) (WWEP034) 

Undertaker (falling on John Cena) (WWEP035) 


Wy pusive JAKKS Action Haures 





























Lita (in net shirt) (WWEP0066) 

Tajiri (spitting at Kidman) (WWEP0065) 

The Rock (arm raised) (WWEP0060) 

Stacy Keibler (black outfit) (WWEP0061) 

Chris Benoit (doing Crossface) (WWEP0062) 

Big Show (doing chokeslam) (WWEP0063) 

John Cena (holding U.S. belt) (WWEP091) 
Undertaker (WrestleMania XX) (WWEP093) 

Stacy Keibler (Bra & Panties Match) (WWEP096) 
John Cena (studio) (WWEP097) 

Rikishi & Scotty 2 Hotty (WWEP094) 

Miss Jackie (cheerleader) (WWEPO095) 

Kurt Angle (studio) (WWEP090) 

Eddie Guerrero (holding belt) (WWEP092) 

Rob Van Dam (studio) (WWEP087) 

Goldberg (pressing Randy Orton) (WWE036) 
John Cena (slamming Undertaker) (WWE037) 
Brock Lesnar (giving Kurt Angle F-5) (WWEP038) 
Goldberg (attacking Randy Orton) (WWEP039) 
Scott Steiner (studio shot) (WWEP040) 

Trish Stratus (studio shot) (WWE041) 

Triple H (Pedigreeing The Hurricane) (WWEP042) 
Kane (slamming Shane McMahon) (WWEP043) 
Eugene (studio shot) (WWEPI05) 


15.00 each or (any 6 for $80.00) 
(unless otherwise statew) 









Spike Dudley™ 



























i ,¥<Pendants, Dog Tags, and Key a: 


Chains 
ited Dri Championship Belt key chain (WWEKC008) 
Triple H logo key chain (WWEKCO14) 

Trish Stratus logo key chain (WWEKCO11) 

Shawn Michaels HBK key chain (WWEKCO13) 

Matt Hardy V1 key chain (WWEKCO1I5) 

Goldust face key chain (WWEKCO0170 

Goldberg logo key chain (WWEKCO018) 

Raw World Championship belt key chain (WWEKC019) 
Steve Austin 3:16 skull key chain (WWEKC020) 
Rey Mysterio mask key chain (WWEKCO021) 
Undertaker devil face key chain (WWEKC022) 
Brock tattoo logo key chain (WWEKC023) 
Triple H logo key chain (WWEKC024) 

Y2J (Ass Clown) key chain (WWEKCO12) 
Stacy Keibler logo key chain (WWEKCO10) 


Pendants 

Y2J (Ass Clown) pendant (WWEPENDANT007) 

Kane mask pendant (WWEPENDANTOII) 

Stacy Keibler pendant (WWEPENDANTO05) 

Steve Austin (What?) pendant (WWEPENDANT009) 
Trish Stratus logo pendant (WWEPENDANT006) 
Undertaker devil head pendant (WWEPENDANTOI0) 
Triple H logo pendant (WWEPENDANTO13) 

Shawn Michaels HBK pendant (WWEPENDANTO008) 
Matt Hardy VL pendant (WWEPENDANTO12) 
Goldust face pendant (WWEPENDANTOIS) 

Goldberg pendant (WWEPENDANTO1I6) 

Rey Mysterio 619 logo pendant (WWEPENDANTO17) 
Steve Austin 3:16 skull pendant (WWEPENDANTO18) 
Rey Mysterio mask pendant (WWEPENDANTO19) 
Brock Lesnar tattoo logo pendant (WWEPENDANT020) 
Triple H logo pendant (WWEPENDANT022 
Undertaker devil face 2 pendant (WWEPENDANTO21) 
John Cena (Word Life) (WWWEPENDANT025) 


$15.00 each§ 
$8.00 each 
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Videos and DVDs by 
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Torrie Wilson™ 1980's Version Hogan Stacy Keibler™ THLE DVD 
(WWEJEX001) (WWEJEX002) (WWEJEX003) (WWEJEX004) : ’ , moreso we 
oy. ; fs Shawn Michaels: From the Vauit.......... (WWEDVD27) $30.00 (WW EV IDEC 127) $20.00 
wig y Judgment Day 2003 .....crersseersenrsevees (WWEDYVD28) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO28) $20.00 
SummerSlam 2003 .ceresereevererersesersersreeners (WWEDYD34) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO34) $20.00 
BAC as Pe 2ODF aca vicseacsectssencarigovesencttbrece (WWEDYD26) $20.00 (WWEVIDEO26) $20.00 
Bad BlOOd 2003 .eiccccsccrsecscscessceserreceseseserere (WWEDVD30) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO30) $20.00 
TnsurreXtiont 2003 ....cccscesscecesrereeeseensvsecees (WWEDYD31) $25.00 (WWEVIDEOS1) $20.00 
Brock Lesnar: Here Comes the Pain...... (WWEDVD29) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO29) = $15.00 
Vengeance 2003 .......-rvececesesvssssereceesseveceves (WWEDVD32) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO32) $20.00 
AVES SUPA Ssccscseehecsstiettucseeesarteotects (WWEDYVD33) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO33) $15.00 
” ; ; : The Monday Night War,.........:0svssss-000 (WWEDVD45) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO4S) $15.00 
Tarz™ Triple H™ Pca soho ley ~“sgccr Mn Exel Heyman) The Stone Cold Trittlt.cesscsssessssoveseesseeee (WWEDVD44) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO44) $15.00 
(WWEJEX00S) (WWEJEX006) BT NWEIEXOON) | CWWEJEXO10) Armageddon 2003 ..iccccssssssvrssseesssisessesen (WWEDVD40) ae (WWEVIDEO40) $20.00 
TTD | SUTvIIOL Series 2003 .ncremenerenmemee (WWEDVD39) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO39) $20.00 
Far East Box Set Legend vs. Legend Vis at. Cause Stone Cold Said S0...cccssssvsves-0 (WWEDVD42) $10.00 Po Batre nas baler Soto 
Killer 2 pack Undertaker: He Buries Them Alive....... (WWEDVD43) $10.00 ecscesenssensenseoresseeoe: - 
Sakoda, Funaki, Akio Sot. SI au hter & Rand Mick Foley: Greatest Hits & Misses...... (WWEDVD41) $30.00 stsvecacenssnnsoneenesnsteseesenscarsesesees 
(WWEJEXO011) “ : y Blood Bath: Steel Cage Matches.......... (WWEDYD35) $30.00 (WWEVIDEO35) $15.00 
ve) Ee Orton (WWEJ00088) John Cena: Word Lifescsccscsssccssssssosesse (WWEDYD47) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO47) $15.00 
$15.00 set $20.00 set Royal Rumble 2004 .ccccsssssssssssssssssoeoeesen (WWEDVD46) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO46) $15.00 
Before They Were Superstars: Vol. 2..... (WWEDVDIS8) $25.00 (WWEVIDEOIS) $15.00 
Raw 10th Anniversary....cesverseeseeeree (WWEDVD20) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO20) $15.00 
rg Jakks Toy Belts = wv Dp pines: specolh Hee a (WWEDVD21) $25.00 NEN sot 
‘ ala A —7 NO Way Ott 2003......sesssesccseevcessseesneesoees (WWEDVD22) $25.00 “VIDEO22) = $20. 
¥ Indisputed Championship Belt (WWEBELTO1) Ba: $18 l | yr Unforgiven 2003 cicecsecssssosvssscsoneseecsone (WWEDVD36) pe (WWEVIDEO36) $20.00 
“Cruiserweight Championship Belt(WWEBELT02) “SS v - BLN Mercy 2003. cseccnaccnacascorssscerenveeee (WWEDVD38) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO38) $20.00 
he Rock’s Brahma Bull Belt (WWEBELT07) i eac 1 ~<-Z Bey olsen rere (WWEDVD24) $25.00 Re aay 
; _ —~ estleM ania XIX ....e.ceecsecrveserecsnersvesneesnee (WWEDVD23) $30.00 (WWEVIDEO23) $20. 
Vorld Heavyweight Belt (Attitude edition) (WWEBELTO4) J = WrestleMania XX .seccccsersnsserecsescee (WWEDVDS0) $35.00  (WWEVIDEOSO) $20.00 
“European Championship Belt (WWEBELT11) Divas : South of the Border. .ccceccvs-0e- (WWEDYVD49) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO49) $15.00 
; Undertaker Belt (WWEBELT06) No Way Ott 2004 ..0....ccccccvsseseesnsveensesnsseene (WWEDVD48) $25.00 (WWEVIDEO48) $20.00 
vJntercontinental Championship Belt (WWEBELT09) rege acs seseneeneensennenneeneentes ~ (WWEDVD51) ope pant pe OET Sees 
‘ag Te: , : : WERELT Of Fare 2004 .2.......cesresesvsssesseeseesesers (WWEDVD53) 00 { eVIDEOS3) = $15. 
lag Team Championship Belt (W W EBELI 10) “te, Judgment Day 2004 .cccssccsssscsscessuesssson (WWEDYDS2) $25.00 (WWEVIDEOS2) $20.00 
ight-Heavyweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT12) Bad Bignd 200 = 6 OG (WWEDVDS5S5) $25.00 (WWEVIDEOSS) $20.00 
aw Heavyweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT20) The Great American Bash 2004.............. (WWEDVDS57) $25.00 (WWEVIDEOS7) $20.00 
Sinris Cold Smokin’ Skull Belt (WWEBELTOS ) WW. smackDown! s™ ad i Vengeance 2004 ....ss.ccscosvsssereronssesereceserenss (WWEDYDS58) $25.00 (WWEVIDEOSS) $20.00 
Wwnited States Championship Belt (WWEBELT21) belt (WWEBELT2 Chris Benoit: Hard Knocks........1.0000 (WWEDYVDS56) $30.00 (WWEVIDEOS6) $15.00 
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no holds barred 





With Will Welsh 


1990 through 1995. | was only 17 when | stepped _ taller and 40 pounds heavier than you screaming in your 


i SERVED IN the United States Marine Corps from myself into, but until you have a man who is five inches 


onto the plane that would take me to South Carolina face and forcing you to do triangle pushups in the swelter- 

for boot camp at Parris Island. | was scared and excited ing heat of a South Carolina summer, you have no idea of 
at the same time. the world of hurt you’re about to enter. However, after three 
Before arrival, | thought | knew what | was getting months of in-your-face, hardcore training, | emerged as a 


Muhammad Hassan and his manager, Khosrow Daivari, are not claiming to 
be terrorists on WWE TV, but when Hassan says he might lead a revolt 
against the U.S. if they and other Arab-Americans aren’t treated better, that’s 
the implication. Will Welsh considers this the worst kind of exploitation. 
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17-year-old U.S. Marine. 

Yes, | was still 17, which means that | couldn't 
legally drink or even legally vote, but | could legally 
die for my country. 

How weird that strikes me today. 

Shortly after graduating from boot camp, | went to 
Tennessee for schooling in avionics. Only a few 
months after my arrival, the United States led a coali- 
tion of nations against Saddam Hussein. Senior offi- 
cers were telling us in the schools to prepare for 
immediate withdrawal from school and deployment 
overseas. They said that the order could come at 
any time, and we needed to be ready. 

| was scared to death. 

Luckily for me, that never happened. The Gulf 
War ended before it ever really began. | finished out 
my schooling and my five years in the Marine Corps 
without ever having to fire a round in anger or dodge 
a round heading in my direction. The only sand | saw 
came provided by the island of Okinawa and the 
beautiful California coastline. 

| never realized just how lucky | was until our inva- 
sion of Iraq. 

Most of the friends | made in the Marines were 
like me. They did their time and then got out. How- 
ever, | had plenty of acquaintances that were plan- 
ning to make the Marine Corps their lifelong career. 
Their goal was to spend 20 to 30 years in the Mar- 
ines and then get out with a full government pension. 

Today, | wonder how many Marines | knew— 
even if | can no longer remember their names—have 
died in Iraq. I’d like to think that none of the people | 
spent time with in the Marines has been killed, but 


j that’s probably wishful thinking. Considering the 


number of casualties over there, some probably 
have. | can only hope that if that’s the case, they 
went as peacefully as possible and with the knowl- 
edge that everyone over here greatly appreciates 
and deeply respects their sacrifices. 

Of course, not everyone in the United States does 
deeply respect the sacrifice of the men and women 
who are currently fighting overseas. Vince McMahon 
says he does, but he doesn't. If he did, he wouldn't 


be kicking off what might 
very well turn out to be the 
most controversial storyline 
in WWE history. 

The debut of Muhammad 
Hassan and Khosrow Daivari 
has been an outright embar- 
rassment to the wrestling 
community. Their storyline is 
the kind of fodder that allows 
mainstream media organiza- 
tions to pick apart wrestling as 
the low-brow, uncultured form 
of entertainment they always 
say it is—and this time it’s 
impossible to argue with them. 

Hassan and Daivari aren't 
terrorists, Iraqi nationals, or 
even al Qaeda sympathizers. 
Instead, they’re Arab-Ameri- 
cans who feel that they've 
been wronged in the after- 
math of 9/11 and the inva- 
sions of Afghanistan and Iraq. 
They say they—and other 
Arab-Americans they know— 
have been treated differently 
in recent years, and that f 
they're tired of it. | 

What's wrong with that? 
Nothing. If the U.S. suddenly 
went to war with Wales and 
people started isolating and 
treating people with the last name of “Welsh” differently, I'd 
be upset too. It's an easy argument to understand—and 
even sympathize with. 

Of course, WWE matchmakers, sensing that they need- 
ed to do something to make these two stronger heels, 
pushed the envelope even further. So, in a promo de- 
signed to inflame WWE's core white, Anglo-Saxon audi- 
ence, Hassan stated that he’s prepared to lead a revolt 
against this country if things don’t change. 

In other words, what Hassan did in that promo was 
make a veiled reference to terrorism. 

I'm disgusted by it. | hope everyone reading this col- 
umn is too. What WWE is trying to do is create really, 
really cheap heat by appealing to the lowest common 
denominator. It’s disrespectful to everyone who lost his 
or her life on 9/11 and to everyone who has served— 
and died—in Afghanistan and Iraq since then. It’s disre- 
spectful to the Arab-American minority, and it’s disre- 
spectful to Arabs worldwide. 

Heck, it’s disrespectful to those of us who have a brain. 

Here’s WWE's take on the storyline, courtesy of 
www.wweparents.com: 

“WWE is introducing two new Arab-American char- 
acters on Monday Night Raw. Muhammad Hassan and 
Khosrow Daivari are U.S. citizens who have grown up 
in America. They love their country. However, they now 





Val Venis and whatever other WWE stars hand out beatings to Hassan will surely hear a lot of 
cheers from WWE crowds. They won't hear any from a certain former Marine. 


face a new and different kind of relationship with their 
fellow U.S. citizens as a result of being Arab-American 
in a United States still struggling with the tragic events 
of September 11, 2001. Raw will explore the challenges 
Hassan and Daivari face as Hassan tries to make his 
mark as a new WWE superstar under the guidance of 
Daivari as his manager.” 

Note that WWE doesn’t mention the veiled threat of 
terrorism. It can’t and it won't. To do so would validate 
everything the critics of the storyline have to say. 
Instead, this is WWE's attempt at playing down what it 
is attempting to do with these two wrestlers: make 
money off of racism. 

WWE has done this before, but it’s never done so in 
such a blatant manner. Not even Sgt. Slaughter’s transfor- 
mation from ultrapatriotic American to American turncoat 
during the Gulf War was this controversial. That storyline 
only created bad feelings toward one person, Slaughter. 
WWE's currently storyline is creating extremely danger- 
ous, untoward feelings for an entire American cultural 
group—feelings that have the possibility to ignite ugly 
scenes outside of WWE shows as soon as they end. 

At the age of 17, | was ready to die for my country. 
As Vince McMahon nears the age of 60, he might not 
be ready to die for his country, but he sure as heck is 
ready to exploit it. a 
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OHN CENA GOT into a fight in an after-hours night- 
J club following the October 5 Smackdown taping in 
Boston. Perhaps too cocky on his home turf, the 
WWE superstar mixed it up with the wrong crowd, was 








John Cena got thousands of get-well wishes via wwe.com after 
he was, um, stabbed in an altercation in a nightclub. A lot of 
kids were no doubt upset by the news. Harry Burkett was upset, 
too, but not by anything that actually happened to Cena. 
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By Harry Burkett 


Stabbed in several places, and suffered a serious puncture 
wound to his kidney. It looked as if Cena, the up-and- 
comer who was destined to become Smackdown’s fran- 
chise player, might need a kidney transplant. 

As much as WWE wanted to protect Cena’s privacy, 
Jim Ross—probably wanting to get ahead of the Internet 
rumors—acknowledged on the air that Cena had sus- 
tained injuries in a nightclub brawl. At the Smackdown 
taping held the following night, General Manager Theo- 
dore Long said the incident had been mentioned on Raw 
without his consent. Nevertheless, Long addressed the 
matter honestly and directly with the locker room and all 
WWE fans. Long acknowledged Cena had been in- 
volved in a fight and a stabbing, and it was unknown 
when—or if—he could ever return to the ring. 

To their credit, Michael Cole and Tazz immediately 
squelched our worst fears, insisting that while Cena’s 
injuries were serious, they were not life-threatening. Long, 
Cole, and Tazz said their hearts and prayers were with 
Cena, but that Smackdown would continue without him. 

Thank goodness WWE took the high road. At a time 
when NBA players are brawling with basketball fans, 
melees are breaking out at college football games, and 
desperate housewives are dropping their bath towels 
and jumping into the arms of NFL players, WWE could 
have tried to hide the incident. But, no, at a time when 
moral issues were the deciding factor in a presidential 
election, WWE openly admitted that one if its top super- 
stars was involved in something as unsavory as a bar- 
room stabbing. Moreover, WWE was willing to sacrifice 
ratings points in order to be straightforward with its fans. 
By acknowledging Cena’s condition and his subsequent 
hiatus, WWE knowingly gave viewers one less reason to 
watch Smackdown on Thursday nights. 

| was particularly touched when Michael Cole and Tazz 
informed fans they could log on to wwe.com and send 
Cena their get-well messages. | was tempted to send “The 
Doctor Of Thuganomics” a message of my own. Instead of 
e-mailing my condolences and words of encouragement 
through wwe.com, I’ve decided to share my message with 
all of you—and it comes straight from the heart. 

Here it is: John Cena, Vince McMahon, Jim Ross, 
Theodore Long, Michael Cole, and Tazz, all of you should 
be ashamed of yourselves! How dare you tell us that John 
Cena was stabbed in a nightclub when he’s been looking 
pretty healthy to everyone on the set of his upcoming 
movie, The Marine! John Cena, don’t you feel the least bit 
guilty about the emotional hardship you’ve caused the 
thousands of kids who wiped their tears aside to share 


their innermost thoughts and 
feelings with you at wwe.com? 
What do you think of all those 
children who stayed up past 
their bedtimes to send heartfelt 
messages that you're probably 
never going to read? 

Obviously, no one in WWE 
cares. And it became apparent 
this was just another wrestling 
angle when Theodore Long ac- 
cused U.S. champion Carlito 
Caribbean Cool and his body- 
guard, Jesus, of being involved 
in Cena’s stabbing. Did the 
WWE powers-that-be ever stop 
to think about the many fans, 
particularly the younger ones, 
who would feel used and be- 
trayed by the whole night- 
club/stabbing cover story? 

Exploitation. It's a tricky con- 
cept that can lead to great rat- 
ings and buy rates ... or can flop 
miserably and hurt a wrestling 
company's credibility. Wait a 
minute, | Know what you're think- 
ing. How can | possibly use the terms “wrestling” and “cred- 
ibility” in the same sentence? Isn't that a contradiction? 

Not really—and this is a concept that only wrestling fans 
can understand. Don't ever try to explain it to an outsider 
with a skeptical view of wrestling, because they will never, 
ever get it. WWE does have a bond of trust with its fans— 
and | think it shattered that trust with the supposed John 
Cena stabbing. 

Cena had to reduce his schedule with Smackdown so 
he could travel to Australia to work on his WWE-produced 
movie, which is slated for release in 2005. So Creative had 
to cover for his absence. Fine. Someone decided that 
Cena had been stabbed in a nightclub. Perhaps it was 
meant to be a takeoff on a real-life incident involving 
shawn Michaels nearly a decade ago, but | like it. The 
announcers went so far as to say that Cena’s kidney was 
punctured, and that he might need a transplant. Edgy, grit- 
ty, and reall like it even more. 

Then Cole and Tazz encouraged fans to log on to 
wwe.com to send their get-well messages. Stop! | call 
a foul! 

Now, fans, | think we have come upon the new invisi- 
ble line in wrestling. When | tune in to Smackdown at 
8:00 on Thursday night, | want it to be tough, realistic, 
and, yes, exploitive all the way until 10:00. Almost any- 
thing should be fair game. Does Chavo Guerrero Jr. want 
to mock his uncle for being a former drug addict? Does 
Rob Van Dam want to blame Paul Heyman for running 
ECW out of business? Does Linda McMahon want to call 
Vince a two-timing scoundrel? Go for it! Blurring reality 
and fantasy is what separates wrestling from Monday 


SITET da l-Melele ile ltt-1ge Mm fo] mi Or-lall com Or-lalelel-t-1n) 
Cool, was left to take up his man’s feud with 
Cena for him after Carlito suffered a separated 
shoulder. Burkett thinks Triple-C deserves our 
get-well wishes more than Cena did. But there 
was no e-mail address set up for him by WWE. 





Night Football and The Bold & The Beautiful. 

But WWE telling fans to send Cena get-well messages 
via wwe.com went too far. Fans want to be entertained by 
wrestling, but they don’t want to be told lies. | don’t have a 
problem with storylines being advanced on wwe.com, but 
the site shouldn't be used to make something like this 
more convincing. It reminds me of an incident in which 
Andre the Giant brutally attacked Hulk Hogan in the mid- 
1980s. Vince McMahon gave a mailing address on Super- 
stars Of Wrestling, encouraging viewers to send Hogan 
their get-well wishes. A friend of mine sent Hogan a post- 
card. Two weeks later, he received the WWF Christmas 
Catalog. Even as a young teenager, my friend was able to 
figure out the real reason behind the pitch. He felt the 
WWE had lied to him. 

Shawn Michaels and Bret Hart exploiting their real-life 
rivalry was good. Jerry Lawler using his “Owen Hart voice” 
to sell a storyline injury on Raw was bad. DeGeneration X 
playing off the WWF's behind-the-scenes Kliq was good. 
Hulk Hogan injuring Richard Belzer with a headlock just to 
prove wrestling was real, well, that was really bad. 

Before we went to press, John Cena made his surprise 
return to Smackdown, challenged Carlito Caribbean Cool, 
and regained his U.S. title. Cena attacked Carlito merci- 
lessly, and I'm sure Cena will get the blame—or credit—for 
Carlito being on the disabled list for the next several 
months. As it turns out, Carlito has a legit separated shoul- 
der suffered in a house show match with Hardcore Holly, 
and Cena’s attack on him will no doubt be the cover story. 

So let’s send our sympathies to someone who de- 
serves them. Get well soon, Carlito. a 
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thumbs up 





Thumbs Up to Josh Matthews. Matthews, a former Tough Enough finalist, never 
should have never gotten himself involved in Booker T’s feud with John Bradshaw 
Layfield and Orlando Jordan. He should have followed journalism’s (he is a journalist, 
right?) number-one rule: Report the news; don’t make it. However, we’ll give Matthews 

a pass on this one. He was forced into action, and instead of backing down like a scared 
sissy the way so many backstage interviewers do (see 

Jonathan Coachman), he pushed back. That took guts, 

which is why we’re saluting him. 





















Thumbs Up to “Diamond” Dallas Page. It must be hard to come out of retirement 
and immediately begin a rigorous in-ring schedule when you're approaching the age of 
5O0—but that’s exactly what DDP has done since debuting for TNA this fall. Page, who, 
save for a handful of matches, had been out of the ring since spinal injuries forced his 
departure from WWE in November 2002, has returned to the sport to feud with his long- 
time rival Raven. He got into Raven’s head early and often, and although we’re still not 

sure what he meant when he said, “Rent’s due,” his energy 
and enthusiasm have been surprisingly refreshing. 














Thumbs Up to Shelton Benjamin. Who knew when Shelton Benjamin was teaming 
with Charlie Haas for Smackdown that he’d turn into one of the most upstanding and 
respectable wrestlers in either of WWE’s locker rooms? Benjamin’s change of heart— 
plus his success as a singles wrestler—has really put him in Raw’s spotlight as one of 
the brand’s future top stars. His run as Intercontinental champion has been enjoyable to 

watch, and we've really liked watching him foil Christian’s attempts at reclaiming the 
belt. It looks like nothing will hold him back. 











Thumbs Up to C.M. Punk. One of the most intriguing feuds in Ring of Honor in 
2004 saw Punk acting like a punk as he got in the face of former NWA World champi- 
on Rick Steamboat. Repeatedly. We ripped Punk and begged ““The Dragon” to come 
out of retirement and show Punk the error of his ways. It never came to that. Punk 
finally came around to Steamboat’s way of thinking and became his ally. Since then, 
he has been one of ROH champ Samoa Joe’s toughest challengers. As of press time, he 
had held Joe to two 60-minute draws. We wouldn’t be surprised to see that ROH belt 
around Punk’s waist soon. 
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correspondents reports 








A steel ladder proved to be an effective weapon for NWA champ Jeff Jarrett against Jeff Hardy in their lad- 
der match at Victory Road. Scott Hall and Kevin Nash proved to be even more effective. 


Orlando, FL: TNA Victory Road 
Correspondent: Jack Chetney 


Jeff Jarrett defending his NWA championship against 


Jeff Hardy in a ladder match is the match that most of 
those ordering Victory Road wanted to see. It was the mar- 
quee match of the night, and it was made even more 
intriguing by the fact that Scott Hall and Kevin Nash were 
inside the arena and promised to get involved. 

Hardy took the match to the champion early, rushing 
Jarrett and quickly throwing him into a pair of ladders. He 
then scaled one of the ladders and came off the top with a 
scintillating dropkick that connected with Jarrett’s face. With 
the champion dazed, Hardy squeezed Jarrett in between 
the legs of a ladder, putting a lot of pressure on the champi- 
on’s sternum. Afterward, Hardy tried scaling another ladder 
to reach the belt suspended above the ring, but Jarrett 
recovered enough to keep him from recovering the gold. 

For a short time, Jarrett had the momentum, but Hardy 
fought back with a top-rope swanton bomb that left the 
champion gasping for air. Hardy, sensing his chance, 
once again set up the ladder in the middle of the ring and 
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started climbing it, 
but Hall came down 
to ringside, climbed in 
the ring, and stopped 
Hardy’s ascent by 
planting him into the 
mat with a Razor’s 
edge. 

Even though secu- 
rity quickly escorted 
Hall out of the ring, he 
continued to involve 
himself in the match, 
forcing Hardy to basi- 
cally wrestle the bout 
™ as a handicap match. 
1 Somehow, he main- 
tained the advantage, 
nearly winning on a 
couple of occasions. 
However, once Nash 
made his first appear- 
ance, Hardy’s fate 
was sealed. 

“Big Sexy” strolled 
down to ringside car- 
rying two guitars. He handed one to Hall, and they both 
clocked Hardy over the head with them, knocking the high- 
flyer loopy. Jarrett added a third guitar shot, which sent 
Hardy straight to the mat. Jarrett quickly set up a ladder 
and grabbed the belt to retain his championship. 

In other bouts: Hector Garza won a 20-man battle 
royal, last eliminating Frankie Kazarian ... Johnny B. 
Badd, Ron Killings, Erik Watts, & Pat Kenney defeated 
The Naturals, Kid Kash, & Dallas ... Mascarita Sagrada 
pinned Piratita Morgan ... B.G. James & Konnan defeat- 
ed NWA tag team champions Bobby Rude & Eric Young 
to win the title ... Trinity beat Jacquelyn ... Monty Brown 
beat Raven and Abyss in a triple threat match ... TNA X 
champion Petey Williams beat A.J. Styles ... James 
Storm & Chris Harris beat Christopher Daniels & Elix 
Skipper in a last-team-standing match. 


Cleveland, OH: WWE Survivor Series 


Correspondent: Jamie Locke 


Entering this match for the Smackdown title, defending 


champ John Bradshaw Layfield had surprised the entire 
wrestling community with his long, effective championship 


reign. However, Booker T—having yet to achieve the kind 
of success in WWE that he achieved in WCW—was des- 
perate for a world championship win. 

The match started off with some intense back-and-forth 
action. It was easy to see that both JBL and Booker T felt 
they had something to prove against the other. After the 
first few minutes, the match spilled to the outside, where 
JBL—with the help of Orlando Jordan—took charge. JBL 
threw Booker T onto the announcers’ table and watched as 
Jordan suckered Booker T with a devastating clothesline. 

Back in the ring, JBL maintained contro! with a cobra 
clutch and then a sleeperhold. Booker looked like he was 
ready to pass out as a result of insufficient blood flow to the 
brain, but he pulled adrenaline from deep within his body 
and elbowed his way out. Layfield tried to stay one step 
ahead of Booker by throwing him in Jordan's direction, but 
Booker took out Jordan with a superkick. 

Booker maintained control over the next few minutes 
and came close to winning the championship after nailing 
JBL with a top-rope dropkick. Layfield, ever the cagey vet- 
eran, broke the subsequent pinfall attempt by grabbing the 
bottom rope, saving his strength in the process. Shortly 
thereafter, Jordan interfered again, allowing JBL to drive 
Booker’s head into the mat with a DDT. 

Smackdown backstage interviewer Josh Matthews 
made his way down to ringside to help even the odds, but 
his attempts to help Booker were ineffective. Still, Booker 
nearly finished JBL with a scissors kick, but the ref was 
down when he made the cover. A few minutes later, JBL 
clocked an unsuspecting Booker with the title belt to gain a 
horribly tainted win. 

In other bouts: Cruiserweight champion Spike Dudley 
beat Billy Kidman, Rey Misterio Jr., and Chavo Guerrero 
Jr. in a four-way match ... Intercontinental champion 
Shelton Benjamin beat Christian ... The Big Show, Eddie 
Guerrero, Rob Van Dam, & John Cena beat Kurt Angle, 
Luther Reigns, Mark Jindrak, & Carlito Caribbean Cool in 
an elimination match ... The Undertaker beat Heiden- 
reich ... Women’s champion Trish Stratus beat Lita by 
disqualification ...Randy Orton, Chris Benoit, Chris Jer- 
icho, & Maven beat Triple-H, Edge, Gene Snitsky, & 
Batista in an elimination match. 


Highland, IN: IWA Mid-South 
Correspondent: Jake Reynolds 


Fans of both Ring of Honor and TNA lament the fact 
that they can't witness some of their favorite wrestlers tak- 
ing on one another because of legal problems. One match 
they've been dying to see but haven't been able to yet has 
been A.J. Styles (who is under contract to TNA) against 
C.M. Punk (an ROH regular). 

Well, thank goodness for IWA Mid-South. Because the 
promotion is neutral territory, Styles and Punk were al- 
lowed to meet in its ring—and with the promotion’s heavy- 
weight championship on the line! 

Before the match began, Punk indicated that he was 
ready to take the championship from Styles by smiling 
when it was announced that their match had been given a 


one-hour time 
limit. He started § 
the match strong 
by keeping 
Styles ground- 
ed on the mat 
by working over 
the champion’s 
arm. Styles, ap- 
parently frus- 
trated, tried to 
catch Punk with 
an early Styles 
clash, but Punk 
smartly blocked | 
the maneuver. 

In blocking it, 
though, Punk 
left himself open 
for a kick to the 
back of the neck. 
Styles then fol- 
lowed up with a 
baseball slide 
that Knocked 
Punk off the ring apron and to the outside—and when he 
hit a pescado, a large segment of the audience thought 
that his defense of his title was going to be successful. 

Punk, however, continued to fight back. He sent 
Styles into the front row with a tope, and then he evad- 
ed an attempted clothesline. Styles did connect with a 
high-impact dropkick, but he landed poorly and came up 
holding his arm. Sensing opportunity, Punk focused on 
the injury, first with a hammerlock lariat and then with a 
hammerlock DDT. Eventually, he locked Styles up for 
good with his anaconda vise submission hold. Styles 
tried to resist, but the pain proved too much, so he 
tapped out, giving Punk the championship. 

In other bouts: Trik Davis beat Chandler McClure ... 
Davey Andrews beat Mike Wallace ... Matt Sydal beat 
Chris Sabin ... Dusty Rhodes & lan Rotten beat Chris 
Candido & Steve Stone ... Women’s champion Mer- 
cedes Martinez beat Mickie Knuckles by disqualifica- 
tion ... Women’s champion Mercedes Martinez and 
MsChif wrestled to a double-countout ... Anthony 
Franco & Evan Starsmore beat Shane Hagadorn & 
Matt Turner ... Lightweight champion Jimmy Jacobs 
beat J.C. Bailey ... Ryan Boz beat Abyss by disquailifi- 
cation ... Chad Collyer beat Claudio Castagnoli ... Tag 
team champions The Wildcards beat Homicide & B- 
Boy ... Danny Daniels beat B.J. Whitmer ... Roderick 
Strong, Austin Aries, & Nigel McGuinness beat Samoa 
Joe, Ace Steel & “Spyder” Nate Webb. a 





Although C.M. Punk was unable to rearrange 
A.J. Styles’ face at a recent IWA Mid-South 
show, he was able to beat Styles by submis- 
sion and take his heavyweight title. 


Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, 


Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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By Dave Lenker 


LTHOUGH IT OFTEN sounds 
A like a copout when Vince Mc- 

Mahon says it, | believe a 
major ingredient in WWE’s winning 
formula Is the organization’s willing- 
ness and ability to mirror society. 
Because of the 9/11 attacks and the 
war in Irag, Arab-American relations 
are and have been front and fore- 
most in many of our minds for quite 
some time now. 

Ever since the horrific happenings 
of that fall day more than three years 
ago, developments in the Arab com- 
munity and Middle East have domi- 
nated the headlines of newspapers, 
AM talk radio airwaves, as well as 
cable and national news broadcasts. If 
the so-called mainstream media can 
use the topic to sell newspapers and 
advertising and fill programming slots, 
why not WWE? Is Vince McMahon 
supposed to turn a blind eye to the 
proverbial elephant in the room simply 
because some believe professional 
wrestling appeals to those on the 
lower end of the evolutionary chart? 

No. In fact, | would argue that 
WWE has an obligation to itself, its 
shareholders, and to the fans to mine 
some of the most topical social issues 
of the day for fresh material—espe- 
cially if they are controversial. Without 
new fodder, WWE's storylines will 
become stale, and interest will wane. 

However, | don’t believe for one 
moment this obligation gives WWE 
license to trample the feelings of any- 
one affected by the state of global 
affairs, be they soldiers, terror victims’ 
families, or peace-loving Arab-Amer- 
icans. The developing program involv- 
ing Muhammad Hassan and Khosrow 
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Daivari could have 
succeeded, but only 
if WWE handled it 
tactfully. 

While Hassan 
had been plying his 
trade in OVW for 
weeks as the despi- 
cable Muhammad, | 
was encouraged by 
the way WWE intro- 
duced the duo to 
Raw viewers. 

Instead of pre- 
senting two villain- 
ous sneaks that 
spat out anti-West- 
ern epitaphs a la 
The Iron Sheik (al- 
though they did 
chat to each other B& 
in their native lan- fies 
guage), Hassan 
and Daivari made 
a de facto plea for 
understanding and 
tolerance from the 
fans by stressing | 
what loyal Amer- 
icans they are. Be- 
lieve it or not, this 
was a chance to 
portray them as fan 
favorites, to show that they sought 
to prove to their fellow Americans 
that they were as patriotic as any- 
one, even if some in this country 
discriminate against them. Mc- 
Mahon could have shown them ris- 
ing above the prejudice. 

Was | convinced that WWE would 
continue this tack? No, | figured it 
was just a matter of time before the 
program degenerated into a hysteri- 
cal mish-mash of hate-inspired jin- 








WWE made it clear that Val Venis was the hero and Muhammad 
Hassan the villain in this match, but Dave Lenker suggests that 
Hassan could be portrayed in a much more sympathetic light 
after he was introduced. Well, could have been. 


goism. Sure enough, within weeks, 
Hassan spoke of leading a revolt if 
he and Daivari weren't treated bet- 
ter. Sadly, I’m ready to call the Has- 
san and Daivari experiment a failure 
already. Unless things change, it ap- 
pears it will be geared toward the 
fans’ basest qualities, vindicating 
wrestling’s haughty critics. But it 
didn't have to be that way. 

Dave Lenker is the editor-in- 
chief of THE WRESTLER. 
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By Frank Krewda 

H, BROTHER! IT looks like 
O PC Police have set up their 

new headquarters in THE 
WRESTLER’S editorial offices. If com- 
plaining about Vince McMahon's 
and WWE's insensitivity has shown 
me anything, it’s that both are at 
their best when they’re producing 
edgy programming and taking 
down ivory towers. And if any in- 
dustry has license to smash tab- 
oos—including the sensitive new 
dynamic of Arab-American rela- 
tions—it’s professional wrestling, 
led by the industry’s chief nose- 
thumber, McMahon. 

For better or worse, WWE has 
emerged as the last major American 
wrestling company standing after all 
these years by virtue of McMahon’s 
penchant for “crossing the line.” 
Sure, this approach has backfired at 
times, but not because the high- 
brows had their sensitivities upset, 
mainly because vignettes like Mae 
Young giving birth to a hand or 
Kane’s necrophilia did nothing to ad- 
vance what happened in the ring. 

WWE can trash Hassan and Dai- 
vari all it wants to, as far as I’m con- 
cerned, but the honor and integrity 
of the U.S.A., its leaders and its citi- 
zens, the feelings of the Coalition 
soldiers and their families, as well 
as the victims of 9/11 and their fami- 
lies must be upheld at every turn. 

Unlike you, Dave, | wasn’t particu- 
larly encouraged by Hassan’s in- 
troductory promo. By having him and 
Daivari virtually grovel for peace, 
WWE puts the onus on the fans 
(and symbolically, all Americans) to 
accept these two. Let’s make no mis- 


takes. Hassan 
and Daivari are 
here because 
there are ram- 
pant, and at 
times _justifi- 
able, anti-Arab 
feelings in the 
air in this coun- 
try these days. 
Don’t make us 
look like the 
bad guys just 
for being wary 
of two Middle 
Easterners. 
Maybe some will 
construe this as 
a sad commen- | 
tary on Our So- 
ciety, but at- 
tempts to por- 
tray them as fan 
favorites would 


waste of time 
and energy. You 
might convince a 
small percent- 
age of fans to 
sympathize with 


An Arab-American wrestler who stares skyward in praise of Allah 


their plight as jis pretty much guaranteed to get booed in the U.S. Frank Krewda, 
Arab-Americans, however, isn’t convinced that’s the wrong way to go with Hassan 


but others would and Khosrow Daivari. 
Surely be con- 

fused as to how they were supposed 
to feel about these new characters. 
And the last thing a promoter wants is 
to have fans unsure of which way to 
react to a wrestler. 

Appealing to our basest instincts? 
Has there ever been any other way in 
WWE? No, | can’t see where there 
has. Restraint and good taste have 
never been the earmarks of WWE 


programming and they shouldn't be 
now just because the focal characters 
look like the enemy. Hedging doesn't 
work in this case. It’s very simple: 
Either present Hassan and Daivari as 
the outright enemy and push that 
envelope, or don’t bother incorporat- 
ing ethnicity into the storyline at all. 

Frank Krewda is a senior writer 
for THE WRESTLER. 
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introducing: — 
__FRED SAMPSON 


Like so many other young 
independent wrestlers, Fred 
Sampson has long dreamed 
of pursuing a career in WWE. 
Just two years into his pro 
career, the New Jersey native 


has already gotten a chance 
to live his dream ... sort of 








dent wrestler dreaming of someday securing a 

spot on the WWE roster when you get an invi- 
tation to come and hang out backstage at a nearby 
WWE TV event. You’re going to be put on something 
called the standby list, meaning the company might 
use you on TV, or it might not use you at all. But you 
will be paid for your time. 

You're that close to the big time, and powerless to 
do anything about it but show up and hope. So you do 
exactly what you’re told, you help anywhere you can, 
and you wait for your opportunity. And hope some 
more. That's guaranteed to raise the old blood pres- 
sure into the danger zone. 

Fred Sampson is more familiar with the standby list 
than most. The 6’2”, 250-pound Union, New Jersey, 
native has had the good fortune to be invited to 
numerous WWE events, and has appeared on WWE 
TV a few times. Look carefully at the posed picture 
accompanying this article. Recognize that guy as the 
police officer who corralled Los Guerreros a while 
back? How about as one of The Undertaker’s 
WrestleMania XX druids (although he had his face 
covered by a hood that time)? Or more recently, when 
he was a security guard—a role he has already played 
several times—protecting Kurt Angle’s gold medal on 
Smackdown during the week of Thanksgiving? 

lf Sampson looks just a little bit familiar, that is in all 
likelihood why. And here’s a little more about the man 
they call “The Bonecrusher.” 

Growing up in New Jersey during the height of the 
Monday night wars, it was only natural that Sampson 


i OW’S THIS FOR anxiety: You are an indepen- 
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would become a WWF fan. But his 
father passed down an apprecia- 
tion of the old school approach. 

“My father had old tapes of the 
NWA and Mid-South territory and 
he gave them to me,” Sampson 
said. “| watched them all, but the 
WWF was still really my favorite.” 

Sampson took up amateur 
wrestling in high school, where he 
competed as a heavyweight. After 
graduation, he enrolled in the train- 
ing school of the New Jersey-based 
Independent Wrestling Federation, 
where he learned the ropes from 
Roman and Kevin Knight. Around 
the same time, Sampson discov- 
ered bodybuilding and began work- 
ing off his baby fat and replacing it 
with muscles of granite. 

“In wrestling, you don’t want to 
be built like your average next- 
door neighbor. You want to look 
like a monster like the guys you 
see on TV,” Sampson said. “That's 
not to say you have to be huge 
with muscles everywhere, but I’m 
a believer in looking tight and lean. 
lf you want the fans to accept you 
as an athlete, you have to look like 
an athlete.” 

After making his pro debut in 
the IWF just two years ago, 
Sampson quickly became one of 
the company’s most popular 
wrestlers. He defeated Knight to 
win the IWF heavyweight title and 
dominated opponents with his 
Bonecrusher finisher, a running 
powerslam that utterly flattened 
his victims. After losing the title, 
Sampson turned against his fans 
and joined forces with Knight, who 
up until that point had been his arch-nemesis. At the 
same time, the evil Roman turned fan favorite, so 
Sampson and Roman continued their long feud, even 
though both had changed ideologies. He has also 
become a regular with the Delaware-based East Coast 
Wrestling Association, in which he works closely with 
Jim Kettner, one of the most respected independent 
promoters in the Northeast. 

Apparently, the WWE scouting staff likes what they 
see from “The Bonecrusher,” and although he has 
never wrestled a match for the company yet, he has 
been welcomed backstage. 

“Working for WWE, even in the limited capacity I’ve 
had so far, has been a great learning experience,” 
Sampson said. “Whenever | can, | talk to the road 





It’s not all that often that Fred Sampson takes to the air the way he is doing here against 
Billy Bax. He’s more of a power wrestler. “The Bonecrusher” has become a powerful force 
in both the IWF and the ECWA. And he’s gotten face time on WWE TV. 


agents, like Arn Anderson, Fit Finlay, and Dean 
Malenko and ask them for advice. Arn in particular has 
been great, though I’m sure he wouldn’t know me from 
Adam. | always go to him for advice and talk to him 
about moves and connecting with the audience, and 
then | take whatever | learn from Arn back to the IWF, 
so it has helped me a lot.” 

At 21 years old, Sampson has a lot going for him. 
He’s making invaluable contacts in WWE, he’s learning 
from an established and experienced promoter/trainer 
in Jim Kettner, and he’s blessed with the physical size 
and power to compete against larger opponents. He’s 
also developing acting skills and—perhaps most impor- 
tantly—patience. One of these days, that patience is 
bound to pay off in a big way. LJ 
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_ from bell to bell 


HESE LAST THREE weeks 

i have been a surreal experi- 

ence for me. The man re- 
sponsible for the strangeness of my 
days is Jorge Rivera, and as I’m 
writing this, he’s only been gone for 
a little more than a day, having re- 
turned home to Mexico City. 

Before the doors of my wrestling 
school, Chikara Wrestle Factory, 
opened for business, | spent a lot of 
time watching tapes from Japan, 
Mexico, and elsewhere in order to 
get a more “global sense” of pro 
wrestling. One particularly curious 
tape fell into my possession, that of 
Ultimo Dragon’s Toryumon off-shoot 
called T2P (Toryumon 2000 Pro- 
ject). The in-ring style of the T2P 
wrestlers was confounding, almost 
impossible to describe. It was com- 
pletely unlike anything | had seen 
before, and upon talking to my 
wrestling friends who had also seen 
it, | found that it was unlike anything 
any of us had seen before. 

When the second T2P video was 
released, | was eager to study it. 
The transitions, the holds, the 
escapes—it was almost as if the 
style had come from another planet. 
In the middle of their second tape 
was an odd exhibition match in 
which an undersized Mexican Lucha- 
dor outshined everyone on the 
show with an array of moves | had 
never seen before. Although the 
graphics and commentary were in 
Japanese, the box clearly listed him 
as “Jorge Rivera.” I'd never heard 
the name before. 
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By Mike Quackenbush 


[Editor's note: Mike Quackenbush, who has held 
numerous titles in the United States and beyond, files 
reports on the life of an independent wrestler seeking to 
make an impact on the business. In this issue, he writes 
about the strange, yet amazing saga of Skayde, a 
masked wrestler/trainer whose identity isn't exactly a big @ 
secret in Mexico, but was a secret—for a while—to a | j 
number of independent wrestlers in the States.] | 


Rabe vib af 


A lot of masked Luchadores would 
guard their identities with their © 
lives. Not Skayde, head trainer of 
dal-mm Mela i litelimeleclilelicelimiclm cells 
years. Lucha fans in Mexico, for the 
most part, know he is Jorge Rivera, 
even though he has never lost his 
mask. But Mike Quackenbush didn’t 
get in on the secret until Skayde 
took his mask off in front of him. 























Fast-forward about 18 
months to the summer of 
2003. Chikara Wrestle Fac- 
tory had since graduated 
three classes of students 
onto the independent circuit, 
but in all that time, | had not 
seen Jorge Rivera again. It 
seemed as if he came and 
went in the course of just one 
match. As the first CHIKARA 
Tag World Grand Prix drew 
near, we recruited Skayde, 
the trainer at the Toryumon 
Gym in Mexico, to join us for 
a few days. | hoped that 
maybe he would be able to 
help me solve the mystery of 
Jorge Rivera, and perhaps 
share with us some of the 
cutting-edge concepts that 
made the T2P_ unique. 
Skayde, who wears a Cos- 
tume based on that of Japanese 
superhero UltraMan Taro, had been 
a regular on the Mexican indepen- 
dent scene for two decades. 

You can only imagine my sur- 
prise when upon entering my train- 
ing facility and closing the doors, 
Skayde pulled off his mask to 
reveal Jorge Rivera underneath. My 
brain was going in circles. Why 
would he compete on a [T2P card 
without his mask? Why was this 
Luchador so nonchalant about 
revealing his identity to strangers? 

The answers to those questions 
were not immediately obvious, 
largely because there wasn’t a lot of 
time for chit-chat. Rivera spent the 
next two days tying us all in knots 
and showing us some of the style 
that is, more or less, his invention. 
When the weekend and the Tag 
World Grand Prix tournament were 
over, many of us wondered if we'd 
ever see the face of Jorge Rivera 
again. Fortunately, our eagerness 
to learn made an impression on the 
man that has been serving as the 
head trainer of the Toryumon for 
the last four years. 

Rivera has taught more than a 
dozen classes at Chikara Wrestle 
Factory since then, and in that time, 
I've had the chance to find out a lit- 
tle bit more about him, Skayde, and 


his identity crisis. After 18 years as 
an active wrestler, Jorge’s distinct 
style has made him stand out in 
Mexico, and his unique in-ring work 
has basically outed him from his 
various masked identities, like 
Boomerang, Super Flecha, and 
scores of others. While he has 
never lost his Skayde mask, it is 
common knowledge in Mexico that 
Rivera and Skayde are one and the 
same. When he competes for 
ENESMA under another name, 
Destello, he is typically met with 
chants of “Skayde,” showing that 
Lucha fans are not fooled by any 
mask. It seemed like everyone was 
in on the “secret” ... except for us. 

This strange revelation is not the 
reason I’ve had such a Surreal 
experience over the last few weeks. 
Following CHIKARA’s live events in 
October, Rivera decided to stay on 
at Chikara Wrestle Factory and 
teach for a while, remaining with us 
through our November schedule. It 
provided Chris Hero and me a wel- 
come break from teaching each 
week and gave us an opportunity to 
learn from a true mat master and 
innovator. 

When we’re not training or study- 
ing videos, we’ve had the chance to 
find out more about Rivera and take 
him on the road with us to indepen- 





Working with Skayde at their Chikara Wrestle Factory has been an enriching experience for both 
Quackenbush and his fellow trainer, Chris Hero. They became students again themselves in try- 
ing to pick up the unusual style that Skayde has mastered. 


dent cards and events around the 
region. Lucha Libre is a family tradi- 
tion for Rivera: His brother, Bravo 
de Norte, is a fellow independent, 
and Los Brazos, his cousins, have 
been major stars since the ’80s. It’s 
a tradition he takes very seriously, 
and a vocation he embraces. That 
dedication is evident every time he 
slips between the ropes. For those 
of us that have studied him in the 
past, it’s an odd experience to now 
learn from him directly. Especially 
for Chris and l, it’s a humbling 
switch to once again be in the role 
of student, as so much of what 
makes up Rivera’s unique style Is 
new to us. 

In just 12 weeks, Rivera will be 
back to teach again at Chikara 
Wrestle Factory, and I’m certainly 
looking forward to it. To have him 
training even part-time with us is a 
learning opportunity that is both 
intimidating and rare. It’s particular- 
ly rewarding for those of us that, 
just two years back, meticulously 
pored over every minute of his T2P 
work, wondering who he was and 
where he came from. Just spending 
the last three weeks learning under 
Jorge has been like a Lucha-fla- 
vored episode of The Twilight Zone: 
a mind-blowing voyage to the brink 
of the surreal. L 
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Spotlight On... 





JEFF HARD 


E IS ENIGMATIC, he is charis- 

matic, and he is one of the men 

TNA is banking on to take the 
promotion to the next level ... Jeff Hardy 
had the honor of headlining TNA’s last 
weekly Wednesday night pay-per-view 
card on September 8 in Nashville, its 
first three-hour Sunday night PPV, 
Victory Road, on November 7 in Or- 
lando, Florida, and a special card that 
aired on Fox Sports Net’s Best Damn 
Sports Show Period. Unfortunately for 
Hardy, NWA heavyweight champion 
Jetf Jarrett came out on top in all three of 
those contests, a standard match, a ladder 
match, and a cage match, respectively. 
But it was never easy for him ... Now 
Hardy is looking for yet another rematch 
and bracing for battle against Jarrett and 
TNA’s two other self-proclaimed Kings 
of Wrestling, Scott Hall and Kevin Nash. 
Jeffrey Nero Hardy was born on 
August 31, 1977, in Cameron, North 
Carolina ... Inspired by the success of 
Shawn Michaels and others of his size, 
began training for a wrestling career 
when he was in his mid-teens ... Honed 
his trademark high-risk daredevil style 
competing in makeshift rings and tiny 
venues throughout the Carolinas ... A 
long-time comic book fan, Hardy devel- 
oped a masked alter-ego named Will 0’ 
the Wisp based on a little-known Marvel 
Comics villain ... In March 1995, Hardy 
(as Wisp) defeated his brother, Matt 
(who was competing as High Voltage at 
the time), for the NFWA title in Robbins, 
North Carolina ... Wisp became one of 
the top stars in OMEGA (Organization 
of Modern Extreme Grappling Arts) Pro 
Wrestling and won that promotion’s new 
frontier championship in August 1997 ... 
The brothers continued their rivalry, with 
Jeff beating Matt (then wrestling as 
Surge) for the NDW light heavyweight 
title in February 1998 ... But when the 
brothers weren’t feuding under their 
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alter-egos, they were establishing them- 
selves as a formidable and exciting tag 
team ... Won the NWA 2000 tag title in 
March 1998, beating the more experi- 
enced tandem of C.W, and Pat Anderson 


... Embarked upon their first tour of 


Japan that summer, with Wisp beating 
Ikuto Hidaka for the UWA middleweight 
title in one highlight ... Returned 
to OMEGA Pro, where they cap- 
tured that promotion’s tag title, 
following that tour. 

The Hardys’ high-flying, high- 
risk antics and innovative tag 
style caught the eyes of WWF tal- 
ent scouts, and the brothers were 
invited to participate in the 
WWF's “Funkin’ Dojo” camp in 
1998, where they trained under 
former NWA World heavyweight 
champion Dory Funk Jr. 
Briefly competed in the WWF 
under ornate, Lucha Libre-style 
hoods as The Jynx Brothers, and 
were used as preliminary talent 
... After just a few TV appear- 
ances under hoods, Matt and Jeff 
began wrestling under their given 
names, but the change didn’t help 
their win-loss record all that 
much ... Not at first, anyway ... 
Scored an upset win over Kai- 
entai’'s Men’s Teoh and Sho 
Funaki on Sunday Night Heat in 
September 1998 ... Legendary 
tag team wrestler and former 
Fabulous Freebird Michael Hayes 
was impressed with the brothers 
and took them under his wing, 
giving them a Freebird-style 
makeover along the way. 

Both Hardys wrestled at the 
1999 ECWA Super 8 Tour- 
nament, with Jeff losing in the 
quarterfinals to Devon Storm, and 
Matt beating Christian York in 
the opening round and then fall- 





ing to Christopher Daniels in the semifi- 
nals ... Jeff and Matt scored their biggest 
win to date by prevailing over Edge and 
Christian at the 1999 King of the Ring 
pay-per-view ... Two days later, on June 
29, the brothers upset The Acolytes— 
Faaroog and Bradshaw—to win the 
World tag team title ... Bradshaw and 
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April 1995: Yes, that was Hardy when he trans- 
formed himself into his alter-ego, Will 0’ the 
Wisp, during his days in the Carolina indepen- 
dents. He dug out the getup for his one and 
only Ring of Honor appearance in 2003. 
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March 1998: Hardy was a daredevil long before he 
made his mark in WWE. The target of his breath- 
taking aerial attack here is Richard Slinger. 


Faaroog regained the title the following 
month, while the Hardys parted ways 
with Hayes ... Briefly aligned with 
Gangrel as part of The New Brood and 
continued feuding with Edge and 
Christian ... That feud went to a higher 
level when the two teams faced each 





March 1999: The Boyz from Cameron wore some pretty silly-look- 
ing tights early on in their WWE careers. But they worked well 
together nonetheless, taking care of other rising tag teams such 
as Too Cool. 
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other in a spectacular best-of-five 
series, organized by Terri Runnels, 
with the winning team securing 
the managerial services of “The 
Horny Little She-Devil” 
Hardys won the deciding bout in 
the $100,000 Terri Invitational 
Tournament, a thrilling ladder 
match, at No Mercy in October 
1999 .... With his spectacular 
swanton bomb finisher and rock 
star looks, Jeff was pegged by 
many observers as the breakout 
sensation of the team, occasionally 
drawing comparisons to Michaels 
... Received a rare WWF singles 
bout on Raw in January 2000, 
beating Al Snow inside a steel 
cage ... The Hardys beat another 
“brother” tag team—The Dudley 
Boyz—in a table match at the 
2000 Royal Rumble as part of a 
tremendously exciting feud. 

The following month, Terri 
turned against her team, and they 
took on long-time friend Lita as 
their new manager ... The associa- 
tion with Lita was a breakout 
move for all involved ... Col- 
lectively dubbed Team Extreme, they 
became one of the most beloved factions 
in WWE ... Faced off against those 
damn Dudleys and Edge and Christian in 
an epic ladder match at WrestleMania 
XVI in April 2000 ... 
The bout, won by 


Edge and Christian, was voted Match of 
the Year by readers of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated ... Edge and Christian also 
won a rematch at SummerSlam (PWI's 
second runner-up for Match of the Year), 
that three-way being a tables, ladders, 
and chairs match ... At Unforgiven 2000 
in September, the Hardys regained the 
WWF tag title with a win over Edge and 
Christian in a cage match ... Lost the 
belts on October 22 to E & C (dressed as 
The Conquistadors), but regained them 
the following night when they outsmart- 
ed Edge and Christian and wore the 
Conquistador suits themselves ... Lost 
the gold to Right To Censor’s Bull 
Buchanan and The Goodfather tin 
November 2000 ... At the 2000 Survivor 
Series, Jeff was the sole survivor in a 
match pitting the Hardys and Dudleys 
against E & C, The Goodfather, and Bull 
Buchanan ... The brothers won the 
World tag title a fourth time on March 5, 
2001 ... Again faced the Dudleys and E 
& C (in what was voted 2001’s Match of 
the Year) at WrestleMania X7. 

Jeff's breakout moment as a singles 
competitor came (or at least appeared to 
come) on April 10, 2001, when he 
scored the biggest upset of his career, 
beating Triple-H for the Intercontinental 
title at a Smackdown taping after Matt 
interfered ... HHH regained the title just 
six days later on Raw, but it looked like 





June 2000: Here’s an unorthodox way of breaking up a pinfall 
attempt against your brother. Jeff ascends to the top rope and 
delivers a beautiful swanton bomb that would certainly take 
Test by surprise. 


July 2000: Team Extreme in its early days. The Hardys and Lita made for an awesome 
threesome inside the ring when they were on their games. But executing all those high- 
risk moves took a toll on all of them. 


Jeff had arrived as a singles sensation ... 
Defeated Jerry Lynn for the light heavy- 
weight title on June 5 but dropped the 
championship less than three weeks later 
to X-Pac ... Bounced back to beat new- 
comer Mike Awesome, a former ECW 
World champion, for the hardcore title 
on July 10 ... Then feuded with Rob 
Van Dam over that belt, dropping the 
title to RVD in a ladder match at the 
Invasion PPV 12 days later ... Won it 
back from Van Dam on August 13, only 
to lose it back again six days later at 
SummerSlam ... The brothers Hardy 
reunited to win the WCW World tag title 
from Booker T and Test in October 2001 
and won their fifth and final WWF tag 
title in November. 

Tensions soon flared between the 


brothers stemming from Matt’s romantic 
relationship with Lita, and Matt and Jeff 
squared off (with Lita as guest referee) at 
Vengeance in December ... Jeff came 
out on top in a disappointing showdown 
... In July 2002, Jeff beat William Regal 
to win the European title ... Fought old 


April 2001: Triple-H thought he’d have a fairly easy defense of his July 2001: Although Rob Van Dam dominated their rivalry, 
Intercontinental title when he took on the much smaller Jeff. He Hardy would undoubtedly agree that he had some of the most 
learned the hard way never to underestimate a Hardy. Alas, it exciting matches of his career with RVD, especially when a lad- 
wasn’t the beginning of a great singles run. der was added to the mix. 
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nemesis RVD in a match to unify the 
Marcn 2003: As Jeff's European title with the I-C title later that 
WWE career progressed, ‘arn 
his look just got odder | ee month, with Van Dam again winning. 
and odder. But he still Ree Jeff's career hit the wall in 2003 due 
gave stars like Christian, r : to accumulated injuries, personal prob- 
whom he first encoun- |) aii. \Ee : fod 
tered in a thrilling best-of- io cS lems, and his decision to place more 
five tag team series years y Ze I, ie emphasis on outside interests such as 
earlier, some stiff tests. writing poetry and performing with his 
band, Peroxywhygen ... Didn't seem all 
that upset by WWE’s decision to release 
him ... Took time off to pursue his other 
interests ... Returned to the ring for a 
Ring of Honor card in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey, in July 2003, beating Joey 
Matthews and Krazy K in a three-way 
bout, only to be booed before, during, 
and after the match by fans who felt he 
had lost his passion for wrestling ... In 
the summer of 2004, he signed for a 
match against A.J. Styles in TNA, falling 
to “The Phenomenal One” in an exciting 
match ... Dusty Rhodes lobbied for 
Hardy to ink a full-time TNA deal, and 
Hardy ultimately agreed, contingent 
upon receiving a title shot ... Has yet to 
beat Jarrett for that NWA belt, but he has 
become a focal point of TNA storylines 
and remains a top contender to both the 
heavyweight and X division titles. LJ 
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November 2004: We’re not sure why 

Hardy doused himself in green paint for 
July 2003: Months after getting released by WWE, Hardy showed up fora one-time-only his ladder match with NWA champ Jeff 
appearance in Ring of Honor, beating Krazy K (shown) and Joey Matthews in a three- Jarrett at TNA’s Victory Road, but it didn't 
way. In a surprise, he was practically booed out of the building. help him score a victory. 
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THE MOST UNTOLD STORY IN PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING HISTORY 


In 1984 at the age of only 14, Shawn Crossen had a dream that was simply unheard of at 
the time. He wanted to have his very own professionally wrestling league for kids. So 
starting out with absolutely nothing, he built a league from the ground up that would 
eventually be known all across the country as NWF Kids Pro Wrestling. 


Within two short years, the NWF was soon being aired in over 20 major markets all across 
the country through their very own weekly cable tv show, but Shawn had even bigger 
plans in store for the league. The idea was to hold actual live house shows in front of 
paying spectators, something that had never been tried before. Friday, May 9th, 1986 
marked the first of many successful public events promoted by Shawn and his league of 
kid wrestlers. It seemed as though this league would last forever. 


But a major interference would take place in early 1987 that would change the entire 
future of this amazing league. From the triumphs to the failures, learn this incredible 
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af i spasaaais) story that is so remarkable, it will leave you in awe of just how talented this league was 
$24 “re W ISBN et20 200) 63e0) and the kids that were a part of it. 
(risscloouar) Now for the first time, learn the story of a backyard wrestling league that took place years 


before the term “backyard wrestling” ever existed. This is the true story of NWF Kids Pro 


FUE ) Wrestling. 
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P NW i: 
eer ey non, 3 Friday, May 9th. 1986 was a date that will never 
| be forgotten in NWF history as this was the first 
_ ever “live” public card promoted by the NWF at 
_ the Anoka Armory. Over 300 fans filled the 
armory that night for an incredible card. Now 
relive all the excitement for the first time in nearly 
20 years on this incredible DVD. 
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Saturday, July 26th, 1986 marked the NWF’s return 
to the Anoka Armory. Several big matches were 
_ signed including The Super Ds getting their rematch 
_ with The Rough Russians, The Barbarians defending 
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ORDER ONLINE AT 


_ against The Dream Team, and Crusher Crossen up : 
_ against Mr. X for the NWF World Title. This Dvois | WWW.nwfwrestling.net 
_ full of NWF action second to none. OR ORDER BY MARL: 


TEER SUPER GARD 
Saturday, October 18th, 1986 marked the biggest 
card ever promoted by the NWF at the Anoka 
Armory, with a complete sellout as over 450 plus 
fans attended this event. Several big matches 
including Crusher Crossen against Mr. Macho and 
Kid Kelsey against Slick Steenerson, but the big 
main event featured 6’-8” 272 Ibs. Luscious Larry 
against the NWF’s very own Pretty Boy Taylor. 


- Please send me the following items. | have 

. included a check or money order for the following: 
__ Pro Wrestling Kids’ Style (PB) $14.99 
__ Pro Wrestling Kids’ Style (HC) $24.99 
__DVD: Superstars Spectacular 86 $16.99 ° 
__DVD: Superstars Spectacular 87 $16.99 - 
__DVD: NWFs Summer Sizzler $16.99 
__DVD: The Fall Brawl $16.99 


: SEND TO: C&F SERVICES, INC. 
P.O. BOX 49 
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Saturday, August 23rd, 1987 marked the NWF’s 


_ final card promoted at the Anoka Armory. On this 


card were several NWF stars such as The Invaders, 


it all back in 1986. 


SCHOFIELD, WI 54476 


The Destructors, and The Ice Dragon. But thebig . 
_ one was Crusher Crossen defending his NWF title : Address: 
_ against long time friend and now enemy Kid “Hot : city: 
_ Stuff’ Kelsey. An amazing night of wrestling as the - 
_ NWF promoted it’s sequel to the event that started = State/Zip: 


: All orders outside the US and Canada must add $3.00 per item - 
" to cover additional postage. Please allow 2 weeks for delivery © 
’ within the US and Canada and 3 weeks for international delivery. , 
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CHARLIE HAAS 
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“For the recon iid not have an affair with Dawn 
Marie. That never happened. lve known Dawn fora 
while now, and we've been friendly, maybe evena 
little flirtatious in the past. All very innocent by the 
way...! don't know why Dawn is saying these things.” 
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HARLIE HAAS ISN'T accustomed 
§ to being the center of controversy. 

The soft-spoken Seton Hall gradu- 
ate would much rather let his actions in the 
ring speak for themselves. 

Unfortunately for Haas, the center of con- 
troversy is exactly where he finds himself 
these days ... although there are worse fates 
than being the object of desire of both Dawn 
Marie and Jackie Gayda. 

It all started when Haas injured his knee 
during Smackdown’s European tour in Oc- 
tober, and then had the injured knee attacked 
by Billy Kidman. While Haas was off television 
recuperating, Dawn Marie began appearing on 
Smackdown, claiming she was privately nurs- 
ing Haas back to health. Dawn Marie alleged 
she and Haas were having a steamy affair, 
even though Haas had recently gotten en- 
gaged to Jackie, his manager, and denied 
having anything more than casual contact with 
the sultry brunette. 

Now Jackie and Dawn Marie are in the cat- 
fight to end all catfights, and Haas is stuck in 
the middle. Making matters worse, Haas’ tag 
team partner, Rico, was unexpectedly re- 
leased from WWE in early-November, leaving 
Charlie a bit unsure of his next career move. 
Now Haas has been medically cleared to 
wrestle, but he’s having a difficult time focusing 
on his career while he’s dealing with two love- 





# struck and jealous divas. At some point he'll 


have to decide whether he wants to focus on 
singles competition or find a new partner. And 
if he can clear everything up with Jackie, he 
still has a wedding to plan in his spare time. 

Senior Writer Dan Murphy sat down with 
Haas to talk about the injury, Dawn Marie’s 
allegations, and Haas’ plans for his future. 
“Considering everything that's been going on, 
both in his personal and professional life, | 
found Charlie Haas to be surprisingly com- 
posed and clear-headed,” Murphy said. “He’s 
been through some upheavals, but he seems 
to have his head about him. | hope he can find 
some stability soon.” 


: Charlie, | realize it’s a sensitive 
question, but it’s one that Dawn 
Marie has brought into the pub- 
lic domain, and | would be re- 
miss if | didn’t ask about it. Is 
there any truth to what Dawn’s 
been saying about the two of 
you having an affair? 

: This whole situation is ridiculous, 
Dan. | have no idea where all of 
this is coming from. I'd rather we 
just not talk about it. | get angry. 

: | understand your reluctance, 
but this has gone from being a 
personal scandal to being a 
public spectacle. You’ve been 
pretty quiet about this, and | 
think you owe your fans an 
explanation. 

: | respect the fact that you've got a 
job to do, Dan, but my personal 
life isn’t for the fans’ consumption. 
She must be pretty unstable if she 
cooked up this story. Jackie and | 
want to keep our private life pri- 
vate if we can. | can’t help it if 
Dawn Marie is going around mak- 
ing up ridiculous stories. 

: You do realize that by trying to 
remain silent, you’re inviting 
speculation and adding more 
fuel to the fire of this rumor, 
right? 

: Okay, | can see you're not about 
to let this go. For the record, | did 
not have an affair with Dawn Ma- 





rie. That never happened. I've —{ Charlie Haas is looking for a new regular partner, he could do worse than Rey Misterio Jr., 
known Dawn for a while now, and although Misterio is currently tagging with RVD. But if he wants to go solo, seeking singles 


we've been friendly, maybe even matches against Misterio wouldn't be a bad idea. He’s open to just about anything, it seems. 


a little flirtatious in the past. All 
very innocent by the way. When | 
hurt my knee on the European 
tour, Dawn was one of the first 
people to come over and see if | 
was all right, and | appreciated 
that. Then she came to the hospi- 
tal to check on me, which was 
also very nice of her. But there 
was nothing in the least bit sexual 
that happened. | don’t know why 
Dawn is saying these things. 

: Do you think it’s a matter of 
Dawn really having a thing for 
you, or is she trying to exploit 
your relationship with Jackie to 
boost her own career? 

: | really don’t know. Hopefully this 
whole thing can be cleared up and 


we can all move on. I'd rather be 
concentrating on winning titles 
than talking about Dawn’s mo- 
tives. This has all been blown out 
of proportion. 


: How has this incident affected 


your relationship with Jackie? 
She has stood by you publicly, 
but has she questioned you pri- 
vately? 


: Jackie is the love of my life, and 


she’s been great through this 
whole thing. She asked me one 
time about why Dawn would do 
this, and | told her what | told you. 
Everything is fine with us. She 
gets a little crazy when Dawn 
starts making stuff up in front of a 
national TV audience, so they’ve 


had some run-ins that everyone, 
unfortunately, has gotten to see, 
but | can’t blame her for freaking 
out like that. If some guy was 
making up stories like that about 
her, I'd be in his face too. 


: That’s certainly understand- 


able, and | do appreciate your 
honesty on such a sensitive 
subject. Now on to other mat- 
ters. How close are you to be- 
ing back to 100 percent physi- 
cally in the ring? 


: | should be back in top form two to 


three weeks from now. Luckily, 
the injury wasn’t as severe as it 
could have been. The knee just 
locked up on me and | felt a pop 
and some pretty severe pain. I’m 
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thankful that | didn’t need any 
major surgery, and it should be 
just as good as new real soon. 

: What's the first order of busi- 
ness now? Kidman exacerbat- 
ed your injury with his shooting 
star press, and then he at- 
tacked Jackie. Then a couple of 
weeks ago, Heidenreich left you 
laying in the middle of the ring 
when you came out to break up 
a Catfight between Dawn Marie 
and Jackie. Will you be out for 
revenge on either of those guys, 
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or do you have 
something 
else planned? 

A: Oh, I'd love to 
: get my hands 
on Kidman, first 
of all. It’s one 
thing to try to 
injure me. That's 
fine. I’m fair 
game. But for 
him to go and 
put his hands 
on a woman for 
no reason, that’s inexcusable. 
Kidman is the lowest piece of 
garbage there is, and I'd like noth- 
ing better than to take out my frus- 
trations on him. | haven't forgotten 
what he did, and he won't forget 
what I’m going to do to him if they 
give me the chance. 


: What about Heidenreich? 
: | don't get that guy. | imagine you 


saw what happened when we 
were supposed to have a match 
on Smackdown. | don’t know if it 
was even 30 seconds in that he 


Being caught in between two beautiful 
women such as Jackie Gayda (left) and Dawn 
Marie (above) is the kind of thing dreams are 
made of, according to some guys. Not Haas. 
It’s been a nightmare for him. 


just bailed out 
of the ring and 
had some sort 
of mental 
breakdown. 
I'm sure I'd 
have to get in 
line behind 
The Under- 
taker to get 
another 
match with 
him. He’s 
probably not 
through with 
him just yet. 
But if the guy 
is that unsta- 
ble, what’s 
the point? I’ve 
found’ that 
wrestling is all 
about karma. 
If he’s ever 
ready to wres- 
tle me man- 
to-man, I'll get 
my chance 
against Heid- 
enreich, and 
I'll make the most of it. 





: Are you sure that’s a battle you 


want to fight? Heidenreich can 
be awfully dangerous. 


: This is a dangerous business. If 


you want to survive in wrestling, 
you can’t back down from any- 
one, no matter how big, ugly, or 
crazy they might be. | wouldn’t 
be a wrestler if | didn’t think | 
was Capable of holding my own 
against anyone out there, includ- 
ing Heidenreich. 


: Since Rico was released by 


WWE, you’re now without a 
partner. Are you planning on 
competing as a singles wres- 
tler, or will you look for a new 
partner? 


: That depends, really. | see my old 


partner, Shelton Benjamin, is 
doing a great job over with Raw 
as Intercontinental champion. 
Maybe it’s time for me to take a 
crack at the U.S. title. Of course, 
I'd love to get some shots at the 
[Smackdown] title, but | have to 
move one step at a time. 


Q: 


Haas has shown he can hold his own against Benoit in recent years 
(below), so that could bode well for a solo career for him. Avoiding the 
injury bug (right) from here on is something he really needs to do. 


: Does that mean you're all done 


with tag teams? 


: Not at all. Rico was a great part- 


ner, and we had a lot of success, 
and | wish him the best of luck. | 
feel comfortable as part of a tag 
team. There’s just something 
about working as a unit with 
another wrestler, trying to get 
yourself totally in synch with him, 
that | find appealing. | like that kind 
of challenge. If | could find the 
right partner, I’d love to get back 
into a tag team. 


: Who are some guys you could 


see yourself teaming with? 
Have you felt anybody out yet? 


: There are a few guys | think I’d 


really like to tag up with. Rob Van 
Dam and Eddie Guerrero come 
right to mind. Rey Misterio could 
be a strong choice. And I'd cer- 
tainly always want to have The 
Big Show on my side. That would 
make things quite a bit easier on 
me. But a tag team is really all 
about team chemistry. That’s 
much more important than just 
pairing off two skilled guys. | really 
have to think it over more. 

You made reference to Shelton 


- | think | know what | 


: Thank you, Char- | 


Benjamin before. A lot of us 
thought that you guys having to 
split up was a bad thing, but he 
took full advantage and just 
dove right into the singles divi- 
sion with Raw and has become 
a breakout star. 
Are you tempted 
to try to do the 
same thing? 


you're getting at. I’ve 
been part of a tag 
team for most of my 
career, but | don’t 
look at it like I’m tak- 
ing the safe route 
with my career. | just 
really enjoy tag 
team wrestling. But 
like | said, I’m keep- 
ing my _ options 
open. At this stage 
of my career, I’m 
more than ready to 
wrestle on my own 
every night. 


lie, and good luck 
getting things 
back in order. 


A: Thanks, Dan. Things are look- 
ing up. | can’t wait to really get 
back into the swing of things. | 
think 2005 could be a great 
year for me both professionally 
and with Jackie. L) 
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How Taboo Tuesday & Victory Road 
Changed The Sport Forever 


uncharted territory. Risks were taken. Bold decisions were made. And fingers were 
crossed in Stamford, Connecticut, Nashville, Tennessee, and Orlando, Florida. 

With Taboo Tuesday, Vince McMahon and WWE experimented with a new pay-per-view 
concept on a day of the week on which their fan base isn’t used to watching wrestling at all. 
With Victory Road, the Jarretts and TNA changed their business model entirely and prayed 
their first foray into the world of Sunday night pay-per-view would be a success. After all, they 
wouldn’t get another chance to make a first impression, not on Sunday night at least. 

So how did they do? Allow us to break down the two shows for you, starting with ... 


T HIS FALL SAW the two biggest wrestling companies in the United States enter 


34 The Wrestler 











REVOLUTION! 


Triple-H (opposite page) and Jeff Jarrett (below) were the big winners inside the 
ring at Taboo Tuesday and Victory Road, respectively. Were their promotions 
big winners for going forward with their bold PPV plans? 







-, 











_ 
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TABOO TUESDAY 


Taltnele trol lave m= Mal-\wam ey-\’oielclen(-\umelelalale em Uti 
in which you have already saturated (some 
would say oversaturated) the market was quite 
the risky endeavor. World Wrestling Enter- , 
tainment did just that, however, and complicat- 
ed things by traveling a route that’s even more 
difficult. It unveiled plans to tackle one of the 
least likely nights of the week for a wrestling 
pay-per-view: Tuesday. 

With this move came innovation. Knowing full 
well that the evening itself would be a tough sell 
to its increasingly fickle audience, WWE trotted 
out a new concept. Entitled Taboo Tuesday, this 
October 19 event, held at the Bradley Center in _ 
TITEL Cctemmelel (eM el-Melliccie-talm@iceliim-li\ mel ann 
the promotion’s long, storied history. Rather 
tsrlamecLdiaremiaeel eles maliici-iim come (-ley(e(-Mh Wal-l ante l ar 
would and would not see, McMahon, always the 
risk-taker, decreed that the fans themselves 
Wfole] (Me (=tel(e(- Mmm CoM: [nM -> 4(-11] OME al-\vaRu cele] (eile) [e1.¢ 
the challengers, match stipulations, and, for one 
match, even the diva costumes. In theory, Taboo 
Tuesday had all the makings of a historic card. 

Come} al-Mam dalelerel imum tomer: li itare mm del-me-jole)\me-1 aimee) ce 
niLelef-MecJOlelel=t-1- Mim ale) Mh imel iim: Mb ilat-laleit-| me) e-larel ele) ial! 
anyway. WWE's preliminary estimates suggested 
that the show drew only about 174,000 buys, the 


One strong positive working for Taboo Tuesday was that due to its interactive nature, 
we got to see Chris Jericho defend the I-C title against fellow fan favorite Shelton 


Benjamin, a match we would not likely have seen otherwise. 
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ames ° 


= | aired on the USA Network in the 








WWE hoped some unusual stipulation options for some of the match- 
es would pique the interest of fans who were on the fence as to 
whether or not to order Taboo Tuesday. Fans chose the head-shaving 
Stipulation for the Eric Bischoff-Eugene match. 


lowest number for a WWE pay-per-view in many 
years, lower than even Smackdown’s No Mercy 
(193,000), which took place less than three weeks 
earlier and offered a subpar card, and Raw’s 
September offering, Unforgiven, which pulled in 
POM MOLOLOM ol UM -Mer-lerere) celialem Com WA's = 

The news sounds even worse 
when you consider that those 
numbers were down by 47,000 
buys in the case of No Mercy and 
37,000 buys in the case of Unfor- 
foTAYZ=)ammexejitley-ie=1e Mm com tal-mileltlg-s-mmce) 
the PPVs of the same names in 
2003. A lot of the blame has to be 
placed on the company, which, 
again, knew it was taking a risk, 
but Taboo Tuesday’s buy rate 
surely couldn't have been helped 
by the fact that it aired opposite 
Game 6 of the white-hot American 
League Championship Series 
between the Boston Red Sox and 
the New York Yankees. But there 
was some good news coming out 
of the event. 


Tuesday Night Triumphs 

1. It's Tuesday. WWE has long 
_ had a thing for Tuesdays. There 
| was Tuesday Night Titans, the 
cable-TV faux interview show that 


mid-1980s and gave us such mem- 
orable moments as Vince Mc- 
Mahon dressed in a canary-yellow 











suit. Then there was Tuesday in Texas, a half-price 
pay-per-view in 1991 famous for Jake Roberts and 
his Elizabeth slap as well as a rematch between 
new WWF World champion The Undertaker and 
Hulk Hogan just six days after they clashed in a 
controversial bout at Survivor Series. In 2004, fans 
got Taboo Tuesday, a full-price pay PPV that 
allowed them to vote on title matches and stipula- 
tions. Hmmmmmm, that sounds interesting. It 
almost made you forget that it was taking place ... 
on a Tuesday night. 

Well, that was the idea. Take away the interactive 


style. Take away the title matches and gimmick | 


bouts. At the end of it all, this show was on a 
Tuesday night. If any people spent $34.95 to tune in, 
MU oltl (eM at\-mel-\-lal-MeleleleM(aliale mm lam- Mm Cole lelem er-\\ca el-1 
view market, Vince McMahon had introduced an 
)4ig- Mer ho el-en Ui molam-MallelslM@elam della mitces-j a el-1e) 0) (<1 
don’t even think about wrestling. The best way to 


go about this was to make it unlike any other show | 


during the year. It needed something special. 


What the company did, to its credit, was present _ 


the event with so much sparkle and shine that a sig- 
aliiter-ia)@alelitlel=)mme) Mm el-le)e)(-mel'/-lalele) <-leM tai-mc-leim date] at 
WFeIoM- lam) ate- => del-lii-Melam- Mallets misr-lm@ucelelie Mace) giite] & 
ly cost them nothing to watch TV. With so many 
things offered on the show, 
capped off by the interactive 
Xo) diate Pam WANA tele MIM ol d=) aavame(elole| 
job of taking the focus off the 
event’s main weakness. Instead, 
ham Cokedtt-y-Ye Mola mdal-milalirehc-tanta= 
concept of fan voting. That’s 
something for which WWE 
should be commended. 

2. Memorable Moments. 
Something obviously went right 
with the presentation of this 
show. Fans were treated to an 
Tahc-taetolehatat-tane-l Mma dl-medit-lale l= 
when their challenger of choice, 
Shelton Benjamin, dethroned 
Chris Jericho. In a wrestling 
world in which the villains still 
usually step up to face the 

_ heroes, and vice versa, Ben- 
jamin’s hopes for a title shot 
against Y2J appeared to be 
slim. With the people at home 
calling the shots, however, he 
got that elusive match and won 
it cleanly. Had it not been for the audience and the 
fore} alet=)e) Mee) Mm c-laMm de) ilale Pam {lal title elaeler-lelhamuvel lice! 
TN =m at-le Mm Com r-1) an (ol me-Mal-1-) im CoM eiar-li(-inle(-m-laleMmel-y(-rlt 
a [-Ve(oiaeM ol-1ie)¢-Mal-mVeleliomel-)m@all-milt-m-nle)e 

More history was made by the (albeit short) tag 
title reign of Chris Benoit and Edge. La Resistance 
1(=1| 0 Come: We (Ulommpat-(e(-M 0] ome) mi tu(-mic-)(-.el (cle Ma lelutiiagl=i-t- ce) 
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sure. Chris Benoit singlehandedly beating La Resistance for the 
Raw tag title is easily overlooked (above). And what about 
Snitsky manhandling Kane (below)? 





the Raw title match. Having lost out to Shawn 
Michaels in the voting to determine a challenger to 
Hiigle)(-s)u Pa 1-10 (¢) | @e-lale Mm mie (e(-e le) at-Mere) allel t-1¢(e)aim eo) ar4— 
and were placed in a tag team championship bout. 
AVcla Liam tale e)itc-iam ele (Mell diale Molel @eolemallimmeitia ls 
={=Jate}] mceltle|aim@-|(e)sl=m-lalemer-|e)(0ls-1e i tal-me le) (emma care 
fo) ate(=Jai0l im el-lace)gutt-lale-m-lalem- misono (ele murleluloaie 
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and the fans helped to make it ... sort of ... in a 
ollatef-lelelel aur: \Ve 

idem =ji-telpleli mele) a@-Matcligeil) motel la(-t-)¥me) Mal Mul= elale\iy 
Eugene, while Jonathan Coachman, a little too smug 
lave meh{-1g el-t-lalate mie) am team (ed\/t-lalela Mom t-fo3 (oie Dats 
Bischoff’s loss, had to change into and model a 
dress for all to see. And there was Kane getting 
beaten senseless by Gene Snitsky. Yes, “The Big 
Red Machine,” the man who has given The 
Undertaker some of the toughest matches of his life, 
was bloodied and sent away on a stretcher by a man 
who didn’t even have a developmental deal a few 
months earlier and wasn’t even much of a prospect. 

MM atlaat-laleh mm) acolam-lale Mm ai(om al l-limmar-(om-lamel(em tii (= 





The divas battle ae was fun in its own way. Did it really matter which of the three 
outfits fans chose for them to wear? We all knew we'd be seeing plenty of skin. 
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~the moment of his match, unveiling him to a huge 


bloody brawl inside a steel cage to cap off the pro- 
gram. It was a memorable night inside the ring. And 
maybe that’s what mattered most. 


Taboo Boo-Boos 

=xecuti This. 
WETS s HrObAbIy the pradeet’ drawback to the event. 
Taboo Tuesday had the potential to create a special | 
aiare me) Mele-luit-M-lnle Mia) (a(el (omy Cie) e) eles-i-re Mm Com-it-laler-| ge) 
wrestling matches, in which fans like to guess at 
Ltal=Mmelel Covelin(-\- Mam E-]elelomm BU l-\-tet-\Vaar-leMt-Melii(-ic-t) aay ol= 
of alluring quality. Fans weren’t left wondering who 
would win or lose as much as they were wondering 
WTiaCoMU(elel(em=\ (=) alm ef-ladied] ey-1(-Mm Mejilelli(eM@arc\-meltt-le-l som 
i(-Y-1e Me) amelaleMa-t-leadceliMmigeliMmdil-Mr-lelel(-lale-Mr-lile me 
allowed WWE to tease the winning nominee until — 


chorus of cheers. The best example of this missed 
opportunity came with Triple H and his Raw title 
challenger. 

Prior to the event, fans were told that there would 
be three possible challengers to “The Game” and 
his gold. Chris Benoit, Edge, and Shawn Michaels | 
were the only men in the running. The winner would 
go on to face the champ, while the remaining two 
would face the tag team titleholders. It would stand 
to reason that Triple-H’s Raw title match would be 
the second-to-last bout on the show and start with 
IE Mmilg-te Mel ome) olelolal-laim@alinialiace melo) lai dal-mr-l(}(-m cop 
lock up with him. The fans, unaware of who had 
fol am cat-m'Zo) diate Mm olll(omilace Mell) ma(-Me)e) ele) at-1) Mom (e (21a bs 
tity only when his music hit and would thus react 
excitedly. And neither the challenger nor the cham- 
ey CoyeMUColel(eMarch em tlitiem (oll ole el- c= 

The final match of the night, while a bit of let- 
down, would then be the tag title bout, © 
with the two men we all knew didn’t win 
going on to face La Resistance for the 
cle Mmefol(o mm ian felel(emmat-\\i-mr-lelel-te Mm comm dal = 
ole-lut-Mejm@-Me|colelurelelecr-l dinle m-\U-i81 6 

Instead, WWE presented the winners | 
in a flat, matter-of-fact manner. Everyone — 
Cole] ate Mel¥i a tat-l ami i(eiat-(-) (ome) am (ale me)tiale 
i {o} ate Wm of-) (eo) ¢-¥a tal-Mere) a) (-1-j am (ole) quo) [-(e-mam Mal= 
tag match happened before Hunter’s title 
defense. The drama was all but gone. ~ 
The irony of it all is that it wasn’t a matter — 
of WWE wanting to keep the Raw title 
match as the main event. The main event 
slot was already reserved for Ric Flair 
vs. Randy Orton, a match in which fans 
ro) a} Yao fo) mn Comme (-tel(o(-Mai"a(-\tal-lam iam Velel (eM el <9 
hardcore or falls-count-anywhere in 
nature, or held inside a steel cage. With 
just a little reshuffling, Taboo Tuesday — 
could have had a few more amazing 
moments for both the live audience and 
the people watching at home. 
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SS isia bic es Hae alle insiclh oe woe ee ed have been more a desi 
- and the results PPV. atfor 


_ intriguing if it were open to everyone on the Raw roster .. 
Ses eee ae nae ore eee 


2. ‘Choices . a, 
shell chain, or a lead pipe? Which one of these — 
sounds most appealing for a Kane-Snitsky brawl? Is 
_ there much of a difference? Divas in nurses’ uniforms, 
French maid outfits, or schoolgirl getups? Wouldn't 


‘we be seeing a lot of skin regardless of which option sor 
won out? It’s choices like this that took away from the 


feel of a truly interactive event for WWE. Fans weren't 
offered the opportunity to fully shape the event and 


tailor it to their liking. Rather, i tae Soe Te 3 





gy, they were given only the chance to season a show 
_thathad El ig-r-lo VM el-\-la Motels) (10 B 

Most matches were already ~ 
“booked prior to the event. Ric Flair 
_vs. Randy Orton, Christy vs. Car- 
_melia, and Eugene vs. Eric Bisch- 
off: were absolutely going to hap- 
pen. All that was left to decide were 
Match stipulations. However, the — 
nominees weren't all that different — ) 
from: one another. That took away 
from the show as a whole. Had 
WWE decided to go all out and | 
_ really give fans a chance to pick 
_ from a large pool (as it did for the 
Chris Jericho I-C title defense), it 
would have ensured that this show 
_ would be one to remember. 

Why did Benoit, Edge, and Mi- 
_ chaels have to be the only choices 
for the Raw title match? Why not 
open the voting up to the entire 
_ roster? Chances are, fans would 
have still picked these three men 
among the top five or so. So why 
not give them that chance? If the 
SEvnS audience were to pick a Tuesday again? 





what choices? A steel istics: x: 


Ons the: PVs WN Fee gee ra Eni | 





Ss - =r Richards or Rosey as Triple-H’s oppo- 
ent by es cent, so be it. If they wanted 
che = , the | intercontinental champ, 2 








d, “such a select number of nominees when the 
sompany Satie lived on ie edge and 










a little more ntr ae process. It would 
. have coe to really take interest in 
the fan pt to a higher level. 


‘View belt? 1 Taboo Copan eel WWE ‘cca 
odes profit compared to other recent 
fforts, but it was a worthy experiment. 
2 the lack of intriguing choices in most 
S Taboo Tuesday 2004 could be the 
bones blueprint for next year’s installment, if 
‘there is one. WWE just needs to tweak the concept a 
tite. ee more choices and perhaps putting 
Oo a Sunc night, WWE could turn into 

i perhaps very ey geyiitle) (=m 











th F os | pees view company. It was born on 
4 June > 2002 — has lived and 








Vince McMahon endorsed Randy Orton after he beat Ric Flair in a cage match to close 
interactive 


. and if so, will it be on 


show in 2004 .. 
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parent company, Panda Energy, dictated that it was 
time to move from a weekly two-hour pay-per-view 
schedule on Wednesday nights to monthly three- 
hour pay-per-views on Sunday nights, TNA had a 
lot to prove. Could this event, at three times the 
price of previous shows despite offering only one 
extra hour of action, live up to its hype? Would the 
new (familiar) names be enough to draw in some 
new TNA fans? Would the young stars up their 
games in light of the increased attention? The ques- 
tions kept coming, and by the time TNA presented 
Victory Road on November 7, everyone had some- 
talisle wm (ee- 1 Om Welle Mitel) @ (ek-le um iu 

Kicking off its biggest promotional push ever, 
Total Nonstop Action started things with Victory 
Road. Serving as a precursor to a series of specials 
on Fox Sports Net’s Best Damn Sports Show Period 
and the impromptu WWE “Cookie Invasion” (see 
“What's Happening” on page 6), the pay-per-view 
was supposed to showcase what TNA was all 
about. In some ways, it did. In other ways, well, 
there were problems. 


Total Nonstop Achievements 
1. Right place, right time, right format. At 
a time when WWE is most susceptible to a com- 
petitor showing up and blowing its doors down, 
TNA has stepped up and made its presence known. 
While the company has been in existence since 
June 2002, now it’s finally doing things the correct 
way. It’s using its weekly television shows, /mpact 
on Fox Sports Net and the syndicated Xplosion, to 
build to, hype, and ultimately sell pay-per-views, 





TNA fans who love the X division got a real treat with the 
Victory Road opener. Twenty X division stars showed their stuff 
in a gauntlet match/battle royal won by Hector Garza. 


40 The Wrestler 





Those fans who have been loyal to TNA from the beginning ~ 
must have enjoyed seeing the “homegrown” Abyss and Monty 
Brown showcased in such a high-profile bout with Raven. 


rather than using pay-per-views to get itself week- 
ly television. 

Until Victory Road, TNA was at the mercy of 
Wednesday night's fickle fan base. Since Impact 
offered few big matches, each opportunity to catch 
the best TNA had to offer cost $9.95. And getting 
fans to make the decision to spend 10 bucks week 
after week after week was not easy. Now, finally, 
fans would be sold on a pay-per-view card and see 
it take shape over a period of four weeks before 
being expected to pay for it. Anyone watching 
Impact on Fox Sports Net had the chance to see 
what he was in for with a TNA PPV long before any 
money left his bank account. 











In that respect, Vic- 
tory Road delivered. It 
was a worthy presenta- 
Liles me) Mis -Melcelireliie ak 
strong points. After 
watching the pay-per- 
view, you were left with 
a firm understanding 
of what TNA was and 
ig —melig—estlelemi@e)(-lslsl—e) 
on taking. Whether you 
liked that direction or 
not is another story. 
Early estimates sug- 
gested that the show 
drew more than 30,000 
buys, and while that’s 
far, far fewer than the 
number a very disap- 
ele}initisie mh) Al dam E-Lelele) 
Tuesday drew, it’s ac- 
tually a higher number 
than a lot of insiders 
predicted and a reason 
for optimism. If it holds up, the show would be the 
most successful in TNA history and would, on its own, 
make a profit. TNA’s big problem, however, is that 
while Viacom pays handsomely for the rights to air 


weekly WWE programming, TNA pays Fox Sports Net . 


to air /mpact. But it looks like this was a good start. 

2. You know who these guys are! TNA's ini- 
tial Sunday night offering wasn’t short on name tal- 
ent. Roddy Piper, Kevin Nash, Scott Hall, Jimmy 
Snuka, Randy Savage, Johnny B. Badd (Marc Mero), 
Jacquelyn, and Jeff Hardy were all names that WWE 
fans knew so very well. Utilizing these players on 
the broadcast gave new fans a glimpse at some 
stars they had remembered from years past. 

For a company hoping to captivate an audience 
that had since left pro wrestling behind or had just 
been suffering from WWE burnout, having names 


like Hall and Nash on the lineup could be quite ben- | 





It was smart of TNA to add name talent to its first three-hour 
PPV. Seeing Roddy Piper host “In The Pit With Piper” and make 
peace with Jimmy Snuka (above) was a nice touch. We question 
whether making Randy Savage (below) look like the show's 
biggest star was a good thing. however. 


eficial. As instruments for attracting interest inthe 
_ company’s first major pay-per-view, these men 


served their purpose. You'll remember Victory Road 
for the Piper-Snuka confrontation, Outsiders run-in, 


and “Macho Man” surprise appearance. Ifthe com- 


pany set out to find names that people would know 


and want to see again, it did a fine job. 


Victory Roadblocks 

1. Let’s do the Time Warp again! While 
names like Randy Savage, Kevin Nash, and Scott 
Hall were good in the sense that they might have 
gotten the attention of new TNA fans, the way in 
which they were used was questionable. For weeks 
leading into the show, TNA had all but stopped 
focusing on Jeff Jarrett’s title defense against Jeff 
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Pure athleticism was placed in the spotliaht when A.J. Styles 
challenged Petey Williams for the X title—and lost. 


OE tr 3 ln 


— * 


iat-1eeh'Amn lat} (-t-le Me) Mh tul-meltl-s-)dleleMel—isiem isle lieleiie 
walk out of Victory Road with the NWA title, it be- 
came whose side were The Outsiders on? It isn't 
good to see a promotion’s first major pay show 
main event watered down by peripheral issues. 

‘Atos Col a'mestey-eMe-elelelle Mi el-bu-meel-1-leMe-11me-lele] eh am eg] — 
epic athletic showdown between the company’s 
two hottest competitors. Instead, it was about 
where two men who had reached their peak eight 
years ago would rest their allegiances. In the end, 
Jarrett’s victory over 
Hardy was almost in- 
consequential. The real 
Tabegielel-mnus-t-Me-tiMe-lelelent 
at-lim-ielem) I-emQuinlemelejig: 
sided with Jarrett). 

PN -teMme—t-h\c-lel-mel le Melis 
part to steal the main 
event spoilight. The “Ma- 
cho Man,” also many 
years removed from his 
best days, provided the 
show-closing spark of 
excitement. In essence. 
Savage was showcased 
as the company’s most 
prized asset. With such a 
deep and talent-rich ros- 
ter, you have to wonder 
why TNA is so intent on | 
promoting wrestling’s © 
past as its own future. 
especially when many | 
question how long Sav- 
age, Hall, and Nash will . 
stick around. 
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The feud between America’s Most Wanted and 
Christopher Daniels and Elix Skipper had been 
building for so long that it deserved a prominent 
Spot on the Victory Road card. AMW won the 
ISO Cele ot ielinemogeeiiiig 


VICTORY ROAD: COMPLETE RESULTS 

Hector Garza won a 20-man X division gauntlet 
match/battle royal, defeating Frankie Kazarian (the last 
man eliminated), Sonjay Dutt, Puma, L.A. Park, 
Jerrelle Clark, Miyamoto, Michael Shane, Nosawa, 
Mikey Batts, Alex Shelley, Matt Sydal, Sonny Siaki, 
Jason Cross, Shark Boy, Psicosis, D-Ray 3000, 
Amazing Red, Spanky, and Chris Sabin ... Johnny B. 
Badd, “Empire Saint” Pat Kenney, Ron Killings, & Erik 
Watts defeated Kid Kash, Dallas, & The Naturals ... 
B.G. James & Konnan defeated NWA tag team cham- 
pions Bobby Rude & Eric Young to win the title ... 
Monty Brown defeated Raven and Abyss in a three- 
way “Monsters’ Ball” match ... TNA X champion Petey 
Williams pinned A.J. Styles ... Chris Harris & James 
Storm defeated Christopher Daniels & Elix Skipper in a 
last-team-standing match ... NWA heavyweight cham- 
pion Jeff Jarrett defeated Jeff Hardy in a ladder match 
after Scott Hall & Kevin Nash interfered on his behalf. 





2. Unneeded extras. The announcers never 
stop yelling! Don West and Mike Tenay sounded like 
two kids that just ate an entire box of Pixie Sticks. 
Every moment, every move, every interview, and 
every announcement had to be treated like the start 
of World War Ill. While it was understandable for 
broadcasters to show emotion over an enjoyable 
card, it was not so understandable for the broadcast- 
er to lose their mind over everything. By the time the 
show ended, it was difficult for the home viewer to 

















determine what the show’s high points were, be- Vince Russo and Dusty Rhodes meeting in an 
cause fans were told that everything was a high election of soris was unnecessary as well. With 
point. When announcers pick and choose their mo- Victory Road happening so soon after Taboo Tues- 
ments of insanity, those moments mean a lot more. day, TNA needed to create a voice for itself. It would 
A broadcaster that can’t get enough of everything have been easier for the company to have had one of 


seems desperate and phony. its owners decide which man would be the director 
of authority. Considering that WWE just 
| p made a big deal out of Internet voting, you 
. felt le Me tnlis) @eigr-i@m a - Weel elem aneleme- melee), 
ey imitation so soon. It did. 
The Bottom Line 























Ultimately, the company needs to look 
back at the things it did well and the things it 
did poorly. i was when TNA stayed true to 
its pledge to offer wrestling fans an alterna- 
tive to WWE that it truly excelled. When it 
tried to copy WWE—or worse, WCW—it real- 
ly seemed to falter. 

All that considered, TNA has finally 
opened the door for itself on monthly pay- 
; per-view. This was an impressive first 
three-hour effort. The time for TNA to 
mount some sort of challenge to the Mc- 
Empire has finally arrived. 0 


Jefi Hardy turned in 2 gutsy, high-flying performance 

against Jeff Jarrett (left), but the NWA title was not 

meant to be his on this night. The newly crowned 

Kings of Wrestling—Jeff Jarrett, Kevin Nash, and Scott 
_ Hall—all conspired against him (below). 
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Ihe Most Me MILL iL 
“PW! Press Conferences’ 
Of All-Time 





One select “Press Conference” since 1979, 
PWI's first year. Scott Hall, Bruno Sam- 
martino, Dallas Page, Kevin Von Erich, Ric 
Flair, and more! 32 color pinups! 





Go back through the years with wrestling’s most 
respected columnists, including Dan Shocket, 
Eddie Eliner, and Stu Saks. 
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Butt-kickin’, attitude-laced profiles, plus a 


look at what the future holds for wrestling’s 


top superstars. 32 color pinups! 





One “Press Conference’ “foreach year since 1980, 
including Michaels, Sting, Flair, Ventura, Kim- 
berly, Blassie, Luger, and more! 32 color pinups! 
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One “Press Conference” for each year since More cutting-edge profiles of the stars, 


1980, including Hogan, Andre, Cactus, Austin, including a glimpse in into their futures. 32 


Sting, and more! 32 color pinups! color pinups! 
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We tum loose caricaturis Jason Conlan one Rel ive a aes of wrestling through the 
more time. (whether his Subjects like it or not), eyes of London Publishing's highly Rate 
30 scouting reports. 32 color pinups! columists, our second edition in the series. 











VVE HAVE LIMITED 
REMAINING SUPPLIES 
ON SOMVIE OF hme 
MOST POPULAR ISSUES 
LONDON PUBLISHING 
HAS EVER PRODUGED! 
CDITOR’S | ORDER NOVV—BEFORE 
MOST MEMORABLE THEY RE ALL GONE! 
COLUMNS EVER 





One “Press Conference” for each year since Titles, holds and maneuvers, supercards, tag 
1981, including Flair, Austin & Pillman, J.R., teams, hall of famers, the state of the game. 
Scott Steiner, and Bret Hart. 32 color pinups! You want our opinion? Buy the magazine! 
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records and takes a look back at the year 2001. edition. Includes a review of 2002, card number to charge my purchase ($20 minimum please). 


to: London Publishing Co. 
PO. Box 910, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 








Please indicate method of payment: 
[] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
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At 180 pages, our most in-depth look at the top The must-have wrestling reference book For all orders outside the US., you must add $1.50 for every issue to be sent surface mail, and $3 for 
wrestlers in the sport. Contains a comprehen- includes a look back at 2003 and the all- every issue to be sent airmail. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
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His first-and so far only-— 
reign as WWE Smackdown 
lasted longer than many 
expected, but he hasn’ 
been in the title mix much 

since summer. It seems like 
2 good time for that to change 














, » 
By Jason Langin ecame the first 
’ . > wrestler in a very 
N INDISPUTABLE WRESTLING truth: To be_ long time to become 




















the 4 you have to beat the man. y “the man” based on his 
But what happens when you're no & ning talent “Vale Male) ult 
- 


§ 


. ing than he had been in the 
the man again. It’s the only option; you won't past with his “lie, cheat, and 
allow yourself to be 0 ee, for many ex-cham- steal” motto and his low-rider en- 
pions, becoming the man again is a task thatis_ tran s. But he was essentially the 
even Asien than beating the man to become the same guy with, happily, the same talent 
man the first time. that so many fans had recognized and 

That is the task now (still) facing Eddie Guerrero, appreciated for so many years. 
a man who rose to he top of the WWE Smackdown Guerrero’s eign lasted only four months, but it 
roster with an improbable victory ores Brock was a solid four months with successful title 
Lesnar at No Way Out in February 2004. Guerrero’s defenses against Kurt Angle, Rey Misterio Jr., 
conquest marked a turning point in WWE. He Shelton Benjamin, Booker T, The Basham Broth- 
ers, and The Big Show. Guerrero eventu- 
ally lost his title in a bullrope match to | 
John Bradshaw Layfield at The Great 
American Bash and also lost a high-pro- 
file rematch in a thrilling steel cage 
encounter on Smackdown. 
And that left Guerrero in a bad way. 
“Latino Heat” was chilled by JBL, the — 
most frau champion not named | 


_ the man? character. True, Guerrero 
| the case of legendary champions such as Ric had become more entertain- 
lair, Hulk Hogan, and Steve Austin, you simply be- 


Z 
































David Arquette or Vince Russo in, what, a 
decade? And he couldn't get the belt 
back? He then got caught up in another 
feud with Angle and his underlings, a | 
feud that many believe has been more 

harmful than helpful to Guerrero’s career. 
it makes no sense, but he seems to have 
given up his pursuit of the title. 

“Eddie’s been there and done that with — 
Angle,” said long-time friend/rival Rey 
Misterio Jr. “I’ve tried talking to him 
about it, but he’s so stubborn. He will 
itelai@-Uslel(-mllaiiim@els(-me) mm tul-liimer- lam aeile}ali 
anymore.” 





Eddie Guerrero gave Kurt Angle great match after great match in 2004. But in As this seeminaly ' ding feud 
the second half of the year, Guerrero didn’t parlay many of those great match- s this seemingly never-ending teu 
es/performances into Smackdown title shots continues, Guerrero’s title chances seem 
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Can He Handle 
The Pressure Of 
Being An Ex-Champ? 
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“Latino Heat’ was chilled by JBL, 1 
| the most unlikely world champion | 
not named David Arquette or 
; Vince Russo in, what, a decade? | 
And he couldn't get the belt’ | | 
= back? He then got caught up in ae aps ing it,” said 
Ms . another feud with Angle and his : a te ae are 3 
} underlings ... It makes no sense, | 3 
: but he seems to have givenup | 

| his pursuit of the title.” I 











know if he has it where it counts. You have to have 
the heart. | had it. Triple-H has it. Even guys like 
Hogan had it. Guerrero, though, he hasn’t shown me 
that he has it. Not yet anyway.” 

Many critics think Guerrero’s victory over 
Lesnar was a fluke, that if it had not been for the 
olfjag-lendtolamm olaohvate (cto Moh iam =J11MCLo}(olel-lueMMCINlaaciae) 


“Latino Heat” should be wanti- 
lem Comal om clam-laldicmelim UCM (cle me) | 
JBL as much as he wants to do 
that to Angle, if not more so! 
The reward would be sweeter. 
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would still be competing on a mid- 
card level. His fans, however, feel that 
Guerrero will have his chance again. 

Aat-me [U(-t-y tela Cmarelume (ol-t-MClUlclagcige) 
feel? 

In the past, Guerrero has regained 
championships of less significance, 
elm i matctomec) Cclamallismetelarcy(e(:)e-]e)(cm tails 
to do so. In 2002, Guerrero won his 
second Intercontinental title, a cham- 
pionship he had lost two years earlier. 
In 2003, he won his second U.S. title, a 
championship he had lost nearly 
seven years earlier. There is little 
doubt that Guerrero has the talent to 
regain a title, but does he always have 
the drive? 

\.--o~ Guerrero is still on the fringe of the 
~~: main event picture. He has an impor- 
~~ tant match on Smackdown nearly 

_ every week. However, he needs to 
make his presence known to JBL 
once again. On the Raw side, Triple-H 
has many competitors jumping in his face on a reg- 
ular basis. Since defeating Guerrero, Bradshaw 
atceMeciuitcla than coreiet-tcle mel almelal hme] alcMedar-litclave(=1 amc) az] 
time. Maybe that’s why he has defied the odds and 
retained his title in defenses against The 
Undertaker and Booker T. 

Palo Mate) im tarclen tame (Ut) mire Cmci-iti(cle Mm igelismel (aie) g 
Series, Guerrero must insert himself back into the 














- WWE championship picture and stay there. If he 


does not, he could very well get swept up in anoth- 
er series of matches that will do little to advance 
his career. 

The great ones are able to handle the pressure. 
MCIU-Ida-lgeMmer-laMmol-1ad(-Midaigeltieli Mm daltcmesat-lilclareliare 
time, if he can make it back to the top of the WWE 
mountain, history might remember “Latino Heat” 
as one of those great ones. O 
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Considering his vast skills and the fact that he was the dominant Smackdown wrestler during the 
eLMih aU eAliie Mel meal lty om ate (el(-Mol¥lelal mi CoM ol-M-]s](-mCoMel(o\vm@ialcelllelsMNilacele-] qi Ui tsmurem (celtlel(cMeclele\ (cM (clit 
and above right). Strangely, that hasn't happened. 
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Jushin Liger and Suiiba ice look © Gi 
like an odd couple, but the impor- 
tant thing is they made an excel- . 
lent team. How could Liger go 
wrong with the man who has: been 
ROH champ for nearly two yearee 








By James Guttman 


were signed. Jushin “Thunder” Liger, junior 

heavyweight legend the world over, was pre- 
pared to leave Japan and travel to the United States. In 
a rare trip to America, he would wrestle proudly for 
Ring of Honor. He was already scheduled to meet 
“American Dragon” Bryan Danielson, a fellow junior 
heavyweight that frequently competes in Japan as well, 
and he knew it wouldn't be easy. He understood that 
Danielson could build a career on a single victory over 
him in the States. 

A natural worry for Liger going into this was that he 
would be outnumbered by his opponent's allies. 
Danielson had been around ROH long enough to make 
a friend or two. Chances are that with someone like 
Liger coming into the area in such a high-profile appear- 
ance, someone else would want to take a shot at him. 
In celebration of his arrival, Ring of Honor had dedicat- 
ed an entire weekend to him, its special “Weekend Of 
Thunder.” If that doesn’t scream, “Make a name for 
yourself by attacking me!” nothing does. Liger needed 
backup. He needed it in a big way. 

Following a phone call to ROH executives, Liger 
received a package in the mail. Inside he found a num- 
ber of videos from the company’s recent shows. 
However, Liger wasn’t looking to sit back, sip on a little 
sake, and enjoy the card. He had a decision to make. 
That decision involved allegiances. He needed a part- 


T HE TICKETS WERE booked. The contracts 
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You don’t get the type of respect that 
Jushin Liger gets by accident. it takes 
intense focus and a firm stance against 
accepting anything that’s second-best. 
When Liger returned to the U.S. for the 
first time in years, he knew that he 
needed more than a good partner. 

He demanded perfection 


ner. However, with so 
much attention on his 
grand comeback to the 
States, Liger couldn't 
let the fans down. He 
wasn't just looking for 
a tag partner. He was 
looking for the perfect 
partner. 

He surfed through 





Ring of Honor fans in both Boston 
and New Jersey got to see a move 
the tapes and offered see in person: the Liger bomb. Liger 
comments to his agent executed it on Bryan Danielson both 
on everyone he saw. times, and Joe made sure he could. 
When seeing Jack Evans, Liger nodded and comment- 
ed on his high-risk maneuvers. He decided against him 
because his style was too similar to his own. “You can’t 
make something new by combining things that are the 
same,” the 11-time IWGP junior heavyweight champion 
pointed out in his native Japanese. 

This went on for hours. Each wrestler had something 
that Liger didn’t feel would be an ideal match for him. 
While small and unnoticeable to most wrestling fans, 
these nuances were enough that he couldn't just over- 
look them. As is often the case with people who excel at 
their craft, Liger is a perfectionist. As if the search for a 
regular teammate wasn't intense enough, the search for 
the ideal partner for a heavily hyped tour seemed 
impossible. That is, until he saw Samoa Joe. 

Immediately, Liger sat up. He didn’t say much for 
the duration of the contest between Joe and Homicide 
on the Generation Next video. He simply 
nodded at spots and looked to genuinely be 
taking it all in. After seeing the finish to the 
match, he stood up, ejected the video, and 
began to speak excitedly to his agent. After 
being told something in a firm voice by 
Liger, the agent left the room. Liger, through 


Lwus Searein For une Perfect Partner 
Emcs Um Ling Or omer 
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There were brainbuster suplexes waiting for both Low-Ki (above left) and Danielson (above right) 
during the “Weekend Of Thunder.” The 11-time IWGP junior champ seemed very much at ease in 
ROH. He had the perfect guy watching his back. 


an interpreter, helped to explain the situation. 

“Samoa Joe has the very spark I’m looking for,” he 
said. “One of the things I've always appreciated about 
certain men is their ability to wrestle their own style of 
match. There are many great wrestlers in the world, but 
few that wrestle the style they were truly born to wrestle. 
When | soar through the air, it’s natural for me. It’s the 
style | was meant to wrestle. Seeing Samoa Joe in the 
ring, | see the same thing. There is power and aggres- 
sion and confidence. He’s meant to wrestle the style he 


wrestles. Also, his strengths perfectly blend with my 
own. He's the only partner | could possibly choose to 
stand by my side during my Ring of Honor tour.” 

When the time came for Liger to step onto a plane 
bound for the United States, he wasn’t worried. His 
return was going to be monumental, and no one could 
or would stop him. With a partner like Samoa Joe 
standing guard, he believed none of the eager ROH 
blue-chippers would have a chance at catching him 
with his back turned. 








momentous for both Liger and Ring of Honor. 

The ovation that he received was far beyond 

} what anyone had anticipated (and they antici- 
pated a huge ovation). The finicky and some- 
times-hostile ROH audience had given the 
Japanese high-flyer a hero’s welcome. It was 
as if no time had passed since the last time he 
put his feet on American soil, as if he was 
being welcomed home. The emotion was over- 
whelming and the only thing left to do was to 
slay that Dragon. So that's what he did. 

After a spectacular performance, one in 
which he escaped Danielson’s cattle mutilation 
finisher before unleashing a Liger bomb and a 
top-rope brainbuster suplex, Liger had gained 
the respect and admiration of a whole new gen- 
eration of American fans. He had made a solid 
statement, and there was Samoa Joe in his 

' corner, making sure no one would stop him 
from making that statement. 

He made another statement the following night at 
the Rex Plex in Elizabeth, New Jersey. On night two of 
the “Weekend Of Thunder,” Liger had Samoa Joe as 
his tag team partner against a revenge-seeking 
Danielson and the dangerous Low-Ki. Once again, Joe 
didn't let his partner down. With the ROH champion 





“As is often the case with people 

who excel at their craft, Liger isa 
perfectionist. As if the search fora — 

regular teammate wasn't intense 


enough, the search for the ideal 

partner for a heavily hyped tour 

seemed impossible. That is, until 
he saw Samoa Joe.” 





there to neutralize Low-Ki, Liger was able to hand 
Danielson the same fate on the second straight night 
and score another decisive pinfall. 

“It was an honor just to stand in the ring with him,” 
Joe would say later. 





Joe made sure Low-Ki couldn’t save Danielson during a pin A 
attempt in New Jersey (top), but Liger ultimately wrapped up the s he drifted off to sleep on the long plane trip 
victory in the tag team match all by himself (above). His two-night home, Liger was happy with his choices. The 


return to the U.S. was a huge success. “Weekend Of Thunder” had been a success and his 

goals had been reached. He owed gratitude to the 

The first night of the tour, Liger squared off with fans. He owed gratitude to Ring of Honor. Most impor- 
Danielson in a match that was highly anticipated in tantly, there was one man to whom he owed gratitude. 


both the U.S. and Japan. Given the skills, intensity, “| owe a lot to Samoa Joe,” Liger offered through an 
reputation, and focus of both men, the contest couldn't _ interpreter. “Il made the right choice and I’m glad | did. | 
possibly be a letdown. couldn’t ask for more from a partner, and | believe the 

It wasn’t. best of Samoa Joe is yet to come. | only hope | ou 


Liger vs. Danielson was epic in feel and downright return the favor someday.” 
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eM (alelblelai@al-MeMel-rerelus me -Uile Mm ele(-8 (ule) Wale 

Edge heard the clock ticking. He knew fans, match- 
makers, and other wrestlers were questioning his 
resolve and durability. And—truth be told—he was 
i tlatlalem Come Wo tlelemaliicieli ae 

That’s why he made sure he made an immediate 
ln) oy-le,@elemalcmeciUlgemmelOl(e.d\vmol-s-l (late M@)a cola CoM c-reit-lit 
-. his beloved Intercontinental title. But when Orton 


rebounded from that loss to beat Benoit and win the 


Raw title at SummerSlam, Edge found himself at the 
le) c-r-) diate mele) nia 
He had come back from injury. He had slain Kane 


ad 


| Repel =) o) olget-leallate ical (— feud like 
vo [Ws co Ml ol -t-1 s Beno, to take 







asliale Mm al(-M—lelii a career depends 


ola aliagm@el—-lilsle Benoit. When you. | Baa 


{ole Mololalimiilale| WO eeu & wi 





win. No, you find — vais 


not to lose, and 
make mental mi 
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tremely similar to Edge’s and did more with fewer 



























without a problem. He had humbled the rising star and 
regained the I-C title. And he was no closer to reach: 
Tale Maliow ele) nlitcle-e- Mule Un oe | 

When Edge realized he had gone as far as he could 
by following his usual career path, a heel turn was the 
obvious move for him to make. And one obvious tar- 
get for Edge to strike out against was Benoit. 

Benoit, the man who returned from an injury ex- 


chances at WWE glory than Edge ever did. When 
Edge looks at Benoit, he sees his own failures 
reflected back at him. 

Unfortunately for Edge, a feud with 
“The Crippler” isa pee Ubecheaas And 


ra Say 


You can just see the anger, the = bitierness: and 
the frustration etched on Edge’s face as he- 
knocks Sylvan Grenier into the ring Pistia 
Some wrestlers can change thee 
emotions. So We're ee 
Edge can and wiles ae ; 





“There are some definite similarities between Edge 
and Benoit,” WWE star/Tough Enough trainer Al Snow 
told THE WresTLER. “Both guys came back from neck 
Tay [ela (csom ele) tame (Uh marco M-MColelelamilin(-Me(-ittiale Melb] ae) a (nm 


mid-card shuffle, and both guys have had a lot of crit-. 


ics who wondered if they had what it takes to carry a 
company. The difference between them is that Benoit | 
busted his tail and earned his title shot. He made peo- _ 
ple give him respect. Edge is putting all his effort into 


whining Tat (Flo Me) Mele} igo what it takes to get ahead.” eee 


oe ee 


and Benoit. Benoit earned respect ; and won over crit- 


ics by competing in Japan, ECW, wew, and, finally, — 
WWE. It was a bumpy and slow road—at times agoniz- 
ingly slow—but Benoit pareevered: When prc 








said he was too bland and too small to make it as a 
_ main-eventer, he held his tongue and kept winning. 
- When he got caught up in time-consuming feuds, he 


Cole) @er-lt-Me) | the business at hand and always kept one 


eye on the big picture, Witalaliave Mm talon ela ce Mesat= lit) e)(e)a 


~ ship he had cere\(-1 (le R-Jlale-meiali(elalelele p 
Edge, on the other hand, has demanded re- 


: “spect. He has eY-Yofe (xe M Colm ULL MJue Mm o)(-r-e (Ve BCom (lem 


-ognition, and screamed for attention. His ap- 


2 _ proach has been the exact opposite of Benoit’s: 


- Benoit slowly climbed Colm tg-Mh co) oe) Mnl- Male] lale lin 
ani let his accomplishments speak for them- 
selves; Edge has spent half his time winning 
matches and half his time bragging about winning 


‘those matches to anyone who would listen. 


And that’s why Ben- 
oit has the,upper hand 
in this feud. 

“Edge is approach- 
ing this: feud like he 


take his Career to the 
next step,” Snow said. 
“In his mind, his entire 
career depends on him 
_- beating Benoit. When 
you put that much at 
stake in one feud, you 
don’t find yourself wres- 
» tling to win. No, you find 
. yourself wrestling not to 

lose, and..that’ s where 





you ma ental mis- 
takes. Benoit has been 
around long enough not 


to get caught up inthe 
emotion 
; feud. Benoit’s edge in 
experience and his fun- 


needs to” beat Benoit to 





one simple 






| It's not just because Benoit ¢ can exe- 
‘cute a German suplex so flawlessly 
(left) that we give him an Edge over 
Edge. Heck, Edge is a damn good 
ring technician who can execute 
dropkicks and plenty of other moves 
flawlessly (above). “The Crippler” 
has a clear mental edge on Edge. 





damental approach to 
success will give him 


feud.” 

To be perfectly frank, 
Benoit also has a su- 
perior work ethic. He is 
stronger than Edge, he is a more dangerous tech- 
nical wrestler, plus he has more stamina, more ex- 
perience, and a more explosive offense. Most im- 
portantly, Benoit has more composure than his 
frustrated adversary. 

In the aftermath of this feud, one wrestler will be 
primed for a shot at the Raw championship, and 
one will suffer a setback that could send him spi- 
taling back to the mid-card ranks. 

=o lo(-Mojtl | Marctow- Mle) am Com (slap el-iiels-Mal-mer-lpmel-lerelinl-} 
a world champion. And he had better be ready for — 
Benoit to take him to school. RS 
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By Will Welsh 


ITH THE ENTIRE industry still in a 
slump, WWE executives did something 
this fall that many industry insiders 
had expected of them for a very long time—they tidied 
up the promotion’s main roster by cutting 10 well-known 
names. The purge started with Test, A-Train, and Billy 
Gunn, but by the time it was over, Chuck Palumbo, Johnny 
S) fThslele)| Mini ievemim a ielelal-\\a\'it-le, emt t-pa-aum) lle lt-MmrclaleMmCr-li MG iim lies 
all looking for employment outside of WWE. Some of the cuts 
probably don’t surprise you, but we’re positive others do. 
So goes the life of a professional wrestler. One day, you can 
be making a six-figure salary with the world’s most popular 
e}gelislehelelammr-lalemnl-mial-> @an Zell imer-laMel-muelale(-lalalem i itl-le-mZelele 
ni=b.4m or \Celgl-te AU Mel-Mereliilinre migelitn 
Takes a little glamour away from the sport, doesn’t it? 
What we’re here to do is to analyze the situation of these 
newly minted free agents. We’re going to look at what they 
accomplished with WWE and what they didn’t accomplish 
that they should have. 
We’re also going to try our best to predict what their 
future holds. We don’t have an all-seeing crystal ball, so our 
predictions probably won't be perfect, but we know the sport 
and we know what each of these wrestlers has to offer it. 
The only promise we can make is to be fair and impartial. 
TEST 
WHAT HE ACCOMPLISHED: In his six years 
with WWE, Test established himself as a strong physi- 
cal presence both inside and outside of the ring. His 
mat skills were shaky early, but he eventually adapt- 
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: : oe him become a full-fledged fan favorite, 


a far too long. 


ee main roster for more than a 
__. decade for one reason: He ex- 


always the most pleasant person 












oe ed, learning how to use his jarge frame | 
% and considerable strength to his advan- 
le Unfortunately, he didn’t use his con- 
siderable physical tools to capture much 
championship gold. At the time of his 
release, he was recuperating from major 
spinal surgery. His recovery won't be 
complete until mid-2005 at the earliest. 
What he didn’t accomplish: 
Some people have charisma, and some 
don’t. Test is part of the latter group. He 
tried his best, even allowing his girlfriend, 
Stacy Keibler, to try to develop a Ye olny 
_ fans known as Test-icles, but it didn’t 
take. He never had a real strong connec- 
_ tion with fans. : 
_ His future: Once his neck heals, we 
think Test will be back in WWE. He’s pop- 
ular with enough of the right people, and F 
he still has the look to make it work. He ; 
_ didn't last six years just because. | 


A-TRAIN ; ae 
What he accomplished: It f there's. 7 
anyone who lasted longer than most insid- = 
ers predicted, it was A-Train. During his 
five years with WWE, Train took his con- 
siderable bulk and proved that he was 


quite agile. His personality, while fig never 


A-Train: next stop Japan? 


didn’t hold him back, either. He was a dependable during the Pes Wear: however, and his ‘aiemlegal ; 
but unspectacular all-around i performer. a - was no surprise. ee 

What he didn't accomplish: The only What Dot meh Kebelne accomplish: Gunn's big- 
thing A-Train didn’t accomplish was defeating the gest success came as a tag team wrestler—first as 
preconceived stereotype with which he entered the a member of The SHOR Gunns and sate asa 
promotion. He was always better | | t 
than he was perceived to be, and : 
his failure to become anything 
other than a standard mid-level 
_ big man heel kept him stagnant 


You didn’t know Gunn had an old pal in TNA? 


His future: Train could bea ~ 
good fit for Japan’s gaijin-happy > oT 
Zero-One promotion. New Japan oll 
also might have him. | on “f 

BILLY GUNN ahh) 
Diol Gy pa) 
What he accomplished: ~— > 


Despite Gunn’s poor reputation 
among much of the wrestling 
media, WWE kept him on the 


celled at his craft. No, he wasn’t 






We, 





to be around, but in terms of in- 
ting ability, he was a natural. The 
company cas Toltid-te Mola maliiip 
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member ro) Te New age C Outlaws. Although WWE 
‘repeatedly tried hard to sell him as a main event- —_alumbo: headed 
level singles talent, the promotion’s s audience eee 
never bought it. After 10 years: and so many 
attempts to repackage him, he seemed like’ a 2004 
wrestler stuck in et. 980s. ah 

His futur He has already been seen back- 
stac event Jon't be surprised if he feuds 
or teams with his former New Age Outlaws RetIner 


i=Ace Jomos al ee Fe | 
CHUCK PA FINE a 
What he sccm aed When WWE bough 
out WCW in 2001, Palu 90 was part of the pack- 
ie-le(-Me(-t-1 Bi a= struggled wi : h the | transition. early, but 
Elicg he shook loose from Sean O'Haire, his partr ner 


in wew, his career moved fo ard ea WE 
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ed him as a team player too Not only did he Mt * ifn ae 5, val 





vie | 
a himself to becoming pe t of t ieee Eutl | N@s---* i : ae 
Blooded Italians group, who can forget hi a — : 







"the whole Billy and Chuck ste Fylinie 25 >. eee 
2 What he didn't -accon lish: Ane BS slittare 
from O’Haire, Palumbo’s in-t ove, singles eG HPV SU SL AGATE OL RTT He jess 
“wrestler should. have Improved Ae tl ney Cit) te _ His future: Stamboli is only 27, butifhe 
Too oF: To B because he has size decent | 00k. wants to wrestle for WWE again, he’s going tohave 
He: also never establis sh oc itt eer 1 indi vidua alto do things the hard way and improve on his own. 
at alent, which | Las hy Ah 1e V was penta tag teams or A solid run on the independent circuit Tol] (o Me (or: 
"3 ds elite] b) @altomer-1¢-1-1) x long to show WWE executives iat he’s dedicated 
iture : ‘Palumk 0 is: stil | young © to getting better. | = 
to mat e this ¥ work, but bie) -_— | A 
aly fd LY we can’t ‘Nolan: , We. see 
him trans or that inte: a job a8 3 
‘Hollywood stuntr man. é ‘oie | 


‘JOHNNY : ee ee 
STAMBOLI ee 


What he =) hone 
_Stamboli, who broke into the: sport as" 


part of WCW’s Natural Born TI rrillers 
yo th movement, was a decen role” 









































Bull-ing his way into the indies? 
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pla ae best in ‘WWE. Pe 1 ah 
higi light of his WWE tenut , as s his 
2002 defeat of Bradshaw fo ard- 
ores os 
PMinaetne aidne ome as 





Wha’ 
“Th > Bull” didn’t show any ability to 
adapt and become better th mane was, 
when he arrived in WW Ng ‘WCW. 
That ‘might be the fau : WwW JE 
Creative, who saw his classic Ital fan’ 
look litee chiseled | Hetcuasand 
me (-Yer(o(-Te I Col throw their imaginations - as 
out the window, but we have to. 
believe that if Stamboli_ had shown 
them something, they would have 
founda way to work with him and im-— 
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~ Rico: too old to start over? 





8 and Miss Jackie that seemed 
to have legs. He was also one 
Of: the best all-around wres- 
_ tlers to have been fired, and 
he knew bate) (YM Cole (=) @t-Merge) ie, 
Ss __ into a match—even if he had 
to resort Come: Male i (oil |(olet-mel (iit 

_ mick i in order to do so. 
What he didn't ac=- 
- complish: Unfortunately, 
as soon as Rico started 
= ae _ wrestling as this decade’s” 
version of Adrian Adonis/. 
Y = Adrian Street, his career was 
put on a timer. Also, like 
many other people on this 
_ list, he was almost always a 
part of a tag team. He never 
_ developed into the singles 
a wrest WWE had hoped he 

_ would. | 

His future: Rico is 43. 
i We’ re sorry to say this, but 
his career could in jeopardy 
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RODNEY MACK 


addition to Ring of Honor. He at fit ri g ht in 
in as a member of Julius Smokes’ ferc 4 





as RICO What she Teeccapiishea: One of the most 
aS What he accomplished: Rico’ Ss release is talented female wrestlers in WWE history, Jazz 
one of the more shocking because he was in the proved that the women’s division doesn’t have to 


Sa "middle: oo) a) successful program with Charlie Haas_ be focused solely on sex appeal and bra and | 


































. although we could see TNA giving 
him a chance. 


What he Setonelishieds Mack 
got himself over to a limited extent as 
an honest-to-God thug, which is very — 
lst-1ae Mm Comme (om lamecolet-\\a-m-lelinl-\\15T-) Meh) oo 
the-top wrestling atmosphere. Wres- 
tling fans believed that he was. mean, 
nasty, and capable me) smacking | them | 
right in their noggins as he made his 
way to the ring. Hes had his character | 
down quite well. 

What he didn’ t accomplish: : 
WETel established himself as a thug all 
right, but a thug without a voice. His 
reliance on Teddy Long to cut his pro- 
mos for him hurt his chapess in WWE 
immensely. It was hard t to dee im bee 
ously with Long con: | 
about “thuggin’ and | iggin’ ee 
personalities di dn't me h 
never recovered. 

His future: Mack \ 


cious s Haltwellete group. — 


Mack: doing the Honorable thing? 
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Jo Sheers . 





panties matches. Her intense persona and shoot- 
style wrestling technique provided the division 
with a sense of hardcore realism that it had always 
been lacking. 

What she didn’t accomplish: Nothing of 
which we’re aware. As mentioned, Jazz is one of 
the most talented women wrestlers to have ever 
competed in a WWE ring. Even if she didn’t have 
classic good looks, we’re not sure what she did to 
earn her pink slip. 

Her future: TNA has been struggling with 
legitimizing its female talent ever since the promo- 
ifeyaMcm lalelslelilelimetl-y2aereleliemeiat-lale(-m-liMist-l@ elm (ie let 
ing with every one of TNA’s divas and calling for 
the creation of a tournament to crown the promo- 
tion’s first women’s champion. 


NIDIA 


What she accomplished: Nidia’s country 
bumpkin character was easily our most favorite 
from a Tough Enough competitor yet. She poured 
Y=) gm alst-]g @e-lale Meio] e] Mla CoMm (alm edit-le-(el(-lemr-lale mace) am al-1g 
efforts, she was rewarded by a fan base that almost 
completely forgot she had earned her spot by win- 
ning a reality TV show. 

What she didn’t accomplish: Nidia never became 

the all-around wrestler that Al Snow and her other 
Tough Enough trainers hoped that she would become 
when they made her one of the two original Tough 
Enough champions. Her role was basically that of a 
BYF-| (=) ar-lale Melerer-\-jelat-lmerelinl oldie) emr-lale ma Mg mela clip 
that WWE executives expected more out of her. 
Her future: Nidia’s wrestling career doesn’t 
BM st-\'i-mn Co o]- Mi o)/-] coenale) al o)'ar- Mm le) ale Miele) emt) g(- Me i ela | 
Mefelelo Mii @lamaiiale Me) Mn (elite) conn isl-c-Me-jil—me evel el (ei o]-1 ce 
haps reunite with former WWE boyfriend Jamie 
‘Noble someday. 








GAIL KIM 


What she accomplished: We bet you forgot 
that Kim captured the WWE women’s title on her 
first night as a member of the main roster—which 
is why we’re reminding you of that fact. Her 
wrestling ability allowed her to fit right in with the 
rest of the divas from the moment she arrived. Not 
often while wrestling did she look out of place or 
like she didn’t belong. In fact, she could be pretty 
innovative. 

What she didn't accomplish: For.all of 
Gail’s beauty (it has been argued that before she 
was let go, she was the most beautiful WWE diva of 
all), she never displayed much of a personality. If 
you can remember a promo she cut, well, you can 
remember one more than we can. 

Her future: If she wants to continue to pur- 
sue a wrestling career, she'll find work, but we see 
al=lmmetelaler-lalte-] (lire me)ameilin-t-Miilele(-ilile Migelumil-ie= 
elameliia C 
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Fairly or not, Gene Snitsky has been accused of 

killing Lita and Kane’s baby. He exacerbated the 

heinous act by injuring Kane as no man ever has. 
Now the whispers in the locker room are screaming 

into his psyche. Maybe, people are telling him, he 
didn’t go : [ 


OOS) s COLOR EDD 
HAVE KILLE % 


awk 








“y RANK SINATRA ONCE sang, “When 
somebody loves you, it’s no good 
unless he loves you all the way.” 
Apparently, this advice also applies when J Bae 
you hate somebody. i 4 

Gene Snitsky can expect to find out oe 
soon. He hated Kane enough to kill his 
baby (well, intentional or not, he at least 
played a big role in Lita suffering a miscar- 
riage). He hated Kane enough to crease his 
skull with a pipe. He hated Kane enough to 
wrap a chair around his head and throat 
lato R tal-lamerelui-miN late Melim@tal-Mce) ol-tom Co) (olttle) 
on it at the end of their Taboo Tuesday steel 
chain match. And he hated Kane enough 
to not only show no remorse as, bleed- 
ing, he was carried away on a stretcher, 
but to dump over the stretcher and 
stomp Kane some more. But with “The 
Big Red Machine” now on the mend 
and Snitsky’s co-workers whispering in 
his ear about the retribution he'll have to 
pay, Snitsky probably wishes he’d have 
hated Kane “all the way.” 
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Who would have ever thought just months ago that some Pennsylvania-based wrestler named Snitsky 
would not only be feuding with Kane on pay-per-view by the fall of 2004, but destroying him (above) and 
leaving him a bloody mess (below)? Well, he didn’t quite destroy him when he had the chance ... and 
that might have been a fatal error. 
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botaT i t1.4'28 Cole) ar] huge chance by mocking Kane over what happened to his 
. and another by attacking him with a lead pipe and goad- 
ing him into a grudge match. He got away with both. How many more 


Tislelelaemeselits iam 
chances can he take? 


Snitsky knows the day is coming, but he doesn’t 
know where or when Kane will show up to claim his 


pound of flesh. And until Kane returns, Snitsky quietly 


spends each night behind the WWE curtain in a cold 
sweat—a coiled ouch-cube of nerves ready to spring 
at the mere mention of his arch-rival’s name. Now it 


looks as if Snitsky’s state of agitation could paralyze 


his career—even before Kane does. 


Perhaps Snitsky’s first mistake was picking a fight 
with a man like Kane at all. Clearly, he saw an opportu- 
nity to make his mark in WWE right away by interject- 


ing himself into the Kane-Lita love-hate relationship. 
But even on his best day, Snitsky’s chances of emerg- 
late Migeliim- Me .¢-la(-m (cielo Mim altom elele\ ar: lave Munliare Minit leit 
seemed slim. 

Look at the tale of the tape: Gene Snitsky is 64”, 
307, just three inches shorter and 20 pounds lighter 
than his arch-rival, but he’s hardly as athletic as 
Kane. He gives away years in experience and reputa- 
tion to one of WWE’s most sadistic superstars. Head- 
Cori at=7-[o Mi laMr-laNamerolnlicelaltcl teem .¢-ln-muelbl (eM ar-\U om (oll ol, 
the odds-on favorite. Snitsky’s lead pipe attack in 
1g Nfs @l oi Co) ol-1am ol-1l (=m al meli aM elate(-lecitlalel ale me) MU ale 
the better man really is. And his victory over Kane 
two weeks later at Taboo Tuesday was clearly one of 
the upsets of the year. 

While Snitsky might be impressed with his own 
self-styled sadism (i.e. his mocking, cavalier attitude 
toward Lita’s miscarriage) it’s most unlikely he would 
ever intimidate Kane, even given what he has already 
done to him. Men who burn other people and laugh 
about it don’t scare easily. 

Another “rookie” mistake the WWE rookie made: 
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He’s managed to turn off his co-workers. Sure, 
wrestling heels come in all shapes and size, 
ane at Bl HE own Meanie Mehl enon 


unborn baby to springboard his career i isa trick 
that even the most capricious villain would 
have difficulty embracing. So rather than win 
allies against Kane, he’s alienated himself. 
Ln (tel @m aleM e)(=\ a= Me |e st-] ae) ) ole) Uialiavm comel-lipm-elutl= 
of-(o.40] OM alzia Mm al=M o}(=\Wmo)im@e-laMe-leltaliaiale MM igl e) (=a B 
one of his tag team partners, by telling him he 
wanted a shot at his Raw title more than he 
wanted any kind of alliance with Evolution. 
Hence the smug whispers of what awaits 
Snitsky when Kane returns. 

In fact, Chris Jericho has been so outraged 
by Snitsky’s treatment of Lita that he attacked 
him during a recent installment of “The High- 
light Reel” on Raw. 

“Aw, Snitsky’s feeling the heat? Good, I’m 
fe} F-To Rin Male) ol-Mal-M-Mr-lL dale m-|gel0 late Me)al o)ist-m-lale| 
needles,” Jericho said. “The way that ass clown 
has been acting is atrocious. If he’s got a beef 
with Kane, that’s fine. I’ve been in the ring with 
Kane, and he'll take care of this. If Snitsky 


expected to last long in WWE, then he should have 


killed Kane. And now, to rub all that he did in Lita’s 
face? Enough already.” 

WWE superstars—including Jericho—are also sore 
that Snitsky might have unwittingly kicked off a mael- 


strom of violence that will affect everyone in WWE. 


They know that an angry Kane is a dangerous Kane, 
and they've lived through previous episodes of Raw 


that Kane turned upside-down with random acts of 





Kane will choke-slam people with whom he has no real beef. If 
you recall, he’s also been known to set them on fire. Snitsky 
has probably considered that by now and probably isn't sleep- 
ing too soundly as a result. 





horrifying violence. The last thing anyone wants is to 
see Kane’s extreme bloodlust unleashed again. 

While it might seem odd that the majority of WWE 
wrestlers would throw their support behind Kane, a 
man they fear and despise as much as they respect, 
it's not so surprising when you consider Snitsky’s 
biggest mistake. He failed to finish Kane off when he 
had the chance. Cheering for a severe or fatal injury to 
be commissioned in the course of a match seems like 

oF-(o clio l(olamm oli mle Utne Mell lar Merit-li (late (-ar-lale Mi alens 


backing it up all the way is far worse religion in 


wrestling circles. 

DM ar-lilialem com c-lis(-M €-lal-mmn alcool nliialeiiaemcomalelelace| 
Lita, has positioned Snitsky as the ultimate 
“punk.” And the palpable fear he radiates under- 
cuts his credibility all the more. Instead of being 
the force he pretended to be when he first arrived, 
Snitsky now looks like he ingested way more than 
he was capable of chewing. Like the animals they 
must sometimes act like in the ring, wrestlers can 
smell fear, and they detest it. Nothing compromis- 
es a wrestler’s standing among his peers more 










— 





"Ihe sum total of Snitsky’s 
mistakes has landed him on 
the island of his mind, and 
from all outward appearances, 
the beach is eroding at an 
alarming pace. He’s under 
tremendous pressure to deal 
with several stark realities— 
and time’s running out. He has 
a madman waiting to chase 
him down, and worse, no allies 
willing to watch his back.” 


than fear, the unforgivable weakness. 

The sum total of Snitsky’s mistakes has landed him 
ol aim dal- Me r-dt-lale Mme) M@laltmiiiiscemmr-lalemigelum-limellialc-ige| 
appearances, the beach is eroding at an alarming 
pace. He’s under tremendous pressure to deal with 
several stark realities—and time’s running out. 

| ia (Mi atctome- MaatclolnatclaMmy'ccli tigre mm Comesat-li-m allan (e\y' (air lale| 
worse, no allies willing to watch his back. Couple 
those factors with the realization that he didn’t get 
fo [ola l=Waigl-my(e)e Me) mi c-laslon'diale Ml .¢-la(-me-lale Melal-mer- la Mel ale (-1 ge 
stand why Snitsky has failed to progress beyond his 
current status in WWE. And most frustrating of all, 
Snitsky has only himself to blame—all the way. Oo 


Snitsky delighted in using a chair to finish off “The Big Red 
Machine” at Taboo Tuesday (left and below). Too bad for him Kane 
will be back from his injuries. We’ve seen Kane at his sadistic 
| _ worst, and we don’t like it. 
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The C.M. Punk-Raven feud played out in ROH and TNA last year .. 
TNA and Raven left ROH. A final interpromotional showdown between them would 


elem ialtslel ince 


bit. TNA has a national TV clearance and has placed 
eMule) ol-M (ol m@e-M elee)iltcle)(-Mmibl(elc-Me) am er-\\cel-) envi (-\W mm Wiall (= 
silale me) Ma elacelmerelal(iall(cs-m Com e)eolsrle)(cMiti-im(iicelelelemial=) 
oli Tate m-latemelt-jigieltiilelsme) mm ¢-]e\-s-m-] ale m OA'A Ol-Mre) anit 
Jato) Wi wm AV oem Uulole elem (alc\vMecM ale) @elic-leim@ere)utlel-iili(elnm ce) 
each other, a number of TNA-contracted wrestlers 
WielgoMm of] eccle mi geliim-|e) el-t-lelaleMelsmr-lahaiiele-m ai iile me) 
Honor shows a few months ago, and ROH wrestlers 
re V=M ol-t-la dale) Wi aim Comite <cmel(-)el-leclellale Mutrcla cm-l elelel | 
TNA during ROH shows. 

Believe it or not, this animosity has opened the 
efoto) am Comt- Mm ele) (clalit-]Mellelel delit-y (clam lalicige)aelitle) telat] 
showcase. There’s more money to be made by com- 
ing together (at least for a night or two) than by stay- 
ing apart. 

Before we begin discussing how do to this, it’s 
important to discuss what can’t happen on the card: 
There can be no interpromotional matches between 
champions. Pitting the NWA champion against the 
s@]uMelst-litls)(olammacemiircliCcim plemigl-\ mee lc-Mmelel (ola mele, 


“Begin with a smaill, 
unannounced invasion of 
select TNA talent into an ROH 
show. it can’t be the other way 
around, because ROH has 


something that TNA has yet 

to prove it has: a rabid, loyal 

fan base ..,. it’s not too much 

of a stretch to say that every 

single, solitary ROH fan lives 
and dies with ROH.” 





70 The Wrestler 





. before Punk left 


Ti tal=iam elcelinle)icolamr-lah ane (elele Mars Iw oMe| 
be unlikely to get a decisive winner. 
At the first sign that the NWA champ 
might lose the match, TNA wrestlers 
VW Zol tite mt -lisle)a\mmelel are) mm dal-mm eller. ae: lire, 
force the referee to call for the bell. 
The same would happen if the ROH 
rolar-lislelielame le) @aliitci-ib miei come-t-) ele) bp 
trouble. The result would be a fan 
base ticked off at both of them for 
ge) e)ojiatemigl-Jstmelm@-M-t-l (iA lale melll orelatl= 
to their dream match. 

e So, here we go: No NWA champion 
vs. ROH champion match, no TNA X 
_ champion vs. ROH pure wrestling 
champion match, and no NWA tag 
team champions vs. ROH tag team 
champions match. Write them all off 
ale) Ae-laleMe)ce(-1@-lelelli miele 

Now that we’ve gotten what can’t 
happen out of the way, here’s what has to happen: 
Begin with a small, unannounced invasion of select 
TNA talent into an ROH show. It can’t be the other 
way around, because ROH has something that TNA 
has yet to prove it has: a rabid, loyal fan base. While 
there are thousands of TNA fans who care a lot 
Fl ole] b) Ma tala e) cole (bles eum] mm ale) am Cole Mitle(eig ime) m- ME) (¢-) (enim (e) 
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Monty Brown might be the perfect man to lead a TNA invasion 
of ROH. He's big, he’s aggressive, he’s charismatic, and we bet 
item atlile Mel M@alelirelmrcliinitimuceltiicmel-Meltl(el @comlerslig-Maluie 
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It could be tough to use A.J. Styles on such an interpromotional 


supercard. TNA fans love him, but ROH fans would surely welcome 
him back in a second, so it'd be tough to get anyone to hate him. 
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say that every single, solitary ROH fan lives and dies 
with ROH. It’s one of the only reasons ROH survived 
the Rob Feinstein scandal. It has an ECW-like cult 
following—and a TNA invasion would be big news 
for it and its fans. They'd be hopping mad and ready 
for revenge. 

An ROH invasion of TNA wouldn’t have the same 
juice. Not only doesn’t TNA have the same cult follow- 
ing, there’s the possibility that the invading ROH stars 
would get lost amongst the Jeff Jarretts, Scott Halls, 
and Kevin Nashes of TNA. 

Again, it must start with a limited TNA invasion of 
ROH. Any other way simply won't work. 

PN i (=) gar Wac-\ Waa ui lelaltal-gee) @an'(-)|tre)cet-lalr4-lo Mi lal(cigelgelis lel 
(Co) afl melele) dievemouucmere) bl (om gi (cm: Mel l-s-i-1at-lilolame) emulate) | 
MI 'ZoJb] fo Mi a F-h'/-mn Colm at-]o) ol-JaMmeltigi sve mm tal tom (lig lei(llc-Mre) mi tal=) 
partnership), it would be time for an actual TNA-ROH 
pay-per-view. 

Why pay-per-view? TNA’s bread and butter is its 
newly revamped pay-per-view schedule. Its clearance 
on Fox Sports Net is nice, but a pay-per-view schedule 
with profitable buy rates is the promotion’s future. It 
can’t endanger that in any way. 

ROH hasn’t been on pay-per-view, and if ROH exec- 
utives are telling the truth, there is no plan to take the 


promotion to pay-per-view. Instead, ROH continues to 
market itself through the sale of its tapes. In fact, at 
this point, ROH doesn’t even expect to make money 
from ticket sales—it only seeks to break even on its 
live events, which is why pay-per-view is the perfect 
format for this joint TNA-ROH production. 

TNA should market the pay-per-view and claim 
most of the profits—if, and only if, TNA executives 
agree to allow ROH to market the videotape and DVD 
of the pay-per-view and retain most of the profits 
ige}imigt- 1a 

No, it’s not a perfect system to make this happen, 
but it’s the best idea we’ve seen. 

As for the card itself, we’d want to see a few TNA 
vs. ROH interpromotional matches, but not too many. 
Three at most to make them all seem special. Pick 
Tolusl-are) me tal-watfolUlate Mal(e|amii-)e-Mm celui oleltnim olgelaire) ice) aly 
and let them go at it. Pick two wrestlers with a history, 
such as C.M. Punk and Raven, and provide them with 
a Stage to finish their epic feud. Simply pick two 
wrestlers who would make interesting opposition for 
each other and give them half an hour to compete. 

The key to a successful TNA vs. ROH card would 
be to make sure that the fans got as much out of it as 
possible while also showcasing TNA and ROH as 
‘Te B=] (Mi =fe) (gm o)cejtile)((o)atommuelel(e Mal -10 i CoMele)it(- Mell) me) | 
the pay-per-view looking stronger than they went in. 
The whole process wouldn’t be easy, but as we’ve just 
shown, it could be done. TNA, ROH, it’s up to you to 
make it happen. — C 





ROH could benefit a lot from working with TNA. Some of its 
lesser-known stars—outstanding wrestlers like Homicide and 
John Walters—would get some valuable national exposure. 
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Heidenreich really doesn't seem to have any fear of The Undertaker 
whatsoever. His manager, Paul Heyman, might soon start wonder- 
Tate Mim tit:) Mom: Me lolelem-ilelamelm-M es-le Biel ae 
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“Twe Dealt With Monsters 
Before, But Nothing Like This” 








Paul Heyman will manage any man he thinks he 
can ride to the top of WWE. He thinks Heidenreich 
has the potential to get there, but the madman’s 
mental instability has him wondering whether 
he—Heyman—could survive the journey 


By Liz Hunter 


















PERPLEXED PAUL HEYMAN sat in his hotel room, quietly con- 
templating his decision to take on the management of 
Heidenreich. The lights were dimmed, and the TV was tuned to 
CNN with the volume low to provide background chatter. A half-eaten 
(eo) F:) (Me) Me Colele Mme) cel-lc-teMigelismcele)iim-t-) ali (e-M-t-] ela I dinle tip 4-10 Ml else B 
Heyman would glance over at the plate every once in a while, but his 
mind kept returning to his job at hand. It kept returning to Heidenreich. 
After this evening, Heyman wasn’t sure what he wanted to do with 
Heidenreich. Heck, he wasn't even sure that he wanted to continue man- 
aging the man. Heyman saw in him the potential for greatness—but 
Ware Malem lola aM aM lel alan: \am Com erer-b Mi tat-i@ ele) (lalit-|melll@e) mullite 
a (-MarcleMavemm(e(-r- Male) Mm Com lisle)(-lisl-1s)@r-la\ian dace Mme) m@=)i(-.e1 (hc Mere) alice) am Ba l=) 
Straitjacket was a Start, but that only allowed Heyman to control 
~) Heidenreich’s movements in and around the ring. As physically over- 
| a powering as Heidenreich is, Heyman knows that the bigger issue at 
3 hand is controlling Heidenreich’s frail mental psyche. It’s not like 
xa Heidenreich’s brain is on a leash. 
Ai | Earlier in the evening, while in the ring 
aN against Charlie Haas, Heidenreich forgot all 
a about the match and hopped over the 
ringside barrier. As the referee counted 
to 10, giving Haas a meaningless win, 
Heidenreich curled into the fetal posi- 
ifelaie-lalemercret-lamt-|i dislemCoMaliiciciie 
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Just look at the ferocity with which Heidenreich attacks the Taker (above). It’s no 
wonder he needs to be placed in a straitjacket (below). But a straitjacket does noth- 


“if [Heyman is] gcing 
te: werk with: 
Heidenreich, hes 
giing t2 hawe te gst 
insics the mensters 
head ankGa Mayhe 
ferce him te mature. 
Ke cant bring 
nimself te walk 
away, and yet he 
Shivers in fscar ewer 
What Might happsi 
if ke deesnt. 
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“| didn’t lose! | didn’t fail!” Heidenreich repeated, 
still broken up about his Survivor Series loss to The 
Undertaker. He kept this up until he started mumbling 
incoherent nothings and seemed on the verge of 
passing out. Finally, he calmed down enough that 
Heyman was able to coax him into,the backstage area, 
but the damage had been done. 

The entire Smackdown locker room had seen 
Heidenreich’s breakdown. Everyone now knew he 
WET} ae @anl=laitcli\Vaecd tele) (MG talelble|s Man et-j@m e)celey-le)\VMatclo mre | 
good idea of that even before the breakdown), and 
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everyone would try to use that to his own advantage. 
Somehow, Heyman was responsible for turning this 
Tittle life) a-lce)t lates 

“I've dealt with monsters before, but nothing like 
this,” Heyman said while contemplating how he was 
going to get himself out of this latest mess. “Heid- 
enreich has a lot of raw talent, a lot of physical gifts, 
but he’s unsculpted—and his ego is close to that of a 
rola} i (eM a (-mer-laMe)al Van coleisicme)ame)al-maliatem-l@elai-mu-mer- lire 
if he fails in that focus, he’s just about incompetent in 
every other area of his life. He could be my greatest 
client, a human wrecking machine, but | just don’t 
know. He’s a monster, yes, but he’s like no monster 
I’ve ever been around or even seen, because he has 
an innocent side.” 

Heidenreich? An innocent side? Yes, we know, it 
sounds like Heyman’s devious way of trying to ingrati- 
ate himself and Heidenreich to the wrestling public, a 
ploy by a man who knows everything there is to know 
FV ofe} 0} ay ek-s¥Zer ace) (ofe|(or-l mn i's-lar-le-me-laleme-lolelelame|-ler-)haiale 
opponents and fans, but there might be some truth in 
Heyman’s words. 

As sadistic and dangerous and menacing as he is, 
all Heidenreich wants to do is please. He can’t stand 
to be looked upon as a failure, or as someone Heyman 
ror ]aM Morelli al melamcome|-im@ig(-M(elemelels(- Mia (-Mal-\-malelcole)iimi nl 
lem saliate mace) mmeltsr-]e)ele)ialigel=)n) emi a (- ale) ake) al ham al=l-Lo tym co) 
prove his worth to himself, he also needs to prove it to 
those who care about him ... or at least pretend to 
fers |eo-lelele Mallia e 

aifelal mare) immate|iit\melmuice)sle| Mame (-l(e(c)pleclea mci om tala 
itelall eleieelh=Mm lc) ails lame- too (a= Mo) aliVay ol-lectol al (ele) diate Mell t 
for him. 

Heyman, for his part, has no idea how to mold 
Heidenreich into a successful wrestler. He’s dealt with 
Mitclalre(ecom pM Clem el) em lalealelelialem (al-munveccimeleyinl(ei(et-] Mele) b 
‘ej (o f=] Mir-laleMe(-ialelei(et=] Mai] g-s-4((=)qm-\(-] am Comerelan|el-) (Min mmigi= 
sport: Sabu. Heyman, though, knew how to control 








Manhandling someone like Shannon Moore isn’t even close to a 
challenge for Heidenreich. Physically, he could overpower any- 
one in WWE. Mentally, well, that’s where he has some scary 
problems. Very scary, according to Heyman. 


Sabu: He unleashed him in the ring and let him go 
about his business. No, their relationship wasn’t 
always pretty, but because Heyman knew Sabu’s 
innermost desire—to enter the ring and create as 
much mayhem as possible—he was able to effectively 
control the madman when he managed him in ECW. 

Heidenreich’s different than Sabu, perhaps more 
complex. Even though Sabu never spoke in the ring, 
he was certainly easier for Heyman to read than 
Heidenreich currently is. What does he want? 
What are his goals, his dreams? Does he have 
any at all? What’s happening in his head? How 
does his mind work? It’s Heyman’s job to figure 
these things out—and the longer he goes with- 
out finding the answers, the more he’s putting 
himself in harm’s way. 

iia (=\VitirelaMme lave (=1ec) claret what Heidenreich is 
capable of,” said wrestling psychologist Dr. 
Sidney M. Basil. “He’s seen little flashes of what 
he can do when he’s angry. Because of this, 
he’s scared of him. Heyman doesn’t know what 
me leliatemComco)cer-Misi-me)(eMiir-lim COMIC lh JAT-] Omen es 
when or if it’s going to happen. Heyman also 
knows that he doesn’t want to be around when 
it does happen, but every time he counsels him 
backstage or walks with him to the ring, he’s at 
risk.” 

Some people in the Smackdown locker room 
are wondering if Heyman has aligned himself 
with a wild card like Heidenreich because he 
feels like he’s losing backstage stroke. Others 
view it as an opportunity for Heyman to try to 
capitalize on past successes with other big, 
monstrous men. Remember, earlier in his WWE 





tenure, Heyman molded the careers of The Big Show 
rl ale Ml =] cole).@ M1) pr-|oeee-lave dl a(-Ma-ver-)\V/-ve r- Milo) me) mn l=) credit 
for their successful performances. 
However, those relationships were also different 
than his current one. First, like Sabu, he knew their 


motivations. He knew titles, money, and glory were 


their ultimate goals, the be-all and end-all of their exis- 
tence. He also knew that even though Show and 
Lesnar could have done him grievous harm when he 
was working for them, neither of them had a hair trig- 
ger. Heyman knew when he was annoying them. He 
knew when he needed to step away and not push 


them any more. His ability to read their psyches acted — 


as an internal alarm—one that allowed him to back 
MIE of=i (ol c=m tal=sim Cole) Mi talclimigeicite-t(elatomolel me) mallite 

Heyman can’t read Heidenreich, which is why he 
can’t control him. He’d like to advise him from afar, 
but he knows that won’t work, either. If he’s going to 
work with Heidenreich, he’s going to have to get 
inside the monster’s head and maybe force him to 
mature. He can’t bring himself to walk away, and yet 
he shivers in fear over what might happen if he 
doesn't. 

“What | told Heidenreich was true,” Heyman said. 
“The Undertaker was more scared of him than he was 
of The Rock, of Steve Austin, and even Hollywood 
Hogan. ‘Taker gave him a beating like he’s given no 
one else, and Heidenreich came back for more. He 
refused to quit. | can’t be expected to walk away from 
the only person who has ever made The Undertaker 
afraid, can |?” 

Well, Mr. Heyman, that’s a question you're going to 
have to answer for yourself ... and soon. oO 





Heyman wonders whether he will suffer the same fate as Rico is suffering 
here—or worse—at some point. And it’s not like him to admit he fears some- 
one he manages. 
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STATE ZIP 


7032/09.04 


You can read about Jushin Liger’s success in Ring of Honor on 
page 50. Wouldn't it be great if we all got to see him in WWE 
before he retired? 


Laree (with Passion) pinned Jillian 
Hall (with Melissa Coates) ... Skyfire, 
Johnson, Johnny Jeter, and Matt 
Cappotelli beat Da Beast, Mike 
Mondo, Romeo Roselli, and Prom- 
ise Thomas in an eight-man tag ... 
The exciting Elijah Burke defeated 
Hassan ... Ken Doane beat Mat- 
thews in a strap match ... Jim Cor- 
nette interviewed Randy Orton 
... Eugene pinned Robert Conway 
... OVW heavyweight champion 
Chris Cage pinned Chad Toland 
... The Basham Brothers defeated 





WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


Chris Masters 
and The Blue- 
print (Matt Mor- 
gan under a 


mask). 

Linda Mc- 
Mahon and 
WWE Chief Fi- 


nancial Officer 
Phil Livingston 
recently talked 
with investors in 
a state of WWE 
conference call. 
McMahon admit- 
ted PPV busi- 
ness is down but 
blamed the low 
buy rate for Ta- 
boo Tuesday on 
competition from 
the Major League 
Baseball playoff 
series between 
the Yankees and 
Red Sox. She 
also said WWE 
24/7 will start in 
earnest soon 
and noted that 
WWE has ac- 
quired two new 
movie scripts. 
She did not give 
any specifics on 
those movies, 
but said they will 
be released in 
2006. 

Here’s an interesting rumor: Ju- 
shin Liger, who was sensational 
when he faced “American Dragon” 
Bryan Danielson on two Ring of 
Honor cards in the Northeast in No- 
vember, has reportedly told friends he 
would like to end his career in WWE. 
Liger was instrumental in popularizing 
cruiserweight wrestling in the U.S. 
with his stints in WCW in the early- 
and mid-1990s. I’m not sure if there’s 
any truth to the rumor, but a series 
between him and Rey Misterio Jr. 
for the WWE cruiserweight title would 


be the stuff of legends. 

WWE is planning to merchandise 
a Randy Orton clothing line to be 
called “Randy Wear.” | wonder if that 
clothing line comes with a belt ... 
Steve Austin reportedly has been in 
talks with the WWE front office 
regarding a possible return. Spec- 
ulation is he'll be back by Wrestle- 
Mania XXI ... Finally, Jake “The 
Snake” Roberts has been convicted 
in England of causing unnecessary 
cruelty to his pet snake, which died 
after being removed from Roberts’ 
home. According to court testimony, 
the male Burmese python had not 
been fed for several months, suffered 
from mouth rot, and was kept in an 
unsuitable tank in the garage of his 
home. Roberts received a substantial 
fine and community service. 

That's what’s happening. Catch ya 


again next Issue. = 





+ 


After all these years, Jake “The Snake” 
Roberts is still making news because of his 
reptiles. The most recent news he made in 
England wasn't positive. 
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May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who Is 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Mulligan, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 

April 1980: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty Rhodes’ 
Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, Kevin Von Erich, 
DiBiase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & Heenan, Baba-Race, Mr. 
Wrestling Il, Youngblood & Steamboat. 

Aug. 1980: The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: Stevens & 
Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team Title! Also: Kerry 
Von Erich, Backlund & Skaaland, Nick Bockwinkel, 
Zbyszko-Bruno, Keirn-Muraco, Samoans, Wrestling |I- 
Idol 

June 1981; Bruno Sammartino: “1 Want To Break Stan 
Hansen's Neck!" Also: Teo DiBiase, Garea & Martel, 
Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper-Superstar, 
Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich. 

Sept. 1980: Why Ernie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Being Your King.” Also: Rick Steamboat, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny 
Fernandez, Bob Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko’s Claim: “Tony Garea Begged 
Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, Race-Patera, 
Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, Gilberts, Mr. 
Wrestling !, Bravo-Bockwinkel. 

Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family At War? Why Terry Funk 
And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To Wrestle. Also: 
Backlund-Patterson-Mosca, Harley Race, Rhodes-Khan, 
Kevin Sullivan, Flair-Patera, Verne Gagne. 

Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!" Also: Putski-Adonis, Blackjack 
Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, Lawler- 
Kaufman, Mike Graham. 

April 1982; How Jack Brisco Controls Ric Flair’s Cham- 
pionship Destiny. Also: Tito Santana, Valentine-Atlas, 
Bow Roop, Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 

May 1982: Bob Backlund’s Fourth Anniversary As WWF 
Champion: The All-American Boy Grows Up, Also: 
Koloff-Rich, Superstar Graham, David Von Erich, Putski- 
Morales, Dusty Rhodes, 

June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The NWA 
Belt Strangled Wrestling's Greatest Friendship. Also: 
Piper-Armstrong, Hussein Arab, Bruno Sammartino, 
Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed. 

July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In The Hands 
Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric lair, Roddy Piper. 

Sept. 1982: Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: The 
Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have Happened. 
Also: Manny Fernandez, Armstrong-Piper, Blassie- 
Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Nov. 1982: Clash Of The Titans—Backlund vs. Flair: 
Who's Belter? Also: Roddy Piper, Gagne & Brunzell, 
Putski & Snuka, Brian Blair, 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro Deserve To 
Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bob Orton dr. 
Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, 
JYD-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink, 

Jan. 1983: Ivan Putski Humiliates Cowboy Bob Orton: 
Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The Pieces? Also: Barry 
Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Rich, Nick Bockwinkel, Flair- 
Youngblood-Steamboat, Fabulous Kangaroos. 

Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regains The AWA Title From Otto Wanz. Also: 
Backliind-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, Martel 
& Garea, McDaniel & Piper, Kamala, 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Low Albano? Also: Tommy 
Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, Ladd & 
Rhodes, Flair-Omdortt. 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champion Be Allowed To Choose His 
Challengers? Also: ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, Kerry Von 
Ench, Andre-Kamala, Brazil-Valentine, Gagnes-Martel. 
July 1983: Ric Flair: “| Wrestle The Men Backlund Is 
Afraid Of." Also: Putski-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel-Heenan. 

Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. Also: 
Briscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Ellering, Mulligan & 
Windham, 

Nov. 1983: Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty Rhodes 
Fullill His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 
Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito Santana, 
Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983; The Night The AWA World Tille Was Stolen 
Fram Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry Zbyszko, 


Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, David Von 
Erich, Jesse Ventura. 

July 1984: Tommy Rich ts Back! And He Owes It All To 
The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric Flair, Mike Von 
Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 
Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation Inc., 
Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & Dillon, McDaniel-Race. 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson Challenge Match: 
Billy Jack Gets Bloody Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also; Roddy Piper, Heenan & Saito, Brody & 
Hansen, Kerry Von Erich. 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Will Dusty Rhodes End it ... Or Make It Worse? Also: 
Tito Santana, Martel-Atlas, D. Funk, Mike Von Erich, 
Williams-Taylor 

Jan, 1985; Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Flair's NWA 
Title Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & Lauper, Koloffs 
& Kernodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, Scott 
McGhee, 

Feb. 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tito Santana's 
Intercontinental Title ... But Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Warriors-Sheepherders, 
Fiair-Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff, 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Ellering vs. 
Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid, tomorrow's 
stars, Adams-Kevin, Flair-Jack, Terminators. 

May 1985: The Road Warriors vs. Dusty Rhodes & 
Manny Fernandez: Exclusive Coverage O! The Historic 
Tag Team Superbowl! Also: Al-Kaissie-Gagne, Backlund- 
Race, Haynes-Kamala, Tito Santana. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singling Out 
Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: Zbyszko- 
Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tommy Rich, Oliver- 
Haynes. 

July 1985: It's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also: Backlund-Martel, 
Kernodle-Koloff, Butch Reed, Hernandez & Sunshine, 
Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum 
T.A., Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & Volkoff-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gels An NWA Title Shot: Ric 
Flair—"! Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan Is Afraid Of!” 
Also; Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, George 
Steele, Killer Brooks, all-time top 10. 

May 1986: Von Erich Family Feud: Is Lance Coming Be- 
tween Kevin And Kerry? Also: Hansen-Hall, Hillbillies- 
Beefcake & Valentine, Butch Reed, Santana-Ventura. 
June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told 
Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!” Also: Steve 
Williams, Hogan-Orton, Flair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 

Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To Badstreet 
U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. The Freebirds. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Orndorff, Mike Von Erich, 
Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986: Ric Flair's NWA Tille Reign: Last Chance To 
Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Koloff, Gilbert & Sting, 
Hogan-Piper, Abdultah-Adams, Nick Bockwinkel. 

Jan. 1987: Bobby Heenan’s Bitter Crusade To Destroy 
Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins, Ted Di- 
Biase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. Also: 
Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkof, Terry Gordy, 
Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Koloff's Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage- 
Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka. 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Superfeud! Also: Nick 
Bockwinkel, Paul Orndorff, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve 
Williams. 

July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell In The 
WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsemen, Nikita-Comette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also; Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Koloffs, Bubba Rogers, 
Missy Hyatt. 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The Intercon- 
tinental Title: Ils Randy Savage The Fans’ Last Hope. 
Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting-Gilbert, Horse- 
men-Freebirds, Zbyszko-Gagne. 





Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawler, 
Windham-Steiner, Flair-Williams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin 

Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors Will 
Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff-Taylor, Curt Hennig, 
Duggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Without The 
NWA Belt!” Also; Kerry Von Erich, Jim Comette, Hogan- 
Andre, Hennig-Lawler, Terry Taylor, 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Warriors- 
Demolition, Steve Williams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, Terry 
Gordy. 

May 1988: Belt Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is Still The 
People's Champion! Also: Owen Hart, Tatum & Victory, 
Scott Hall, Madusa Miceli, Luger-Am. 

June 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair Could Make 
Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel-Zenk, 
Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase, Nikita Koloft. 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: Windham 
& Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul Ellering, 
Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will Not Share 
Our Fans With The Rock ‘n' Roll Express!” Also: 
Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 

Jan. 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Title 
Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still Prove 
Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, Andre- 
Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don’t Say Snake!” Also: Jeff 
Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Hercules, Iron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: British Bulldogs, 
Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andre, Mike 
Rotundo, 

June 1989; Ultimate Warrior's Mission Impossible: 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Rick Martel, Larry Zbyszko, Luger-Windham 
by Sting, Ric Flair. 

July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beal! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Ellering, Michael Hayes. 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! Ex- 
clusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash Of 
Champions VI. Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage, Great 
Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long. 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: Don't Wrestle 
Terry Funk, Also: Demolition, Roddy Piper, Hogan-Zeus, 
Larry Zbyszko, Jerry Lawler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beefcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis. Also: 
Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes-Luger, 
Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes, 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! Also: Mr. T & Von Erichs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, Dustin-Steel Man, Sat. 
Slaughter. 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: Brian 
Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, P.Y. Chu-Hi, Greg 
Gagne. 

March 1990; Funk-Flair: “I Quit!—One War Ends, Two 
More Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, Survivor Series, Steiners, 
Hogan-Zeus, Jin Cornette. 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness. Also: 
Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd 
Company. 

July 1990: My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By Lex 
Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Flair, 
Doom, Tully Blanchard. 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior Il: You Can Make It Happen. 
Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry Zbyszko. 
Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Oul! Why He 
Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy Jack Haynes, Lex 
Luger, Doom-Steiners, Tugboat, Kerry-Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Ultimate 
Warrior, Ric Flair, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devil, Chris 
Von Erich. 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc Hoax”! 
Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: Muta-Steamboat, 
Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Cornette & Express, 
Norman. 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: Roddy 
Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette & 
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Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton. 

April 1991; Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That Remain. 
Also: Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, Tom Zenk, 
Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF Of The 
Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, 
Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

June 1991; How Much Longer Can We Depend On Hulk 
Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flair-Gigante, Cactus 
Jack, Kevin Von Erich, 

July 1991; Can Ric Flair Shatter The "Myth" Of 
Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991: If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” ... Would 
Hulk And The World Forgive Him? Also: Luger-Nikita, 
Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—But Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 

Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis; Flair vs. 
Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The Century? 
Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverly, Cactus Jack. 

Jan. 1992: The LOD’s Championship Catastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Johnny B. 
Badd, Mr. Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 

Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon Offers 
Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? Also: Ron 
Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R, Steiner- 
Abdullah. 

March 1992: After Survivor Series & Tuesday In Texas: 
Has The WWF Title Suffered Irreparable Damage? Also: 
Brian Pillman, Ancerson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, Mountie- 
Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 

April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 
Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Orndortf, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels & 
Jannetty. 

Dec. 1992: He's Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts Slithers Into 
WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Ron Simmons, Hulk 
Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Gilberts-Rock 'n’ Rolls. 

May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric Flair's 
Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop Him At Wrestle- 
Mania VIII? Also: Anderson & Eaton, Roddy Piper, Dusty 
Rhodes, USWA, Don Owen, 

June 1992: In Ric Flair's High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, WCW 
titles, Koko B, Ware. 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do”: For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Failure. Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg Valentine, 
Sabu 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior; WrestleMania’s Ac- 
cidental Hero. Also: Bunkhouse matches, Undertaker- 
Roberts, Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept, 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Title Or 
Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kleen, Freebirds- 
Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 

Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect Time For A 
Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, Sting, 
Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey. 

Jan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting Jake Makes 
Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & Eaton, Bushwhackers- 
Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa 
Chono. 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also; Sgt. Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob Backlund, Terry Taylor. 

March 1993 (Special Edition): 1992—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Madusa-Pau! E., Curt Hennig, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jesse Ventura, Predictions For '93. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: Razor Ramon, 
Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian Christopher. 

May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? Also: Jim Cornette, 
Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scorpio, Windham & Rhodes, 
Hennig-Luger 

Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not Over Yet! 
Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marty Jannetty, Heavenly 
Bodies, Tatanka, Sherr Martel. 

Jan. 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any Way 
You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! Also; Rude-Flair, 
Bagwell & Scorpio. Jim Cornette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen & 
T. Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan. 


May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble Shook 
Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, Douglas- 
Sherri, Patriot, improve WCW. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett’s 
WWN, Ted DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 

Aug. 1994: Bret's Nightmare Team Becomes A Reality: 
Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also: Cactus-Vader, MOM, 
Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon. 

Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, Sting- 
Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kharis, Bunkhouse- 
Rhodes, Public Enemy. 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. Also: 
Johnny B. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG-13, 
Hacksaw Duggan, 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF '95-WWF 
85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today If ... Also: Gunn 
& Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money Inc., Lawler-Cornette, 
May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble Shook 
Up WrestleMania. Also: Big Bossman, Sherri-Douglas, 
Hulk Hogan, The Patriot. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America. Also: 
Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundee. 

Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Steiners, Austin 
& Pillman, Miss Texas, Gordon Solie. 

Nov. 1995: If Savage Can't Silence Flair, He's 
Through! Also: Jarrett-Ramon, Mabel, Hogan & Rene- 
gade, WWF legends roundtable. 

Dec. 1995 (Special Issue): Shawn Michaels: Too Good 
To Be Second Best! Also: Wrestling rulebook, Vega- 
Ramon, Mama Comette, Kamala-Duggan, Big Van Vader, 
Winter 1995; Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: This 
Time It’s For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem-Undertaker, 
Bodies-Corette, Arn Anderson. 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve Austin, 
wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair. 

June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock 'n’ 
Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian Pillman, Konnan, 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has The 
Title ... Now Here's What He's Gotta Do With It! Also: 
Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, Booty Man-Sullivan, 
Mabel. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior ts 
Ready To Rule Again. Also; Warriors & Sasaki-Steiners 
& Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue Meanie, 
Nov. 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoti! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & Sable, 
Goldust, Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Set To 
Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, Michaels- 
Goldust, Am Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 


Jan. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's Next Move ... | 


Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Owen-3ulidog, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Kevin Nash. 

July 1997: Infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jeff Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then ‘Taker ... Then Hogan: 
Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, Bret Hart, 
Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean Malenko. 

April 1998: “We've Won!” Maybe ... But Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock, 
Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia. 
May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into Wrestling Hell! 
Also: Bischoff-Bret-Zbyszko, Meng & Barbarian, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, ECWA ladder match. 

June 1998: Hollywood Hogan: 10 More Dirty Deeds ... 
And Then He's Outta Here! Also: DeGeneration X, Jim 
Cornette, Randy Savage, yesterday and today. 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Title Isn't 
Enough For The Macho Man: What's Next? Also: Ric 
Flair, Headbangers-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Chris Chetti, Mero & 
Sable. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's Time To 
Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. Also: 
Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg, Antonio Inoki. 
Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A WWF- 
WCW Supercard Is No Longer Just Talk! Also: Sable, 
Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 

Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett-Black- 
man, Melanie Pillman, Rey Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998 (Special issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 

Hol. 1998; “Quit, Mick!” A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wife. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war. 

Jan. 1999: Stone-Cold's Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, three- 
way title matches. 

Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives Sham- 
rock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, Spike Dudley, 
Eric Bischoff, Perry Saturn. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In Pic- 
tures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, The 
Undertaker. 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: While House Or White 
Lie? Also: DDP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve Austin, 
Mankind. 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 
sideshow. 

June 1999 (Special Issue): Ric Flair: The 10 Feats He 
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Must Accomplish Before He's Through. Also: Rocky 
Maivia, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body parts quiz 
section. 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... It's High Time Austin 
Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP-Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man ts Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Plus: Owen Hart, Vader, Sable. 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DDP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show-Mc- 
Mahons, Disco Inferno, Keirn & Lane. 

Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: Steiners, 
Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 

Nov. 1999: Austin's New Powers: Shag Vince? Yeah, 
Baby! Also; Arn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miller, Naoya 
Ogawa. 

Dec. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also; ECW midyear report, David & Ric Flair, 
Test & Stephanie. 

Hol. 1999: Before The WWF Can Sell ... Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Axl & New Jack, Kevin Nash. 

Jan. 2000: An Insider's Analysis: Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna. Also: Revolution, ECW expansion. 
Guerrero & Misterio, WWFAVCW/ECW women. 

Feb. 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tell The Rock 
.«» “Put A Sock In It"? Also: Goldberg, Chris Jericho, 
Sabu, Harlem Heat. 

Apr. 2000: Can The WWF Survive Without Steve Aus- 
tin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big Show, 
Madusa. 

May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistrusted McMahon 
Of All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, David & Ric Flair, 
Kurt Angle, Rhino. 

June 2000 (Special Issue): The Rock: No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angle, 
Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 

July 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Story? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jeff Jarrett. 

Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved The 
WWF! Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & Rhino, 
Cyrus, 

Sept. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Pau! Wight, Chyna, 
Dr. Sam Sheppard. 

Oct. 2000: ls Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino Heat? 
Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob Van Dam, 
David Fair. 

Nov. 2000: Special Fear Ilssue—Rock-Benoit, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Also; ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg. 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Goldberg-Triple-H, Daffney, Christian & 
Edge, Jeff Peterson. 

ALL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH THE JANUARY 2001 ISSUE 
Jan. 2001: WWF Brat-titude! Does Steph Always Get 
Her Way? Not On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Foley, Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blackman, Torrie 
Wilson. 

March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They Should 
Not! Also: Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob Van Dam, 
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MeMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW factions. 

May 2001: Do Anything You Want, Stone-Cold: We 
Can't Hate You. Also: Kronic, Rikishi, Steve Corino, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christian, Kane. 

July 2001: Jerichoholics Beware! Serious Withdrawal 
Symptoms Are In Store! Also: Tajiri, Steph-Test, Un- 
dertaker, Mike Awesome, WCW Elite, Albert. 

Sept. 2001: The Rock's Choice: Honor Over Glory! Also: 
WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-H, Shane- 
WCW, TCL II, Scott Hall, Vince McMahon, Chris Jericho. 
Nov. 2001: Goldberg! Da Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also: Dudleys, Steve Corino, Chris 
Benoit, Dusty Rhodes, Lita, WWF top tier. 

Jan. 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unrelenting 
Pressure Of Fame? Also: RVD, Paul Heyman, Terry 
Gordy, Flash-Jericho, Tajir-Tazz, WWF-Alliance 

March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Hall & Nash Take 
Aim At The WWF! Also: Ivory, Austin-Angle, Christian- 
Edge, what's ahead in ‘02. 

May 2002: Ric Flair: 10 Reasons He Terrifies Vince 
McMahon. Also: Undertaker, Jeff Hardy, Survivor Series, 
S.AT., report cards. 

July 2002: Hail The NWO ... But Don't Forget The N-W- 
Woes! Also: Edge, Billy & Chuck, Leviathon, Jericho- 
Flair, Goldust. 

Sept. 2002: What's Left? Hulk Hogan's Five Remaining 
Tasks. Also: Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Rey Misterio Jr., 
Jeff Peterson, WWF draft. 

Nov. 2002: Who's Next? The Stars That Could Replace 
Stone-Cold. Also: Torrie Wilson, Davey Boy Smith, Ken 
Shamrock, Funk-Abdullah-Rhodes-Sullivan, WWE 
shockers, indy roulette. 

Jan. 2003: War Games! WWE Is Out Of Control ... And 
Vinnie Mac Loves It! Also: Rey Misterio Jr., AJ. Styles, 
Rikishi-Gangre!, The Rock, Christian. 

March 2003: The WrestleMania XIX We Want To See! 
Also: Terry Funk, Rey Misterio Jr., Nidia, NWA-TNA, 
what's ahead in ‘03. 

May 2003: A Permanent Replacement For The Rock? 
Book It! Also: Smackdown, Joanie & Syxx-Pac, Raw 
report cards, Shawn Michaels, Victoria. 

July 2003: In Tune With Steve Austin—A Compre- 
hensive Guide To Stone-Cold's Red-Hot Comeback. 
Also: Kurt Angle, Amazing Red, The Sheik, Bill DeMott, 
Al Snow, Ric Flair. 

Sept. 2003: Goldberg's Golden Road To WWE. Also: 
Hardys, Chance Beckett, Kevin Nash, WrestleMania “B” 
card, Playboy WWE. 

Nov. 2003: The Women Of Wrestling—Do We Expect 
Too Much From Their Bodies? Also: AJ. Styles, Freddie 
Blassie, Goldberg, Stacy Keibler, evolution of wrestling. 
Jan. 2004: No Fear! Ask Angle ... He's Never Been 
Hurt A Day In His Life! Also: Punk-Raven, Orton- 
Guerrero-Rock, TNA vs. WWE, Mankind, Hall of Fame. 
March 2004: McMahon vs. McWoman: How Vince vs. 
Stephanie Nearly Ruined WWE! Also: Flair & Dusty, Eric 
Angle, Jeff Jarrett, Shannon Moore, what's ahead in 04. 
May 2004: Who's Got The Edge? The Inside Story Of 
The Raw-Smackdown Bidding War! Also: Bret Hart, 
Sumie Sakai, Steiner-Stacy, Smackdown report cards. 
July 2004: Stop Right There! RVD Won't Let The Young 
Studs Pass Him By! Also: Jonny Fairplay, Walters- 
Xavier, HHH-HBK. 
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TOP 10 


| TRIPLE-H 
269, Greenwich, CT 
(1) WWE Raw champion 
2 KENTA KOBASHI 
282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 


(3) GHC heavyweight champion 


3 JOHN B. LAYFIELD 
306, Roscoe, TX 


(2) WWE Smackdown champion 


a CHRIS BENOIT 

224, Edmonton, Alberta 

(-) No. 1 contender: WWE Raw title 
be EDGE 

240, Toronto, Ontario 


(10) No. 2 contender: WWE Raw title 


THE UNDERTAKER 
304, Dallas, TX 


(9) No. 1 contender: WWE Smackdown title 


7 JEFF JARRETT 
230, Nashville, TN 


(7) NWA heavyweight champion 


8 TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
245, Ashikaga, Japan 


(5) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 


Q RANDY ORTON 
265, St. Louis, MO 


{4) No. 3 contender: WWE Raw title _ 


10 KENSUKE SASAKI 
251, Tokyo, Japan 


(-) IWGP heavyweight champion 





The Undertaker 


TAG TEAMS 


] WILLIAM REGAL & EUGENE 
Combined weight: 474 pounds 
(9) WWE Raw fag team champions 
RENE DUPREE & KENZO SUZUKI 
Combined weight: 516 pounds 
(1) WWE Smackdown tag team champions 
KENDO KA SHIN & YUJI NAGATA 
Combined weight: 423 pounds 
(8) All-Japan International tag team champions 
MINORU SUZUKI & YOSHIHIRO TAKAYAM. 
Combined weight: 514 pounds 
(2) IWGP International tag team champions 
5 B.G. JAMES & KONNAN 
Combined weight: 484 pounds 
(-) NWA fag team champions 
6 REY MISTERIO JR. & ROB VAN DAM 
Combined weight: 400 pounds 
(6) No. 1 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 
ROBERT CONWAY & SYLVAN GRENIER 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 
(4) No. 1 contenders: WWE Raw tag title 
| 8 CHRIS HARRIS & JAMES STORM 
Combined weight: 516 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: NWA tag title 
i) MITSUHARU MISAWA & YOSHINARI OGAV 
Combined weight: 430 pounds 
(5) GHC tag team champions 
10 BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
Combined weight: 579 pounds 
(10) No. 2 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 








WWE RAW 


Raw Champion: 
TRIPLE-H 
(C) 269, Greenwich, CT 
1—CHRIS BENOIT 
(5) 224, Edmonton, Alberta 
2—EDGE 
(3) 240, Toronto, Ontario 
3—RANDY ORTON 
(1) 265, St. Louis, MO 
4—SHELTON BENJAMIN 
(2) 245, Spartanburg, SC 
5—BATISTA 
(8) 318, Washington, DC 
6—CHRIS JERICHO 
(4) 225, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
7—GENE SNITSKY 
(6) 307, Nesquehoning, PA 
8—CHRISTIAN 
(7) 225, Toronto, Ontario 
9—MAVEN 
(10) 210, Chantilly, VA 
10—RHYNO 
(-) 275, Detroit, Ml 
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WWE SMACKDOWN 


Smackdown Champion: 
JOHN B. LAYFIELD 
(C) 306, Roscoe, TX 
1—THE UNDERTAKER 
(2) 304, Dallas, TX 
2—BOOKER T 
(1) 250, Houston, TX 
3—EDDIE GUERRERO 
(6) 223, El Paso, TX 
4—JOHN CENA 
(-) 260, West Newbury, MA 
5—THE BIG SHOW 
(4) 485, Aiken, SC 
6—KURT ANGLE 
(5) 233, Pittsburgh, PA 
7—SPIKE DUDLEY 
(7) 155, Providence, RI 
8—HEIDENREICH 
(-) 320, New Orleans, LA 
9—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(8) 163, San Diego, CA 
10—JESUS 
(-) 254, Orange, CA 


OVW 
OVW Champion: 
CHRIS CAGE 
(C) 220, Youngstown, OH 
1—CHAD TOLAND 
(-) 228, Boston, MA 
2—MATT MORGAN 
(1) 330, Fairfield, CT 
3—JOHNNY NITRO 
(3) 204, los Angeles, CA 
4—JOHNNY JETER 
(2) 218, San Diego, CA 
5—KEN DOANE 
(5) 210, Louisville, KY 
6—ELIJAH BURKE 
(-) 230, Jacksonville, FI 
7—MUHAMMAD HASSAN 
(-) 231, Syracuse, NY 
8—MATT CAPPOTELLI 
(4) 220, Norwich, NY 
9—JOEY MATTHEWS 
(7) 213, Fayetteville, NC 


10—SEVEN 
(8) 278, Memphis, TN 


RING OF HONOR 
ROH Champion: 
SAMOA JOE 
(C) 270, American Samoa 
1—JOHN WALTERS 
(1) 220, Boston, MA 
2—C€.M. PUNK 
(2) 220, Chicago, Il 
3—AUSTIN ARIES 
(4) 202, Milwaukee, WI 
4—HOMICIDE 
(5) 220, Brooklyn, NY 
5—LOW-KI 
(7) 170, Brooklyn, NY 
6—BRYAN DANIELSON 
(3) 185, Aberdeen, WA 
7—NIGEL MCGUINNESS 
(8) 220, London, England 
8—JIMMY RAVE 
(-) 177, Atlanta, GA 
9—JAY LETHAL 
(-) 192, Elizabeth, NJ 


10—ALEX SHELLEY 
(6) 199, Detroit, MI 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All other ratings are based on the 
official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the 
ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler 
was not rated in that category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. Note: 
In an effort to keep the ratings as up-to-date as possible, these pages are often the last to be sent to the printer. Thus, the 
ratings may reflect changes not reflected in the remainder or the issue. 


For period ended December 3, 2004 





AWA SUPREME: Champion—The Prophet; 1—Mason the Mangler; 2—Billy 
Maverick; 3—Brad Lamen; 4—Eric Draven; 5—Vito Andretti; 6—Apollo; 7— 
Kliff Hanger; 8—Nick Noble; 9—Spazz; 10—Damien Divine. 


CENTRAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Terry Alan; 1—Tommy Green; 
2—Maddawg; 3—Mongoose; 4—Jad T. Lungini; 5—Raziel7 6—Guido; 7— 
Redneck Superstar; 8—Cherry; 9—Skip Sherwood; 10—Bob Russell. 


FAR NORTH WRESTLING: Champion—T. Rantula; 1—Mike Quackenbush; 
2—Dennis Gregory; 3—Dorian Deville; 4—Slyk Wagner Brown; 5—Sterling 
James Keenan; 6—Claudio Castagnoli; 7—Kevin Grace; 8—Lord Zoltan; 9— 
Larry Sweeney; 10—Leslie Leatherman. 


KYDA PRO WRESTLING: Champion—C.A. Elliott; 1—Tank Thomas; 2—Sean 
Patrick; 3—Dan Severn; 4—Shane Mclntyer; 5—Chris Nightmare; 6—Chucky 
Wynn; 7—Billy Johnson; 8—Simply Luscious; 9—John Kermon; 10—Joseph 
Brooks. 


NEW AGE WRESTLING: Champion—Chris Collins; 1—Scotty Rocker; 2—Mike 
Williams; 3—Rick Kelly; 4—Gregory Vercetti; 5—Kamakazi Kid; 6—Matty D; 
7—Ryan Andrews; 8—Tony Fitz; 9—Jimmy Valiant; 10—Shawn Christian. 


NWA WILDSIDE: Champion—Onyx; 1—Jason Cross; 2—Ray Gordy; 3— 
Mikal Adryan; 4—Todd Sexton; 5—Jeremy V; 6—Rainman; 7—Fast Eddie; 8— 
Caprice Coleman; 9—Masada; 10—BioHazard. 


PWF NORTHEAST: Champion—Jose Perez; 1—Jason Blade; 2—Triplelicious; 
3—Billy Black; 4—Pat Masters; 5—Ebony Blade; 6—Evan Siks; 7—Dave 
Padula; 8—T.J. Richter; 9—Jon Thornhill; 10—Riot. 


STEEL RAGE PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Luc Lapointe; 1—The Prophet; 
2—Brandon Groom; 3—Kenny Campbell; 4—Bernard Funk; 5—Timmy J; 6— 
Tyler Bateman; 7—Christopher Matthews; 8—Pork Chop; 9—Jack Dalton; 10— 
Harry Sanchez. 


WORLD CLASS EXTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Ali Steele; 1—Hangtime; 
2—DJ P.Roc; 3—tThe Siro; 4—Ouga Bouga; 5—Aaron Devil; 6—Justin Feeche; 
7—Steve Michaels; 8—Truitt Fields; 9—Tre G; 10—Tyrone Knox. 


WORLD OF HURT WRESTLING: Champion—Texas Outlaw; 1—Brodie Lee; 
2—Danger; 3—Shane Alden; 4—Jeff Starr; 5—Buttery Bert; 6—Nick 
Neighborhood; 7—Steve Kruz; 8—Chuck Deep; 9—Punk; 10—Todd Taylor. 


WORLD PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING: Champion—Dino Divine; 1—Gemini: 
2—Flamingo Kid Pinky; 3—Jack Molson; 4—Kage; 5—The Cremator; 6—Steve 
the Teacher; 7—Cannon Ball; 8—Mista Hood; 9—Glenn Osbourne; 10—The 
Patriot. 


WORLD XTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Jeff Coleman; 1—Somu; 2— 
Tommy Suede; 3—Mana the Polynesian Warrior; 4—Sinister X; 5—Cabbie; 6— 
Boogalou; 7—Havoc; 8—C.J. O'Doyle; 9—Kris Chambers; 10—Sugaa. 





NWA TNA 
NWA Champion: NWA Champion: 
JEFF JARRETT JEFF JARRETT 
(C) 230, Nashville, TN (C) 230, Nashville, TN 
1=-MONTY BROWN 1=PETEY WILLIAMS 
(2) 268, Detroit, MI (1) 180, Windsor, Ontario 
2—JEFF HARDY 2-MONTY BROWN 
(1) 212, Cameron, NC (4) 268, Detroit, MI 


3=—A.J. STYLES 

(4) 202, Gainesville, GA 
4—RAVEN 

(3) 243, Short Hills, NJ 
5=—SPYDER 

(-) 225, New York, NY 
6=SCOTT HALL 

(-) 282, Miami, FL 
7=-J.T. WOLFEN 

(8) 297, New Haven, CT 
8=—DALLAS PAGE 

(-) 256, Point Pleasant, NJ 
9-ABYSS 

(5) 295, Cincinnati, OH 

10=—PETEY WILLIAMS 
(7) 180, Windsor, Ontario 


3=-JEFF HARDY 

(2) 212, Cameron, NC 
4—-A.J. STYLES 

(3) 202, Gainesville, GA 
5—CHRIS SABIN 

(8) 207, Hell, MI 
6—RAVEN 

(5) 243, Short Hills, NJ 
7-ABYSS 

(6) 295, Cincinnati, OH 
8=-HECTOR GARZA 

(-) 220, Monterrey, Mexico 
9-RON KILLINGS 

(7) 230, Charlotte, NC 

10—SCOTT HALL 
(-) 282, Miami, FL 


JAPAN MEXICO 
1—KENTA KOBASHI 
(1) 282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 1—UNIVERSO DOS MIL 
GHC heavyweight champion (-) 240, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—-TOSHIAKI KAWADA 2=EL HIJO DEL SANTO 
(2) 245, Ashikaga, Japan 


AllJapan Triple Crown champion 


3=—KENSUKE SASAKI 

(3) 251, Tokyo, Japan 

IWGP heavyweight champion 
4—-HIROYOSHI TENZAN 

(-) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
5=MITSUHARU MISAWA 

(-) 228, Ashikaga, Japan 
6—HEAT 

(4) 204, Tokyo, Japan 
7-NAOMICHI MARUFUJI 

(-) 202, Sapporo, Japan 
8=—TAIYO KEA 

(8) 235, Honolulu, HI 
9-MASA CHONO 

(-) 235, Tokyo, Japan 

10—JUN AKIYAMA 
(5) 225, Hiroshima, Japan 


(2) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 
3=ULTIMO GUERRERO 

(3) 173, Mexico City, Mexico 
4=—L.A. PARK 

(5) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
5=—LATIN LOVER 

(8) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 
6=SHOCKER 

(7) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico 
7—-HEAVY METAL 

(4) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
8=—REY BUCANERO 

(-) 197, Mexico City, Mexico 
9=-PERRO AGUAYO JR. 


(-) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 


10—DR. WAGNER JR. 


(-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
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Of course you remember him! Who could ever forget him? And if you’re 
q loyal TNA fan, right about now you're hoping that this man has lots 
and lots of good ideas floating around in his head. Dusty Rhodes was 
voted the new TNA director of authority at Victory Road and picked 
up the title of head of TNA Creative at a meeting a 
few weeks later. “The American Dream” is a 
three-time former NWA World champion and 
a former booker for Jim Crockett Promo- 
tions during the heyday of The Four Horse- 
men, so he is qualified for the job. But just 
to be absolutely clear: This photo has a lot 
to do with Rhodes’ success in Bunkhouse 
Stampedes in the 1980s and was not— 
repeat, not!—his response to our ques- 
~ 22 tion of what TNA stars should do if they 
2)» don’t like his plans for them. 
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ICH OFFER SUITS YOU? 
ave 30% Off The Newsstand Price! 


Wrestler (4 issues) and Inside Wrestling 
sues) for $33.32. LWRR/LINW 


juper Savings Benus! 

sive the regular combo subscription, plus the 
page combination issues valued at $67.50. 
‘Il receive 10 issues for only $43.27! LwAbD 


ew Subscription (| Renewal 


anada and all other countries: $39.72 for Inside Wrestling and The Wrestler ($53.32 airmail). Bonus Offer: $51.27 for 10 issues ($68.27 airmail). International money 
only in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first magazine. Offer expires January 31, 2006. 
















SUPER CONBG OFFER. WITH A BONUS . 
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THE WRESTLE! 


WNSISE WASTING « THE WRESTLE 
have been a vital part of your wrestling library for three 
decades. While the content and format of the magazines 
are very different, both magazines are known for their 
exciting brand of wrestling journalism, insightful 

ole) Flin larcmer- luce Mel-yraliare Malate t-iie(-Melulelielels-lela\'a 
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These venerable titles have always been mentioned in 
the same breath, and now, twice a year, they are bound 
as one giant issue! These 164-pagers are a revolutionary 
concept in publishing and have been widely lauded by 
our readers. They sell on the newsstand for $9.95—and 
now, if you Duy Cute along with: your regu regular 
subscrinticn. well give you ths SScene 
absclutely free (see order form below). 


TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF 
SUPER SAVINGS BONUS AND 
SAVE MGRE THAN 922! 


(Coli tale matey esti ale m e)aer-)) 






Clip Coupon and Send to: LOHMON Publishing Company 
PO. Box 2085, Dept. 9, Marion, OH 43306-8189 


Please indicate method of payment: 


(J) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
() Visa (JMasterCard # 


Expiration date: / 
MO / YR 


Signature: 

Name 
ee 
ee ee Zip 











Hosted by Dan Murnhy_ 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling IMustrated magazine has all a 
inside information you want and it's only a phone call away. | 
fit happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
Mustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 


PLUS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected Sues 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 








UPDATED VERY WEEKDAY AND AFTER PAY-PER-VIEW EVEN 


new number! call now! 
900-226-4PWi 


@D This service is available on.both touch- tone and ews -dial phones. 








*Cost per minute in the United States is is $1.99, Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
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